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10:00 am 
 

Member’s Sharing Circle  
Led by Tasha Paley  
 

CSA Intergenerational Program 
for all adults and children who 
want to have fun together! 
Various activities, including art, 
games, dramatics and more, led by 
Audrey Kindred and Children’s 
Sunday Assembly staff   
 
Children’s Sunday Assembly 
(CSA) for Ages 2-12 
10:00 am –12:30 pm, mid-September 
through mid-June 
 

 
11am–12:30 pm -  Platform  
 

All Welcome - Free 
Our weekly community gathering 
features an invited speaker 
addressing an important issue of our 
time, music and sharing, followed by 
Lunch with the Bunch and social 
time.  Come see if we’re the 
community you’ve been seeking!   
 
Jan. 6: Living Our Legacies Series: 
A Stitch in Time 
Speaker: BSEC Leader  
Lisel Burns 
Life offers more opportunities to take 
charge of our own destiny/ legacy 
that we may realize. This is the first 
of five monthly Sunday talks 
harvesting insights from nearly 20 
years of clergy service to the Ethical 
movement. Beginning in July 2008, 
Lisel returns to a largely training and 
consulting role for the national 
movement and allied organizations in 
community development.  
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Sunday, January 13, 11:00 am 
Freedom is a Constant Struggle:  
The Legacy of Charley Horwitz 
 

Speaker: Dorothy M. Zellner, a close friend and fellow 
organizer with the late BSEC President and AEU & 
BSEC EA Chairman Charley Horwitz, reflects on the 
hope for the future that is rooted in taking the long view 

on the possibilities for social change. She offers 40 years experience as an 
organizer, beginning with the 1960s civil rights movement when she served 
for five years as a staff member of the Atlanta-based Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, a cutting-edge civil rights organization in the 
South. She spent the 1964 Freedom Summer in Greenwood, MI and also 
worked in Atlanta and Danville, VA. After spending 20 years in the South, 
Ms. Zellner returned to her hometown, NYC, where she was a long-time 
staff member at the Center for Constitutional Rights and later at the City 
University of New York (CUNY) School of Law. She features prominently 
in Going South: Jewish Women in the Civil Rights Movement by Debra L. 
Schultz and has appeared on several local and national television programs. 
She is currently a foundation consultant and an activist working to end the 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank. This platform is sponsored by the 
Ethical Action Committee. 
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January 20 
�����������!��	�"���� 11am Platform�
Bring friends and family of all ages to share in our annual 
celebration of the stories, poetry, values and achievements 
of the historical civil rights movement, including a 
dramatic rendition of the Rosa Parks story. 

 

“The time is always right to do what is right.”~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
2:00-4:30 PM  
#
��$���%��������������&��	��������������	  �
Featuring DuPree’, a visual / performance artist perhaps best known as 

one of the lead vocalists of Casselberry/DuPree’. Her 
strong contralto voice encompasses a "down-home” 
spirituality.  She describes her music as “social 
commentary that is gospelized folk on the verge of 
country."  Additionally, Spoken Artists talk about hope for 
humanity.    Food available for purchase at the BSEC Cafe. 

Sponsored by the Life & Ethics Committee.   Admission:  $20
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Jan. 27: Moral Striving: The Core 
of Ethical Culture. EC founder 
Felix Adler described societies as 
religious communities “dedicated 
to moral striving.” Speaker: Anne 
Klaeysen, Leader, Ethical 
Humanist Society of Long 
Island, examines the process of 
moral striving as the core of ethical 
religion. 
 

Feb. 3: Living Our Legacies 
Series: Leadership: The Devil 
Made Me Do It  
Speaker: Lisel Burns looks at the 
crucial role of responsible 
leadership and moral courage, as a 
theme made for the ethical 
movement and its allies. 
 

