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FEBRUARY PLATFORMS, 1lam

6
“Making A Friendly Economy With
Friends and Neighbors,” with Leader,
Lisel Burns
1pm Workshop on Darfur & Chad Refugees
with Dr. Rashid Sherif

13
"Brooklyn Immigrants At Risk--
What Can Be Done to Help?”
Followed by 1pm Workshop on the same subject

20
"Mid-Winter Colloquy; Theme of Freedom"
A more meditative Ethical Culture ceremony, on a
theme, with sharing, music and reflection.

27
“National Health Insurance in the U.S.--
Has lts Time Come? With Dr. Oliver Fein
Professor, Clinical Public Health,
at Weill Medical College
of Cornell University

MARCH 6, 11am

"Neither Victims Nor Bystanders-What World Issues
Aren't Women's Issues Today?"
with Leader, Lisel Burns

Ethics For Children: Sundays at 10:30-12:30
February 6, 13 and 27
Feb 18 3rd Friday Family Night Out, 6:30-10pm

Platforms are held Sundays at 11am at the
BSEC Meeting House and are free and open
to the public.

ALL ARE WELCOME
WWW.BSEC.ORG

ETHICS OF DEMOCRACY: AFTER THE ELECTION

ANNE KLAEYSEN, LEADER, LONG ISLAND

‘ﬁ The results of the presidential election of 2004 will be
(&, |interpreted by many as the triumph of one world view

\ﬁ/ over another, and yet American voters seem fairly

evenly split between the two major parties, representing

both conservative and progressive values. So where do

we go from here? How do we repair the damage done by shrill ex-
tfremists from both camps and find our way to an ethics of true democ-
racy?

It has been said that we don’t live in a democracy, but in a republic:
We the people don’t make the decisions; we choose the people who
make the decisions for us. Well, that doesn’t mean that we go to the
polls and then go home and take a nap. (Although after all the hard
work and long hours so many of you put in to get out the vote, you
certainly deserved to sleep!) Our work has only just begun to hold the
people who were elected, whether we voted for them or not,
accountable to the public good. Our work has only just begun to iden-
tify, teach and promote our moral values--of tfruth, compassion,
diversity, universal human rights, environmental protection, peace, and
international cooperation.

If John Kerry had succeeded in this winner take-all political atmos-
phere, we might have thought that our values had won, too, even
though we probably knew better. But now, with the voices of conserva-
tive fundamentalists and ideologues declaring that a *moral mandate”
empowers them to embark on a domestic agenda of privatizing Social
Security, banning same-sex marriage, remaking the Supreme Court to
overturn reproductive rights and to continue a foreign agenda of
unilateralism and imperialism, the mountain has grown high indeed--but
not insurmountable. There is hope, and it lies with all of us: in this com-
munity where we model our ethical values and in the coalitions we join
to actively promote them.

MAKING SENSE OF THE 2004 ELECTION

President Bush made it very clear that he would work with those people
who share his goals, presumably leaving those who disagree with him
out in the cold. One of his biggest goals, he says, is to overhaul Social
Security, and he has called for Congress to move swiftly to limit lawsuit
awards against doctors, to push for fougher educational standards for
high schools, and to rewrite the tax code. And while he hasn’t specifi-
cally addressed replacing Justice Rehnqguist on the Supreme Court, |
don’t think anyone will be surprised if he appoints a conservative to
challenge the court’s decision in Roe v. Wade.

However, President Bush could surprise us if he decides in the next four
years, to look to his place in history. Howard Zinn, a historian, finds hope
in the surprises and “utter unpredictability” of history. So Bush could
surprise us. There is a yearning among Americans, in red states as well
as blue, for a government that works better and with more cooperation

cont'd page 2......
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across party lines. Bush could address that yearning--and leave a remarkable
legacy--if he chooses o acknowledge the broad national support for a middle
approach, for example, providing gay couples with the right fo some kind of
civil union and guaranteeing women the right to legal abortions.

