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AEU News: Assembly Leader Notes: Rules As If Community Mattered by Lisel Burns

Passes By-laW ChangeS Last month on these pages | raised the neednon good” when individual approaches dif-

for core questions we can share as the livingfer? To what do we submit ourselves when
The proposed by-law changes submitted bycenter of our Ethical Culture tradition in this we need common standards or limits, but do
the AEU Board for approval by the AEU As- period of transition. Where do we start? Therenot want to impose individual opinions or
sembly passed overwhelmingly on April 24th. are so many questions worthy of our atten-authority upon our members?

Two major changes were approved: first, thetion and central to Ethical Culture’s found- £rom the field of moral education, | think
proposed restructuring of the Board and theing commitments: Ethical communities dedi- there are helpful insights into the significance
dismantling of the current regional system of cated to promoting ethical living and ethical stages of development, and the next steps
representation, and second, the proposedeformation of the larger society. in this part of our transitional Season. The
change in the apportionment, with the intent This spring,

- . _ in my role as Program Coordinator, late Lawrence Kohlberg focused his moral
of equalizing the amount of f|nz_anC|aI su_pport I've been given Board approval for a thorough- psychological research largely on the stages
made to the AEU by each Ethical Society. going evaluation of current BSEC programs andof moral reasoning that people use while try-
The board was reduced from its current sizegroups, and have set the task of having each oing to find the “right” thing to do when faced
of twenty-one people to a more group-effi- these groups produce written policies before ourwith what they understand as a moral di-
cient size of thirteen. Two board members will upcoming Spring Open House. With luck, we'll lemma. Pdicipants and students are asked trou-
be appointed by the National Leader's Coun-have a drafted membership handbook in timebling questions such as: “Faced with a mortally
cil, and the remaining eleven will be elected for the June Membership meeting. ill spouse, and without the money to pay for a
by the AEU Assembly. Terms for AEU board \wjith some groups operating much more in- lifesaving medicine available at the local drug-
members will be two years in length, to a formally than others, | know this causes someStore, what alternatives are morally acceptable?”

maximum of seven consecutive terms. discomfort for people whose styles are at theThe stages of reasoning involved in facing a
BSEC's current representative to the AEU oral tradition end of our community, but my particular moral dilemma can also be ob-
board, Anne Klaeysen, was elected to the newbelief is that we will not be able to really grow served as people develop their moral behav-
Board by the full Assembly. our number of active members until our stan-ior throughout their lives. Five rough stages
The AEU budget, as submitted by the Board,dard_s and Iimits_become more _clear. I?art ofof moral development h_ave been idgntiﬁed.
that involves setting the boundaries: limits we From the stage one “might makes right” of
accept and agree to abide by even if we dothe youngest children (ditto grown-up dicta-
not agree with them. tors), we progress to the rough reciprocity of

; ; ; “taking turns” - first me then you and back
In attendance representing BSEC were FranI think that one of the core questions in any again with what resources we have.

Liebowitz, Tony Severo, and Bob Strock. democra_tic commur_ﬂty (put particu_larly a = L
Anne Klaeysen was also in attendance as 6<l:0m_r_nun|ty th_at pfo_jects itself put_)llcly as Thlrd-stgge behavior is informal and pre-bu-
aspiring to ethical living) must be this: while reaucratic, and revolves around family and
member of the AEU Board. . . . .
we ask members to each develop their ownpersonally defined community loyalty, with
For a personal perspective on the Assemblymoral guides for living an ethical life, what our personal or other tribal ties weighing in
see Bob Strock’s remarks on page two. do we do “in common” and “for the com- more strongly on moral decisions than “the
law”. The bottom line in the fourth stage
%WWMWWMW@ the law: hierarchy, rules, regulations, and pro-
cedure manuals belong to this stage of devel-
opment (where a majority of the citizenry
Mother’s Day Platform: Families and Humor stay, according to moral researchers).
Stage five is where principles such as justice,
fairness, equity, and compassion are called
coryPon to justify a moral decision. Civil dis-
¥)bedience, when practiced purely, involves
precisely this: bgalling into question the right-
ness of a particular law, one breaks the law based
upon a “higher” principle, while at the same time
submitting oneself to the proscribed punish-
lent set by the existing authority.
continued on back page...

was also decisively approved by the Assem-
bly. The next Assembly will be held one year
from now in New Jersey.