Feb. 10: School to Prison Pipeline 
& the Global Kids Project, an 
Ethical Action Program 
Speakers: TBA 
 

Feb. 17: Waiting for God: The 
Spiritual Explorations of a 
Reluctant Atheist 
Speaker: Lawrence Bush will 
discuss and read from his new 
book, Waiting for God, described 
by EC Leader Joseph Chuman as 
“dynamic, fascinating and 
insightful  -a ‘must read’ for all 
people sensitive to the spiritual and 
intellectual dilemmas thrust upon 
us by modernity.” Bush is the 
editor of Jewish Currents magazine 
His work has appeared in many 
publications and journals.  
 

Feb. 24 Imagining an Ethical 
Culture Future 
Speaker: Bob Greenwell, 
Leader, Ethical Soc. Mid Rivers, 
MO, http://www.ethicallife.org/ 
Our challenge is to find and 
understand how religions offer a 
deep spiritual salve. Isolating it, 
we may then devise means to offer 
it without other attendant toxins – 
like extracting a healing compound 
from an Amazonian plant which is 
poisonous when ingested whole.  
Nothing can save us from the 
harms of religion but better 
religion.  
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Dear BSEC Members and AEU and Brooklyn Communities,  
 

Happy 2008 to you! 
 

With a fine year past and the wonder of the new year ahead, my gratitude goes 
to all who continue to give of their gifts and talents with commitment to the 
spirit and letter of our principles. 
 

I offer a special note of thanks to our members – especially our many 
volunteers, our staff, our board, the many wonderful artists & performers who 
shared their work at our December Craft Fair, the teachers in our children’s 
programs, the speakers & musicians at our Fall platforms, and to the broader 
communities that collaborate with us to share joys that we all create to make 
the widest world an ethical world. 
 

Best wishes,  
Eda 
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A City for Everyone 
 

New York City seems to be changing so quickly and outside the 
control of those of us who live here. From Brad Lander, Director of the Pratt 
Center for Community Development, we learned of a three year process that 
brought community advocates and other New Yorkers together to come up 
with their own plan for the future. 

At his Dec. 2 platform, Brad filled us in on the One City, One Future 
project, which takes as a given that New York is growing – largely because of 
the growing number of immigrants living here. But the project creates a 
concrete blueprint we can all get behind so that as the city grows, it becomes 
greener, creates good jobs, protects and expands low-income housing 
programs now being dismantled, nurtures the city’s diversity, and forces 
developers to deliver real benefits to New Yorkers in exchange for any tax 
breaks. "We are losing more affordable housing than we are making by large 
numbers. We're not taking the steps to protect (it)," Brad said. For example,  

 



from 2002 to 2005, the city lost more than 150,000 
apartments that rented for under $1000 a month. Another 
one to two million households are at risk of losing 
affordable housing because of diminishing protections 
from rent control or Mitchell-Lama developments.  

What is exciting about the One City, One Future plan 
is that it integrates economic and environmental health. 
Mayor Bloomberg’s PlaNYC, unveiled in the spring of 
2007, set out a blueprint for greater mass transit, cleaner 
air, land and water, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
and more housing. This community discussion 
integrated these goals with planning a city that 
strengthens the economic base of working people. One 
hundred organizations have participated in creating this 
plan, and this spring, as the groups move from (deep) 
talk to action, we will invite the One City, One Future 
folks back to discuss what we can do. 
 

 

"We are losing more affordable housing 
than we are making by large numbers. 
We're not taking the steps to protect (it).” 

Brad Lander, Director,  
Pratt Center for Community Development 
 

 

In Debt We Trust 
 

As Brooklynites pile on our personal debt, we get 
caught in a financial system we often don’t understand. 
In November, Danny Schecter, www.mediachannel.org, 
and documentary filmmaker, came to BSEC at the 
invitation of the Ethical Action Committee to broadcast 
his new documentary, In Debt We Trust, and lay some 
facts on us. Like: 
 The total number of Americans: 300,000,000 

�  The total consumer debt of Americans: 
$3,000,000,000,000  
�  The average debt per U.S. household: $30,000 
�  The number of households not paying off their 
credit card balances each month: 6 in 10 
�  The average length of time, in months, spent 
paying off credit card debt: 43 
Danny created his documentary before the 

“subprime” crisis broke.  The same financial system that 
promotes Americans’ huge credit card debt with bait and 
switch tactics also lied to potential borrowers about what 
the costs of their mortgage would be. Some brokers 
would sell a mortgage based on what the (cheaper) 
interest rate would be during the first few years, 
neglecting to mention that the “floating” rate could go 
up to as high as 12 percent. Black and low income 
Americans were the most targeted with these tactics.  