But the voices urging Bush “to stay the course” are loud and strong: Richard
Viguerie, the dean of conservative direct mail, said, "Now comes the revolution.
If you don‘t implement a cons ervative agenda now, when do you?” He opposes
those who would have Bush "unite" the country, declaring, "Make no mistake --
conservative Christians and ‘values voters’ won this election for George W. Bush
and Republicans in Congress.” Dr. James C. Dobson, an influential evangelical
Protestant, issued a “warning” to the White House. Many Christians, he said,
believed the country was “on the verge of self-destruction” as it abandoned
tfraditional family roles. “Through prayer and the involvement of millions of evan-
gelicals, and mainline Protestants and Catholics, God has given us a reprieve,”
says Dobson. "But | believe it is a short reprieve.”

Strong words, indeed, and strong feelings; but Sarah Chamberlain, spokes-
woman for the Republican Main Street Codlition, a group of moderates, argued
that high profile moderates on social issues also played a pivotal role in the
election. "Frankly, he wouldnt have been elected without us either,” she said,
“and the conservatives need to remember that.” Still, most conservatives agree
that among the three arms of the right—religious fraditionalists, opponents of big
government, and foreign policy hawks--it was the religious right that pulled the
most weight in Bush's reelection.

Much has been made of the reluctance of Democrats to make public their faith
and to frame their values in religious language. But it wasnt that long ago that
President Clinton did just that. He used a value-driven campaign that spoke of
his faith in America. For example, he opposed Republican cuts to Medicare as
“Violating our duty to our parents,” opposed cuts to education as ‘violating our
duty to provide opportunity fo all,” and cuts in environmental protection as
“Violating our duty to protect our heritage.” This was said in the spirit of the
values of those who sought to make our country better by making it more
democratic. Clintfon asked us to be the Americans we should be. It sounds very
much like Ethical Culture founder Felix Adler’s "Religion of Duty,” which required
the virtues of truthfulness and a forgiving spirit, as well as an obligation foward
the State to be a good citizen. The irony may well be that, for all their support of
President Bush in this election, the so-called “values voters “ will find, in the final
analysis, that they have not won after all because according to Thomas Frank,
the author of What's the Matter With Kansas? How Conservatives Won the Heart
of America, "Values always take a back seat to the needs of money once the
elections are won.” Under this perennial “trick,” as he calls it, Republican polit i-
cians promise to stop abortion and force the culture industry o clean up its
act”, until the votes are counted. Then they return to their higher priorities of
cutting capital gains and estate taxes.

ETHICAL HUMANIST RESPONSE

Challenging prevailing notions has always been important in the Ethical
Movement. Reflecting on the first fifty years of its history, Felix Adler said that four
great appeals had been made. The first was to exorcise the “phantoms of su-
perstition;” the second, o urge people to “pass beyond Bible ethics.” The third
was to uphold, against fanatic ways of reform, an interdependence in seeking
tfruth from all sides. Adler himself was a reformer, and he observed many other
reformers going about their work in ways that did not value those they were
frying to help. His way was to shed light on a problem and seek the fruth by
hearing from all sides, so that fogether a plan could be made. The final appeal
was to present “the Promethean task of humanity as a whole.” What he meant
by that was having a concept of the wholeness of humanity, as opposed to
small and large groups that act separately and independently of the whole,
without recognizing their connections to the rest of humanity.

Reprinted from Newsletter of the American Ethical Union Newsletter The Voices of Ethical
Culture: Dialogue—Excerpts from a platform address delivered by Leader, Anne Klaeysen
tfo the Long Island society November 15, 2004.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 6- 830pPM

VALENTINE'S DAY BENEFIT AT BSEC

POT LUCK SUPPER
$15

DISASTER RELIEF MONIES FOR SOMALI FISHING
COMMUNITIES SUFFERING THE EFFECTS OF
THE TSUNAMI
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OUR TALENTED MEMBERS

Look for Rozanne Gold’s new cook book —
Low Carb 1-2-3: The Low-Calorie, Low-Carbohydrate
Cookbook (Rodale)

This is the latest in a series of cook books by Rozanne - ten in
alll Every recipe is low calorie, low carbohydrate and low in
saturated fat and complies with the new USDA guidelines.
Rozanne says the goal was to deliver the "health" message in
the simplest way possible - providing fresh, natural, unproc-
essed recipes using only three ingredients. It's the only book
that can be used in conjunction with Atkins, South Beach,
Sugar Busters and Glycemic Index diefts.