On Mother’s Day, Sunday May 9th, at 11AM, Gina Barreca, the authBwett Re;
venge: The Wicked Delights of Getting Evetil present a platform oilumor and
Surviving the FamilyDr. Barreca is a professor of English Literature and Feminist TH
at the University of Connecticut. She is also the editdref Erotics of Instructioand
The Penguin Book of Women'’s Hunamid author oPerfect Husbands (and Other Faify
Tales): Demystifying Marriage, Men and Romarcel They Used to Call Me Snow
White, But | Drifted: Women's Strategic Use of Hurmaeemed a “Feminist Humgr
Maven” byMs. Magazingshe addresses many groups on diverse gender-difference to
ics. We look forward to an insightful and amusing morning with Dr. Barreca.
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times a year by BSEC. This issue was
duced by Bob Strock, Lisel Burns, Mart
Hoffman, Charlie Horwitz, Alex Mogelieff
and Anne Klaeysen.

Ethically Speakings published six to te{’l

Ethically Speakings written by a number of BSE({]

members.Views expressed in this publication arg
ways open to friendly discussion. Our newslestaff,

like the membership at large, may vary in their thin§-

ing on many issues, yet we are all commited to
ting deed before creed, and to strive constantly toy
living out, each in our own particular way, the Ethi

Ideal of eliciting the best from ourselves and othe|

We are not born all at once, but
by bits. The body first, and the
spirit later; and the birth and
growth of the spirit, in those who
are attentive to their own inner
life, are slow and exceedingly
painful. Our mothers are racked
with the pains of our physical birth;
we ourselves suffer the longer pains
of our spiritual growth.

Mary Antin
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VIEWPOINT: Reflections on the AEU Assembly by Bob Strock

On Thursday, as the time approached for the firsmovement is aware of the necessity of spiritual and
official event, | felt an apprehensiveness growing creative vision. Shrinking the Board is not intended
inside of me. The theme for the entire weekendto take away the voice of the individual Societies, but
wasEthical Humanism for the 2LCentury and  to strengthen the ability of the AEU to do what a
there were going to be a lot of people there withnational organization is supposed to do: to establish a
very strong opinions about where Ethical Culture national identity and to promote and encourage the
should be heading for the next hundred years ogrowth of Ethical Societies of all shapes and sizes
s0. My opinions about Ethical Culture itself are sub-across the country. The vote on the reapportionment
ordinate to my personal convictions, inexpressibleand the budget was likewise an affirmation of the
as they are, about the human race and the worldollective will on the part of all Ethiculturists to give
we live in. | was beginning to worry that my opin- the AEU the tools it needs make visions into realities.
ions, once exposed to critical light, would really

have no place in this movement. The workshops showed what great energy is being

directed to forging a collective identity, and to awaken
| decided that | would not talk very much, but just us to the deep ethical issues of the world today. | wish
listen and take notes, asking as many people as | coulctould have attended them all, but | chose to focus
what they thought should be the role of Ethical on those with a more spiritual emphasis, although
Culture’s national organization. Well, I ended up do- you could have attended a completely different set of
ing quite a bit of talking, but | did my fair share of workshops and come out with a very practical pack-
listening as well, and didn't have to ask anyone theirage of insights into how to better improve the state of
opinion of the AEU's role, because that was the questhe world and our fellow human beings who live here
tion on everyone’s lips the entire weekend. And I with us. We need both. Human beings need both. If
ended up taking over twenty pages’ worth of notes.we are to survive as a movement, and if the human

One of my big concemns was that this Assembly wouldrace is to survive with dignity and joy, we need both
be full of very practical-minded individuals, inter- the spiritual and the worldly strands, held together by
ested in doing their utmost to do good in this world. & passionate creativity, sense of humor, and love of
All well and good of course, but | believe that with- life that carries us through our greatest difficulties
out a strong spritual and creative foundation, the besnd lets us relish our greatest delights.