~Abby Scher, Co-Chairperson, Ethical Action 
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~ Susan Rose, Leader, Ethical Society Without Walls 
Abridged from www.eswow.org 
 

The Endorphin Power Company in Albuquerque 
is an amazing place. Their website says: The Endorphin 
Power Company is dedicated to improving the lives of 
people, with special focus on the substance-dependent 
and homeless, thus alleviating many of the challenges 
faced by current emergency medical systems. Additional 
purposes are the promotion of mental and physical 
health through exercise, and the promotion of energy 
consciousness and volunteerism. 

On my recent trip to New Mexico, I met with 
one of the founders of Endorphin Power Company 
(EPC, www.endorphinpower.org). Reuben Last, who 
was my Sunday School student when I taught his third 
grade class many moons ago, was an impetus in starting 
EPC in 2004. Reuben, who is a surgeon, explained to me 
how he and another doctor saw a need to provide 
services to people with medical needs who were falling 
through cracks in the system. And so they started 
building this amazing community center to help meet 
some of those needs. {Editor’s Note: Reuben is also the 
son of members Lydia and Jerry Last} 

It was very exciting hearing Reuben talk about 
how his work at EPC is grounded in the values he 
learned at the Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture and 
in other programs, some connected with Ethical  

I was proud as Reuben was introducing me to 
folks as his Sunday School teacher. I could clearly see 
that Reuben's work, dedication and caring about this 
project and all the people involved are clearly eliciting 
his very best, as he is eliciting the best in others. 
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The next Ethical Action meeting is Sunday Jan. 6  
at 1:30pm at the Meeting House. We will be following 
up on possible spring programs related to counter 
recruiting, debt relief, undoing racism, weaving a real 
peace, nonpartisan candidates’ event and proposed 
sexuality platform.  We also need to think about our 
June Peace Awardee(s), and whether to nominate a 
group or person for the AEU’s Elliott-Black Award. 
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BSEC’s Mission Statement 
Are we living up to it? 

 
The Brooklyn Society for Ethical 

Culture is a humanistic, religious and 
educational fellowship promoting 
knowledge, love and practice of 

ethics-centered living. As a diverse 
and welcoming community, we assist 

each other in developing ethical 
ideals, exploring choices, navigating 

our life journeys, and working to 
 realize a more just and compassionate 

world. 
 

BSEC belongs to a federation of 
Ethical Culture & Ethical Humanist 
Societies and/or Fellowships in the 

U.S. known as  
the American Ethical Union 

www.aeu.org 
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December Gratitude and  
the Beginning of an Ending 
 

 

During the short days and cozy nights at 
Winter Solstice time, I share here a deep 
sense of gratitude I am feeling, perhaps 

influenced by knowledge that the end of this 2007 year begins a big shift in 
my roles and also an ending of sorts. As I move out of the BSEC clergy 
leadership role, and take on other projects also close to my heart, in and out of 
the Ethical movement, my gratitude starts with some people whose 
perseverance and leadership make me proud to share a family and/or this 
community-based movement.  On my personal family home front, I’m grateful 
this fall to my second mother, Bird Burns, and siblings and their spouses 
Steph, Katy, Barry, Jamie and Tanya for hanging in with each other through a 
period of pretty tough family and real estate decisions. Thanks also to my third 
mother Blanca Nebbia’s adult children for so including me as they rally 
around Blanca, who finds herself increasingly challenged in memory and 
mindset.  
 