Rozanne is an award-winning chef and author with a fascinat-
ing background. A reviewer on Amazon said, "Rozanne Gold
is the leader of a minimalist sect, one that uses the fewest pos-
sible ingredients to produce dishes that are not just credible
but delicious," -- Mark Bittrnan, The New York Times

You may even have been lucky enough to enjoy a slice of
Rozanne’s signature Venetian Wine Cake at Lunch with the
Bunch!  Many congratulations to Rozanne.

BSEC To EXHIBIT AT SAME SEX WEDDING EXPoO
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

BSEC will have an Exhibitor' s table at the SameSex Wed-
ding Expo, to be held February 26-27th at the Jacob
Javits Convention Center. Volunteers are needed for ta-
bling, set up and break down at the Expo. This will be a
wonderful opportunity for us fo reach out to the GLBT
community in New York City and beyond.

It' s also a fun and exciting Expo, and volunteers wiill
get to attend for free or at discounted rates, so calll
Celeste Leibowitz at 718-336-3683.

Bruceleib@aol.com and let me know if you can help!

BSEC FRIDAY SUPPERS
WITH CLERGY LEADER, LISEL BURNS 6:30-8 PM

o 2nd Friday: Colloguy Supper: BSEC Quaker-style

. Reflection on the theme, "Fairness.”

« * 3rd Friday: Open Supper: Information and Socializ-
* ing - especially for people newer to the BSEC com-
. munity.

* 4th Friday: Community Volunteers’ Supper: socialize
with other do-gooders & work: RSVP (718) 783-2298
Leader’s office.

REMINDER: PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PLEDGES. THANK YOU

LIVELY ARTS EXCURSIONS WITH JOAN KLIPS.
B.A.M. DINNERAND A MOVIE

Friday, Feb. 18 at 5:30 join member Joan Klips for a "dinner
and a movie" event at B.AM. For § 21 diners get a three-
course dinner and a glass of house wine, when they show a
ticket stub from any movie shown that day at BAM. We' |l &-
cide on which film to see when we see what' s playing.

A $2 fundraising fee will be collected from each attendee.
Movie schedules are available at www.bam.org. Call Joan at
718 - 748 -1127 for details.

MESSAGE FROM THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:

We are actively seeking new members to
join our committee in building the Society.

Come to our next meeting on Sunday
February 20, after Colloquy.

Melanie Richardson, Chair,
melanieannr@verizon.net;
Co-Vice-chairs, Vandra Thorburn and Annette Bernstein
who can be reached at v.thorburn@verizon.net and
annetteesi@aol.com.

Remembering Marshal Dubin who died in Baltimore
January 30t 2004. His voice is silent but
we remember him with love.

SHARING CARING — THE PIED PIPER OF HAMLIN

In the 15th century, according to the New York Times & fairy
tales, there once was a pied Piper of Hamlin, a town in
Saxony. He had a group of followers and he led them beyond
the mountains, to Transylvania (tfo Hungary and Roumania
(Transylvania means beyond the mountains in English). My
question to all of you is: Do you have an open and inquiring
mind? | am not asking you to follow a cult type leader, but be
open 1o trying new foods, sounds and the openness will keep
you young in spirit and hopefully physically. | once met a Tran-
sylvanian-Saxonian in Munich. He had driven a Volkswagen
from South Africa to Egypt. Now, would you like some fresh
dandelions in your salad? Roger Kaufman

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH AT 4PM 0
MOMENTA NEw MusiC CONCERT SERIES & BSEC PRESENT

Cornetist Taylor Ho Bynum playing his own compositions
with the Spidermonkey Strings: Jason Hwang, Jean Cook,
violins; Stephanie Griffin, viola; Tomas Ulrich, cello; Pete
Fitzpatrick, electric guitar; Joseph Daley, tuba; Luther
Gray, drums; Jay Hoggard, vibraphone.