of good works will do little to change the world, and ¢ impossible to do justice to the experience in this
at best will merely ease the pain of ourselves andimited space. Just as the AEU Lay Leadership Sum-
others. | was continuously greeted with the assertionner School turned me inwards with an intensity |
that spirituality and creativity are central to strength- pave rarely felt before, so did this Assembly of truly
ening the identity of Ethical Culture, not only for the the pest and brightest, not just of Ethical Culture but
outside world, but for we Ethiculturists ourselves.  f the nation, give me the desire to turn this intensity
The business meetings reaffirmed this sense that theutward and into the world.

Ethical Action Report: Fonkoze Donors’ Trip to Haiti

Eleven persons, nine from the New York area, in-food store, a grain silo, a credit union, a 20-person
cluding BSEC's own Charley Horwitz, completed a guest house, an orphanage, and a health clinic.
successful seven-day trip (April 6-13) to Fonkoze APF experts led workshops on ecology and the
Haiti's projects. Leigh Carter, Fonkoze USAs Ex- environment, energy, education, and the political
ecutive Director, said that the delegation was the mosand economic conditions in Haiti. The delegation
dedicated, flexible group that she has ever led. Thgook an exhausting hike up and down the
group visited Fonkoze's offices and member organi-mountainside in visiting the APF projects.

zattions in I?_ort Au Prince, Leoga_ne, Fondwa, an he group met tmarchands (small women mer-
Jacmel. Haiti Projects in Partner_shlp helped Fonkoz%hants) in Leogane and in Jacmal who described
recruit members for the delegation. how their businesses worked and how Fonkoze
The Fondwa Peasant Association (APF) is the largloans have helped them. With just a small increase
est Fonkoze-funded project, and is located in mounin profits the women said they can now afford to
tainous southwest Haiti, between Leogane andsend their children to school.

Jacmal. It has 400 members and is one of the moRight now, because of limited staff and vehicles,
successful democratically-controlled peasant assoFonkoze can accommodate 15 people per delegation
ciations in Haiti. Solely through private loans and once every six weeks. The NY area delegates said
grants APF has built the equivalent of a small townthey planned to recruit persons to visit Fonkoze
with water wells, a road, soil conservation, a school,projects this Fall and also next Winter. For more in-
a bakery, a restaurant, a radio station, a wholesalgyrmation, contact Charlie Horwitz at 230-3537.



MAY 1999 BSEC CALENDAR

5/1 - 5/8

5/9 - 5/15

5/16 - 5/22

SUNDAY 5/2
10 AM - 12:30PM: Children’s Assembly
10 - 11AM: Parents’ Discussion Group.

11AM: Sunday Platfornitime and Deatt

with BSEC Leader Lisel Burns.
12:15PM: Lunch with the Bunch.
TUESDAY 5/4
7:30 - 9PM: Brooklyn Women’s Chorug
directed by Bev Grant. Call 768-2972 f
more information.
WEDNESDAY 5/5
6:30- 10:30PM:Folk Open Sing with pot
luck supper & snacks. Co-sponsored
thePinewoods Music Societgring your
voice, instruments, friends, neighbo
children, and/or a snack to share.
THURSDAY 5/6
7 - 9PM: T’ai Chi Chuan with J.P.
Harpignes. $12/class, $40/4. Free
BSEC members.
FRIDAY 5/7

6:30 - 8:30PM: Ethical Action Committeg.

8PM: The Good Coffeehouse series ¢
sents an evening of traditional Amerig
string music with ballad singelames
Reams and the Barnstormeadso featur

or

by

'S,

for

an

ing Steve Arkin, Bill Christopherson a
Carl Hayano. Enjoy foot-stopping, fin

d
r

picking, heart pumping bluegrass and pld

time music. Admission $8 at the door.
SATURDAY 5/8

10 - 11AM: The Art of Belly Dancin

taught by Salome. Call 399-1732 for info

SUNDAY 5/9

MONDAY 5/10

TUESDAY 5/11

THURSDAY 5/13

FRIDAY 5/14

SATURDAY 5/15

10AM - 12:30PM: Children’s Assembly,
10 - 11AM: Parents’ Discussion Group.
11AM: Sunday Platformtdumor and Sur
viving the Familywith Gina Barreca, PhD).
12:15PM: Lunch with the Bunch.