On the world stage, the abolition of the death penalty is an issue Ethical 
movement members have particularly supported.  I can hardly believe we’ve 
finally come to a point when the General Assembly of the United Nations has 
now decisively taken a position for the abolishment of the death penalty, in 
spite of our national government’s decision to vote no, alongside a minority of 
nations still allowing their legal systems to execute human beings in the name 
of criminal justice. 
 

In our tri-state region, I also salute the New Jersey Legislature’s recent 
abolition of their state’s death penalty, and say “Hip Hip Hurray” to everyone 
who really bent their efforts to this wheel, including long time Ethical Culture 
Leader Joe Chuman, and the Bergen NJ Ethical Society he serves. The Bergen 
Ethical Society community can be so proud of their long term (local and state 
wide) advocacy work for abolition of the death penalty. Combining their 
efforts with many others, they helped win this higher ethical standard for their 
state.  For other such advocacy organized by the NJ Essex Ethical Society, and 
also those who so strongly support the related “Innocence Project” with co-
Directors Barry C. Scheck, & Peter J. Neufeld (son of Long Island Society’s 
longtime Sunday Platform Chair, Muriel Neufeld) and supported at the NY 
Ethical Society (www.NYSEC.org) I’m grateful as well.  
 

Speaking of the unjustly accused, I’m also grateful locally to members of our 
Ethical Action Committee, to myriad community groups, to Carol Horwitz, 
Ellen Lippman, Liz Alexander, David Dyson and other cross cultural 
community leaders for staying visible and steadfast alongside Arab American 
leader Debbie Almontaser, a BSEC Community Honor Roll Awardee. I am 
honored to serve on Ms. Almontaser's Community Advisory Council. Ms. 
Almontaser’s tireless work for non violence and respect across cultures 
headlined since 9-11 did not blunt several campaigns of hostile resistance to 
the pilot public school, the Khalil Gibran International Academy and 
Almontaser’s role as founder and first principal. When responsible leaders are 
attacked (as they always are), it makes a big difference when potential allies 
overcome their own fears of being attacked to stand up against hate speech and 
unfair accusations. I was moved to hear an African American political official  
tell a press conference in front of the Board of Education, during this struggle, 
 

Leader Lisel Burns, center, with members 
Rita Wilson, left, and Lydia Last, right.				
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that he had “gone along” with local government silence when Almontaser was 
first attacked, through hate-filled online blogs and distorted press coverage. 
“Never again,” he said forcefully, “will I stay silent when such wrongs are 
tolerated in the name of “keeping the peace.” 
 

With over two decades of service to this and other Ethical movement projects, 
basic themes and questions about ethical culture community and ethical living 
as a meaningful way of life rise to the surface of my awareness. Collecting 
some of these thoughts, I plan to share some experiences and tentative insights 
with our community this winter and spring, through a series of platform 
addresses, newsletter essays and small group conversations.  On January 6, I 
will address the challenge of achieving our own destinies and legacies by 
choosing fulfilling ways of living both in and for the world.  On January 13 
and 20, we’ll continue a legacy theme by celebrating large and small heroes of 
the great civil rights movement in this country that inspired the whole world 
with interracial partnerships backed by high moral leadership. On February 3, 
I ask the question of how we can all find our own courage to lead, taking 
responsibility to set something, somewhere, right, especially when it carries a 
risk to our own wellbeing. I think that we all, young and old, deserve more 
help than is typically available to develop that moral courage we used to 
expect only from the big heroes, out there somewhere. As part of this 
conclusion, Diane Kirschner and I will commence in 2008 a national and 
regional series of Ethical Fitness™ workshops available to both EC member 
and EC ceremony-related families.  
 

I’ve come to trust there are ways we can much more effectively help each 
other all become those ethical leaders we can most trust and count on. I’d love 
to hear your thoughts on these and other such topics, as we share this precious 
winter and spring time together in BSEC’s membership and community.  