Spidermonkey Strings is an ensemble of unique instrumen-
tation and powerful musicianship led by cornetist and
composer Taylor Ho Bynum, and featuring some of the
finest improvising musicians on the east coast from the
jazz, rock, and new music worlds. Named after Anase the
Spider and the Monkey King, the music attempts to be as
subversively humorous and surprisingly beautiful as those
mythic fricksters.  $10 Fee (50/50 fund raiser for BSEC)




CHILDREN'S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY ETHICS-ORIENTED
AND FAMILY PROGRAMMING FOR ALL
[ ]
SUNDAYS - 10:30aM-12:30pM
(IN FEBRUARY - 6, 13& 27)

[ ]

CONTACT AUDREY KINDRED, CHILDREN'’S SUNDAY

ASSEMBLY DIRECTOR FOR INFORMATION ON HOW

TO VISIT OR SIGN UP FOR CLASSES

ONGOING REGISTRATION

ETHICALKIN @ HOTMAIL.COM

3RD FRIDAY FAMILY NIGHT OUT
February 18, 6:30-10pm

Children’s activities in this stfructured and supervised "open
space" will include: games, stories, songs and movement, art
projects and ethical action projects. Upstairs at the Good
Coffeehouse - a salsa lesson & performance. $10

Every child is welcome. Ages 2-13.

$15 for one child, $25 for two;

(discount price of $10 for members of BSEC
and our Children' s Sunday Assembly Program)

Join us In the newly renovated basement of
The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture. Contact
EthicalKin@hotmail.com or RSVP at 718-789-7958

Please tell your friends.

CATCHING UP

CSA' s Winter Festival was a celebration of our Inner Colors, an
igniting and sharing of imagination and credativity in the face
of winter' s oncoming coldness and starkness.  Children
created a dance of colors to share with others; CSA student
puppeteer Sam with his helpful assistant Kevin created a
gingerbread puppet show about a gingerbread group' s
response to their own "global" dilemma. Parents and children
explored Marshall Rosenberg' s Non Violent Communication
through a game of feelings and needs; others decorated
gingerbread cookies; still others modeled o be photo-
graphed as the gift they inherently are to their families and to
the world. We all sang together, welcomed new friends and
visitors and | sure hope and frust that all had a wonderful time
of celebration.

We closed our year with stories and art about the Winter
Solstice -- the longest night of the year which brings about the
reemergence of the Sun' s light. We created a giffor our
beloved teacher Margit as a way of sending her our love,
and wishing her well as she moves on to new endeavors. As
we say goodbye to her Sunday presence, we do welcome
wonderful additions to our Assistant Teacher staff: Anja Berry
and Victoria Wagnerman join Jason Liebowitz and Jonah
Lichtash.

In January we welcomed the new year and any new families
to come and explore our program if intferested or curious
Happiest New Year to All | Audrey Kindred

FEBRUARY AT CSA

Hello to all from CSA director
Audrey Kindred:

With hearts as the cultural symbol of the

season, let me offer a "love" story a la CSA.

One day, young Aria asked me, "Audrey, can | ask you a
question? Why do you fell all the children, ' | love you'
even if you don' t know them very well, or you just met
them?" Isn' t it a precious observation that se made and
arficulated?

We conversed about this. The way that love is infinite,
and infinitely sharable unlike material things like the bites
of an apple; the way that a person' s love can brighten
another' s day, make them feel good inside, and in fact,
help them bring out the best in themselves; the way that
loving aftention is a gift you can share generously; the
way that when | say | love you to a child at CSA, instantly
the world feels a little more sweet -- not just to them, but
tome. It' s adtl give myself, loving others in my midst.

CSA has had quite an extended winter hibernation,
given the snow storm and long day weekend in January.
In February we will dig our heels in, exploring the notion
and practice of Ethical Action. We begin by decorating
hanging heart decorations to sell at the fund-raiser to
benefit Tsunami survivors at BSEC on 2/13. In celebrating
love and friendship | want to encourage all participants
to bring a new guest friend to CSA on one of these morn-
ings or on our Friday Night Out.