7 - 8:30PM:Newcomers’and Lay Leag
ers’ Workshop otwWorth and Value

5-7PM: Lois Kellerman open consulta
tion with all BSEC members taking on
lay leadership roles, including greetdrs,
committee members, etc.

7:30 - 9PM: Brooklyn Women's Chorus

6 - 7PM: Meditationswith Remi Gay
Guided meditation based on Native
American practices to create peaceful
mind. Newcomers and drop-ins wel-
come. Suggested donation $2-10.
7PM: BSEC Board of Trustees Meeting
7 - 9PM: T’ai Chi Chuan.

8PM: The Good Coffeehouse conc
series presents an evening of accord
with Squeezologfeaturing Jody Kruskgl
and LeNozze di Carlo Bob Goldberg

prt

SUNDAY 5/16
10 AM - 12:30PM: Children’s Assembly
10 - 11AM: Parents’ Discussion Group.
11AM: Sunday Platformaiti Flag Day
with Bob Shacochis, author thmacu-|

tion in Haiti in 1994. Followed by
Hatian crafts and arts sale.
12:15PM: Lunch with the Bunch.
1 - 5PM: Spring Fair. Open House witl
booths, program demonstrations, mu
family dancing with Sheila’s Boogie, fen
art work, and tours of our meeting hou
TUESDAY 5/18
7:30 - 9PM: Brooklyn Women'’s Chorus
THURSDAY 5/20
7 - 9PM: T’ai Chi Chuan.
FRIDAY 5/21
8PM: The Good Coffeehouse concert
ries together with the Park Slope Fa
Coop present¥he Johnson Girlsa New
York-based a cappella women's group

Kelley, Bonnie Milner, and Dierdre Murth
singing sea chanteys. Admission $8.
5SATURDAY 5/22

10 - 11AM: The Art of Belly Dancing

late Invasionpn the American interver-

turing Joy Bennet, Maggie Bye, Alisgn

D

N
Sic,
Ce
5e.

Se-
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a

accordion, Gene Caprioglio on guit
Joel Darelius on Bass, and Paul Diam
on soprano sax. Admission $8.

5/23 - 5/31

10 - 11AM: The Art of Belly Dancing.

SILLLLRALE

Membership News

Don't forget the full membership meeting on Sunday June 6, after the platform.

Adult EducationMonda Bozicevic plans to hold the first session of philosophical exploratio
She will preside over a colloquy-style discussion on the topic of Justice. A date has not

set, but might be some time in May. Please contact the BSEC office if you are interested.

Lois and Hal Kellerman are going through transition pains of their own in California. Lois
been suffering recently from some recurrent medical problems, but we were all pleased
her here out East during the month of April. Lois still plans to be back in Brooklyn May 10
for a series of training and mentoring sessions with members of BSEC. Highlights of this
will include a Newcomers’Workshop intended for people interested in facilitating future Wo
shops, and an open consultation session for all members taking on leadership roles.

Congratulations to Anne Klaeysen on being elected to the new AEU board by the nat
assembly! At the assembly, Anne was also approved to begin formal Leadership Baisting
wishes to Anne as she moves forward in her commitment to the Ethical Movement and its ide

SUNDAY 5/23
10 AM - 12:30PM: Children’s Assembly
10 - 11AM: Parents’ Discussion Grou
11AM: Sunday PlatformChildren’s Sun-
day Assembly Graduation
12:15PM: Lunch with the Bunch.

TUESDAY 5/25
7:30 - 9PM: Brooklyn Women's Chorus

WEDNESDAY 5/26
7:30 - 9PM: The Richard Price Book Dij

s cussion Groupvill discussPigs in Heaver]

beby Barbara Kingsolver. Call Constan

THURSDAY 5/27
3% - 7PM: Meditationswith Remi Gay.
O SP€ 9PM: T’ai Chi Chuan.
LdUNDAY 5/30
VISEOAM - 12:30PM:
rk-Children's Sunday Assembly.
10 - 11AM: Parents’ Discussion Grou
onalLAM: Sunday Platformvemorial Day
Remembrance
als12:15PM: Lunch with the Bunch.