- Lisel Burns, Clergy Leader, BSEC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
�
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Sunday Task Force member Nancy 
Richardson and prospective member 
couple, Nazli Noor and Fathy Hegazy, 
peruse book table offerings, as Board 
member Martha Gallahue looks on. 
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What led you to Ethical 
Culture? Do you have a story 
you can share about something in 
your life that led you to move 
away from a more traditional 
religion toward ethical culture? 
Margaret Johnston, member of 
NOVES, is collecting such stories 
for inclusion in an up-coming book 
about how peoples’ changing 
belief systems over the years is 
often a sign of growth. You can 
email the story (in the body of the 
email, 1700 words max) or share it 
verbally over the phone – 
whichever you prefer! Contact 
Margaret Johnston at (703) 867-
0923or mmppjj2@aol.com.  
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AEU Board of Directors Meeting 
at the NY Society – Jan. 12  
 

Assembly hosted by the Ethical 
Society of Austin, TX , April 17-
20, 2008 
 

Lay Leadership Summer School, 
at Highlands, NC -- August 9-16 
 
 

Contact lmiller@aeu.org, for 
information on any of the AEU 
programs and to receive 
Dialogue, the AEU newsletter.   
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Story and drawing by Tasha Paley 
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who has been 
coordinating 
the Sunday 
Task Force’s 
lunch for 

Platform and CSA attendees. The 
STF seeks volunteers to join the 
team in providing nourishment on 
Sundays. Contact Martha or Lisel 
to volunteer your assistance and 
food.    
�

 
BSEC President Eda Kapsis doing 
yoga during summer outing with 
Lochlan, Zoe, Io and her son, Owen  
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Hand-woven cloth from Guatemala
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Speaking of wonderful BSEC events, our Crafts Fair on 
December 1st was a real success. Over 400 people 
visited, strolling through the mansion throughout the 
day. The raffle brought in over $300 for the Life and 
Ethics budget. The Children's Sunday Assembly’s 
efforts were also successful. Taking a poll of the vendors 
indicated they were very pleased too. Having dealt with 
vendors on numerous occasions, I must say we had 
really nice vendors (including some BSEC members) 
and I think it made customers want to linger longer and 
stronger. The BSEC Cafe had folks licking their lips and 
fingers enjoying the honey BBQ chicken wings, 
scrumptious lasagna, and other delicious foods.  
 

The BSEC Crafts Fair Team was awesome as Vandra 
Thorburn, Damal Edmond and I presented a well-
organized, hospitable and peaceful event. It has been a 
long time since I worked with folks who dropped their 
egos when necessary and, as a result, there was deep 
harmony and strong gifts of growth.  
 

It was great to see so many BSEC members stop by, 
shop, eat and mingle. The Crafts Fair this year was 
sponsored and hosted by the BSEC Board of Trustees. 
Throughout the process and during the Crafts Fair, we 
worked for the greatest good of the Society. Many 
thanks go out to the BSEC members who volunteered 
their time. In particular, I would like to thank the BSEC 
Cafe volunteers, Edith Calabro, Princine Hyatt, Nancy 
Richardson and Sara Valentine.  Our president, Eda 
Kapsis and treasurer, Tom Castlenuevo took some time 
to participate as part of the welcoming team. The Fair 
Trade coffee sold by CSA was a big hit. Thank you 
Fiona Boneham, Io and Kevin! Hearing the children's 
giggles from the third floor CSA program was great. 
Thanks Audrey. Thanks also to Tom Keough and other 
local artists who raised over $600 for Doctors Without 
Borders in Darfur through the BSEC Ethical Action 
Committee art sales table that day 
 

Overall, the BSEC grossed over $2,000 and enhanced 
the image of beauty, peace and ethical culture. 