The calendar for February looks like this---CSA MEETS ON
FEB. 6,13 AND 27, from 10:30-12:30. WE DO NOT MEET in
the morning of 2/ 20, due fo Presidents Day weekend
FRIDAY NIGHT OUT takes place on Friday 2/18 (call to
make reservations). Best Wishes, Audrey Kindred

SAVE THE DATE - MARCH 6
SUNDAY FILM SHOWING - “LITANY FOR SURVIVAL:
THE LIFE & WORK OF AUDRE LORDE:”

An epic portrait of the eloquent, award winning black,
lesbian, poet, mother, feacher and activist. Audre
Lorde's writings articulated some of the most important
social and political visions of the 20rh century.  $3.00

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:

Bea Garber--11, Selma Richman--12,
Vijay Rao--15, Michael Wagnerman--21,
Stephen Klips--28

2

MONTHLY NVC PRACTICE GROUP AT BSEC
FOURTH MONDAYS: FREE

Want to communicate with more honesty, power, and
authenticity? Want skills to fully hear others and be confi-
dent that you' re being heard? Come join us for this
monthly community "open" NVC practice group led by
Dian Killian, PhD, Director of the Brooklyn Center for Non-
violent Communication and author of Connecting Across
Differences: An Infroduction fo Compassionate, Nonvio-
lent Communication. Meets the Fourth Monday of every
month from 7-9pm. No advance registration. No fee.
Contributions are invited to offset space & materials cost.
Come as offen as you like! www.BrooklynNVC.org.




THE GOOD COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR 30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON

BROOKLYN’S HOME FOR ACOUSTIC ROOTS MUSIC
53 Prospect Park West at 2nd Sreet in Park Sope, Brooklyn - 718-768-2972
Shows gart at 8 PM —($10 at door, $6 for kids, *except where noted)

SPECIAL EVENT - SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 13, 4PM - S15

A PATCH QUILT OF AMERICAN ROMANTIC EXPRESSIONS THAT HAVE COME FROM ACROSS
OUR DIVERSE LANDSCAPE, AND AROUND THE GLOBE.

VALENTINES DAY CONCERT

“AMERICAN LOVE STORIES”

SPOKEN WORD & JAZZ CONCERT PRESENTED BY

LOVESTORM ENTERTAINMENT GROUP LLC
Featuring Mo Beasley & G uest Artists:

Steve W hite — Poet & Instrumentalist,
Vandana - Indian Classical Singer & Poet,

Thue Le’ - Vietnamese Singer & Dancer,
Tantra - poet — Nathan P. - poet
aritri — Classical /Jazz Pianist &
Soul Folk Vocalist & more

POT LUCK SUPPER BENEFIT FOLLOWSAT 6PM £ $15 (OR $25 FOR BOTH EVENTS)
TO RAISE MONEY FOR AFRICAN FISHING VILLAGES EFFECTED BY THE TSUNAMI|

Feb 4 Traveling Troubadour Series: Bob Brozman ($15)
Bob Brozman (www .bobb rozman.com) isa master of dide, fingerstyle and percussve guitar. Hisex-
hilarating show spansthe global and music spectrum. Hisrhythmic dexterity resonateswith elementsof blues, jazz Gypsy
swing, calypso, sega, and even the most modern hip-hop and ska beats.

Feb 11 Bill Dillof hasbeen playing and performing old-time music since the e arly 1960s, both asa member of
the inimitable Canebrake Rattlers;asa duet, Moo nshine Hollow; and in solo performances, asin tonight's show. Wha t-
everinstruments Bill bringswith him —and he isacc omplished on guitar, fidd le, banjo, Hawaiian guitar, harmonica a nd
autoharp —he remainsfaithful to the stylesand idiosyncrasiesof the old-time and @ omm ercial® country music of the
1920sand 1930s. Plus Wild Bill Jones featuresfidd ler Bill Chrissophersen and multi-instrumentalists Rhysand Christina
Jones. Theirsound d rawson a range of old-time influencesfrom Arthur Smith to Chirps Smith to Hobart Smith to Smith©s
Garage Fdd le Band.

Feb 18 3rd Fiday with the Park Sope Food Coop
Son Como Sonisa funky blend of traditional Cuban Son and contemporary Cuban salsa led by saxophonist/
flautist Onel Mulet. Salsa leson to precede performance.