Pigozzi at 331-1137 for more informatign.

ce

D.




May Platf
Membership Meeting 2y Tarorms w%%

May 2: Time and Death Leader Notes, continued from first page.
Sunday; June 6 Founders’ Month in Ethical Culture begifs \\e at BSEC are independent folk; we are al-
Let your voice be heard. with a platform talk from Lisel Burns o - \yays leaming more about what ethical living

Time, Death, and the relation of & histdri- means for each and all of us in the here and now.
cal perspective to meaning-making. We gt | don't think we can rely on each person's
will also honor the life of BSEC's early  gistinctive sense of what is right to resolve dis-
and long-time Leader, Dr. Henry Newman. - agreements or conduct community activities that

= Springisatimeto | vay 9: Humor and Surviving the Family] ~ gooninall of our names.ttiis moral research
jump into the ac- With guest speaker Gina Barreca, PHD, is on the right track, | would think that we
tivity of cultiva- author of Sweet Revenge: The Wicked need to go from our informal, more commu-
tion. while also Delights of Getting Even nity and tribal ways, through a perlod,_ long
' - or short, of “law and order” stage four, in or-
practicing patience. | May 16: Haitian Flag Day der to emerge into another form of informal-

For good things pop \éﬁg‘ccl)\::itifr:t:tr?cioﬁhgvéiﬁagmiiz? ? ity: the stage of principled decision-making

out small and must backed by an underlying set of rules agreed
May 23: Children’s Assembly Graduation|  to by all. Ofcourse no one should be asked to

_ Mav 30: Memorial Dav Remembrance “agree” with a rule he or sh_e disagrees with, but
Lois Kellerman y y we can be expected to “abide” by a rule that the

group has agreed to, whether we agree with its
0 000000000000 00000 000000000000 000000000000000 . ..
° . . . e content or not. For example, as an individual |
o May 16: Spring Fair and Haitian Flag Day *  may not believe that pledging is the best way to
. . r§uppor‘[ society financing; but as a member, |
h%ve agreed to abide by the pledge rule, and pay
a fair share pledge to BSEC each year.

be carefully tended.

:Sunday, May 16 promises to be a very eventful day at BSEC. We will be ceIeQrati
o Haitian Flag Day, with a special platform and observationshaldihg our Annual Spring
® Fair, with booths, program demonstratioBikeila’s Boogigand other activities. And a8l
o day long, the meeting house will be a stop on a tour of Historic Brooklyn Buildings. If we have ethical living at the core of our
: Celebration of Haitian Flag Day begins with a special platform address given by Bob Sh&cocﬁ%m rlntlrj]_mtlz/fs colmr_nltmertnt,hwte are r_eispor]{-
: author of the new bookhe Immaculate InvasioMr. Shacochis will elaborate on the anarchy he S10€ TThINKIOrplaying ot that comrmitmen

o observed while covering “Operation Restore Democracy”, through which a United States-lmdthe hows and_whys of what we_d_o - ook
o o h o . - orward to your ideas for draft policies, and
. multinational force helped bring former Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aristide back to ppwerolnr community editing of them, for the mem-
e 1994. His book will be available for purchase after the platform. Presentations on Haitiars art %nd 9 ’

® politics will be made throughout the afternoon, and Haitian arts and crafts will be for sale® ership meeting the fwst_S_unday n June_.
] e When these emerging policies are bound in

: For more information on Haitian Flag Day, please contact Steeve Coupeau, event coordigatoraamdembership handbook, and we have a
e Public Relations Officer for Haiti Projects in Partnership, at the BSEC offceapeau@gte.nat  planful, if informal set of priorities for the

. . oy
« For more information on the Spring Fair, or if you would like to volunteer and/or partigipatd1€Xt few years, we can declare our transition

+ please contact the BSEC office at 768-297@secoffice@aol.com e atan end, and open our doors formally for

. : .
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