Peace and pride,  
Nettie Paisley, Chair, Life & Ethics 
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These are the two Ethical Culture jokes we’ve heard.  
The punch lines appear on page 9. Do you have any to 
share? Please send them to bsecnews@gmail.com 
 

1. If a Catholic church catches on fire, the priest rushes 
in, grabs the crucifix and saves it. If a synagogue catches 
fire, the rabbit rushes in, grabs the Torah scroll and saves 
it. If an Ethical Society catches fire, the Leader runs in, 
and saves …… 
 

2. Why do Ethical Culturists make such poor singers? 
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Sixty years ago, in 1948, the General Assembly of 
the UN adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. On Dec 10, that declaration was reaffirmed as 
Human Rights Day. This extraordinary document was a 
response to the horrors of World War II. It became the 
first global statement that all human beings have equality 
and dignity. This document has been translated in more 
than 360 languages, has inspired the constitutions of 
many newly formed independent states, has seeded 
many human rights treaties and instruments, and has 
inspired the founding of many human rights 
organizations such as Amnesty International. The 
Declaration is both a moral guidepost and a practical 
yardstick to deal with complex actions of governments. 

The declaration remains as relevant today as the day 
it was adopted. But the freedom and rights enshrined in 
it are not a reality for everyone and are increasingly 
under attack. The 60th anniversary of the Declaration is 
being commemorated by the UN for a whole year, 
through many activities designed to educate, defend and 
promote the rights in the Declaration. 
 There have been major human rights achievements. 
The International Criminal Court is an independent 
permanent court that investigates and prosecutes 
individuals accused of the most heinous crimes: 
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. What 
is crucial is that it is now more than halfway to its goal 
of universal acceptance--105 countries have become 
"states parties," with however, the US, Russia and China 
not yet members. 
 The Court currently has proceedings in four 
situations: the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Central African Republic, northern Uganda, and the 
Sudanese region of Darfur. Many individuals from the 
former Yugoslavia have already been prosecuted. The 



International Criminal Tribunal, based in Arusha, 
Tanzania, has investigated the brutalities in Rwanda; 27 
people have been convicted, five acquitted. 
 The ICC faces complex problems in apprehending 
indicted subjects, particularly in Uganda, the Sudan and 
the former Yugoslavia. There is also a moral dilemma. 
Legal action complicates the efforts to reach negotiated 
peace settlements in Uganda and in the Sudan. 
Compromises for peace should not allow those guilty of 
the worst atrocities to go free. Where to draw the 
balance? 

A bitter Sarajevo joke: When someone kills a man, 
he is put in prison; if he kills 20, he is declared insane; if 
he kills 200,000 he is invited to a peace conference. 

A major challenge for human rights is the 
deprivations of vulnerable groups and global injustice 
stemming from climate change. The rich countries are 
responsible for 70% of cumulative greenhouse 
emissions. It is the people least responsible who are 
suffering, and will continue to suffer, the most. 
Scientists warn that floods will increase as glaciers melt 
and sea levels rise. Monsoons in India will intensify, as 
will droughts in Africa. Communities that rely heavily 
on agriculture will suffer from food scarcity and health 
issues. 
 In early December, the UN held a major 
environmental conference in Bali to extend the Kyoto 
Treaty due to expire in 2012. Lack of action will affect 
everyone and most quickly and painfully for the 2.6 
billion people living on less than $2 a day. Rich 
countries must cut their own carbon emissions and help 
the poor to adapt. The solution will demand changes in 
the types and uses of energy, and the political will to 
make these changes. Part of the solution will be 
technological innovations that only the developed 
countries can afford. 
 One good outcome: at the Bali Conference the 
developed nations agreed to speed the transfer of 
technology to cope with climate change to the 
developing countries. The agreement must be followed 
by action. What we do now will affect both our own and 
our children's future. A Chinese proverb says, "One 
generation plants a tree: the next gets the shade." The 
shade we need is for all the generations to come. 
 

~Phyllis Ehrenfeld, President of National Service 
Conference of the AEU and Representative to the UN. 

~Dr. Sylvain Ehrenfeld, International Humanist and 
Ethical Union (IHEU, of which AEU is a member) 

Representative to the UN  
 
 
Individual membership in the NSC is encouraged.  
Membership fees diminish when you join with friends.  
Contact Martha Gallahue for details and visit 
www.cebo.org. 
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written in collaboration with leaders and members of the 
AEU, and coordinated by Lois Kellerman, BSEC 
Emeritus Leader.  In each issue of this newsletter we’ll 
be reviewing two of these commitments, which 
articulate foundations of Ethical Culture belief. For the 
full text of the eight commitments please visit our 
website, www.bsec.org 
 

5. We are committed to educate ourselves. 
Personal progress is possible, both in wisdom and social 
life. Learning how to build ethical relationships and 
cultivate a humane community is a life-long endeavor. 
The Ethical Society enters into a life-span partnership 
with its members, helping develop resources for 
continued ethical growth in the context of a caring 
community. Members commit to mastering the basic 
tenets of the Ethical Movement in order to create a 
common ground for discourse. Members are constantly 
exploring how their ethical commitments can be 
actualized in their daily lives.  
 

6. Self-reflection and our social nature require us to 
shape a more humane world. 
Growth of the human spirit is rooted in self-reflection, 
but can only come to full flower in community. This is 
because people are social, needing both primary 
relationships and larger supportive groups to become 
fully human. Our social nature requires that we reach 
beyond ourselves to decrease the suffering and increase 
creativity in the world. Both active contemplation and 
contemplative action enrich the storehouse of response 
to the human condition. This assures a broad base of 
continuous perspective-taking, and numerous structures 
for actualizing commitments. 
 
�

�
Member Sandy Schilen, right, introduces 

visiting friends to BSEC Platform. 
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1.  Grabs the coffee pot 
2.  Because they are always looking ahead to see if 
they agree with the lyrics�
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A view fromThe Mountain.  Photo by Paul Ozarowski 

 
A Learning Community for Lay Leaders:   
 

For one week every other summer, lay leaders from 
Ethical Societies around the country gather at The 
Mountain, a Unitarian retreat center atop Little Scaly 
Mountain, outside of Highlands, NC, for the AEU Lay 
Leadership Summer School (LLSS).  While BSEC 
members might disagree on a number of things, all 
who’ve attended are unanimous in believing that it was a 
week well spent.  

Tasha Paley represented BSEC last year and now 
serves on our board, as do Martha Gallahue and Remi 
Gay, also LLSS grads.  Tony Severo and Melanie 
Richardson met there.  Anne Klaeyson decided to 
embark on Leader training there.  Current BSEC 
members Joan Donnen Klips, Gary Schechter, Rita 
Wilson, are graduates, as is Diane Kirschner, who will 
be one of the 2008 staff.  Other staff for this 7th LLSS 
are Kate Lovelady, Leader, St. Louis; Curt Collier, 
Leader, Riverdale-Yonkers, Matthew Hile, member, St. 
Louis; and Linda Napoli, member, Long Island and 
former chairperson of the AEU Religious Education 
committee.  

This intense week of participatory learning and 
play, held every other year, offers opportunities gain 
knowledge, expand one’s skills, and forge relationships 
with movement members outside of one’s own Society.  
There are classes focusing on the Ethical Culture 
religion - its historical and philosophical underpinnings, 
movement leaders and community practices, and others 
looking at the Life Cycle of Congregations, Groups and 
Leadership, Conflict Resolution and Connecting 
Communication, to name a few.  Participants are often 
clustered in small groups to encourage wider and more 
intimate interaction. Since Ethical Culture is a religion 
of relationships, creating openings for members to study 
and interact together helps us build the kinds of 

communities we wish to foster in our Societies and the 
wider world. 

Brochures and applications will soon be circulated 
to Societies, with a March deadline for applying.  Those 
who wish to attend must be approved by their Society’s 
board and Society support, both moral and financial, is 
encouraged, as tuition, room and board run about $1200, 
with transportation additional.  Very limited scholarships 
may be available through the AEU. 

If you’re considering lay or clergy leadership, want 
to hone your leadership skills, wish to meet other 
movement folks, or spend a week in a beautiful, peaceful 
and inspiring setting, consider setting aside the week of 
August 9-16, 2008.  Please feel free to ask BSEC LLSS 
grads or the current President of the AEU, Jennifer 
Scates, and AEU Board members Ivo Antoniazzi, 
Phyllis Anne Duncan, Arnold Fishman and Andra 
Miller, about their experiences.  Questions can be 
directed to Katharine Archibald, AEU Executive 
Director, 212.873.6500 or karchibald at aeu.org. 
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Membership Sharing Caring  
The Membership Task Force, meeting the 4th Sunday of 
the month, after Platform, welcomes volunteers for 
caring/sharing service. Tasks include being a visiting 
buddy to a homebound person, sending birthday cards 
and calling members. To receive a survey form if you 
are interested in lending a hand or getting some caring 
help, please contact liselburns at earthlink.net.  
�
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We invite you to our monthly cycle of newcomer and 
membership orientation suppers and workshops, to 
which longtime members are also invited. Fifteen people 
participated in one or more of these events this fall. Plan 
to join us for these gatherings:  
 
Supper: Friday, Jan. 25, 6:30-8 pm: in the BSEC 
Library (and then stick around for the Coffeehouse 
concert)  
 

Workshop: Sunday, Jan. 27, 1:30-2:30 pm: The Eight 
Commitments of Ethical Culture, Ethical Culture’s basic 
agreements 
 

Supper: Friday, Feb. 22: 6:30-8 pm: in the BSEC 
library 
 

Workshop: Sunday Feb. 24: 1 -2:30 pm: Then and 
Now: a Brief history of Ethical Culture projects, mission 
and message 
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Adults: $10 | Kids: $6, unless otherwise noted				

 

January 4& 11: Closed for winter break; February 22: Closed for Washington’s Birthday weekend 
 

January 18: Third Friday with the Park Slope Food Coop  
Barry Brysen brings his hit swing band, Swing Street, back to the coffeehouse for an evening of great music and dancing, 
with vocals once again provided by Marje Wagner. Dance lessons will be available with Carolynn Murp hy. 
 

January 25: 7th Annual Night of Magic - All Tickets: $15 
New faces, old favorites and a few surprises will all be a part of this 7th annual event, produced by Richard Steven Cohn 
and hosted again by Brooklyn’s own Magical Melodions. A regular sellout, advance tickets may be purchased prior to 
January 25 at Park Slope Copy on 7th Av. 
 

February 1: Folk Musicians Steve Gillette & Cindy Mangsen, Traveling Troubadour Series, Adults: $15 | Kids: $6 
Steve Gillette, whose songs have been recorded by singers John Denverto, Tammy Wynette. Cindy Mangsen is one of the 
finest traditional singers working today. Together, Steve and Cindy play guitar, concertina, banjo, and fiddle, and have 
four award-winning duet CDs (www.compassrosemusic.com) 
 

February 8: Artist to be determined 
 

February 15: Third Friday with the Park Slope Food Coop   
Rufus Cappadocia (5-string electric cello) is one of the leading voices on the cello today, having toured throughout the 
Americas and Europe. In approaching the cello, Barry Kornhauser  draws on his parallel musical incarnations as a bass 
player and guitarist, thinking rhythm section first, plucking and strumming, laying down a funky skeletal harmonic 
foundation. 
 

February 29: Songwriter/Performer Chuck Brodsky – Traveling Troubadour Series  
Chuck Brodsky (chuckbrodsky.com) is a musical storyteller whose dry, barb-witted social commentary combines with a 
deep underlying compassion. In addition to being fixtures on the Dr. Demento show, his songs have been recorded by 
Kathy Mattea, David Wilcox, Sara Hickman, Chuck Pyle and others.  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound 
to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright 
daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a 
reality.... I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love 
will have the final word. ~Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
53 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215-2629 