Feb 25 World Music Concert

With a deep respect and passgon forthe world'smusic, Imaginary Homeland (www .imaginaryhomeland.
com) chartsa fresh course forjazzasit dipseasily acrossnational boundariesto find a wholly original, global sound. A
see mingly familiar quartet of saxophone, violin, bass and percusson expandstheirboundariesto incorporate dueling
lunnatalking drums, bassand-body-percusson duetsand fidd ling that veersfrom App alachia to jazzto Africa. Plusthe
Bernard Woma Trio offersthe virtuosity and live power from the legendary master of the African xylophone (gyil), Bernard
Woma, who hasled the National Dance Company of Ghana on toursof Europe, Asia and the U.S In thistrio, he joins
longtime collaborators Mark Sone and Kofi Ameyaw to play traditional music of the Dagara people, aswellasWoma's
own innovative compositionsfor the gyil. A rare opp ortunity to see thisamazing African tradition up close.
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Brooklyn Society for Ethical Cultfure o 53 Prospect Park West & 2nd
Street Brooklyn NY 117215 - 718.768.2972 bsecOffice@aol.com
www.bsec.org
www.bsec.org
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
] 2 3 4 5
GCH: 8-10pm 2-3:30: Photogra-
7pm: Board phy Workshop
Meeting w/ Annemarie
Mogil
6 PLATFORM 7 8 9 10 11 12
Storytelling Community Sing | Platform .
1am: "Making A | with Mary S\Zgomkgnn,s 6:30 Meeting, 7om | GCH:8-10Pm 1 45 5
Friendly Economy” Savage . Interspiritual
10am CSA 7-9pm Chorus 7-90M | 1 chi 7-9pm 6:30-8pm Didlogue
am with JP Free for Collogquy Group
Members Supper:
1-4pm Dialogue Quaker- style
Project Reflection -
Fairness
13 PLATFORM 14 15 16 17 18 19
1Tam: "Brooklyn Brooklyn Tai Chi- with JP GCH: 8-10pm
Immigrants at Risk” Women's 7-9pm - Free for
Chorus, 7-9pom | members 6:30-10pm CSA
Tpm workshop Family Night
10am CSA 7-10 Interspiri- Out
4-pm “American tual Dialogue .
Love Stories” Con- 6:30-8pm Sup-
cert $15 per & Social
6pm Benefit Supper
$15
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
. Brooklyn Tai Chi- with JP GCH: 8-10pm
1Tam: Collogy on Women’s 7-9pm - Free for | 7-10pm
Freedom '
NO CSA Chorus, 7-9pm | members Flr)once Com- 6:30—8pm.
1pm Membership y mittee, Community
) 7-10 Interspiritual Volunteer
Meeting .
Dialogue Supper &
4pm Momenta Sociall
Concert Series
Fundraiser $10
THE 2005 PEACE SITE AWARD
27 PLATFORM 28
“National Health 7-9pm Non PLEASE JOIN THE PROCESS OF CHOOSING THISYEAR’S
Insurance...” Violent RECIPIENT FOR THE PEACE SITE AWARD IN A SPECIAL
1-3 pm: Monthly cation

Bed- Stuy Partner-
ships Meeting

SEND YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO MAUREEN EGGINTON AT
BROOKLYNETHICALSOCIETY@YAHOO.COM OR
CHORWITZ@EARTHLINK.NET




AN ETHICAL VALENTINE
BY CELESTE LEIBOWITZ

We are drawn to tales of "star-crossed lovers." Romeo
and Juliet, Tony and Maria, Heloise and Abelard, to
name just a few. Whether the lovers are punished for
crossing the borders of religion, race, class, or just a
family feud, we thrill to their stories with tears in our eyes, and

share vicariously in their pain.

Romance, adventure and eventual fragedy excite the audience,
but in our own lives we want the peaceable and everyday joys of
love, without suffering society' s disapproval.

Ethical Culture makes love stories come true, when others would
have denied them. When the Nuremberg Laws forbade marriage
between Jews and Christians, Ethical Culturists in Germany and
Austria continued to perform interfaith weddings.

Two Ethical Leaders were arrested in Vienna, and John Lovejoy
Elliott, then Leader of the New York Society, made a dangerous
trip into Nazi-occupied Europe 1o plead for and win their release.

In the United States, Ethical Culture Leaders performed interfaith
and interracial weddings, and were often the only religious alter-
native to a brief ceremony at City Hall. At Ethical Culture Societies,
lovers turned away by other religious institutions found welcome
and a willing officiant,

In that same spirit we support and officiate at commitment cere-
monies for the GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered)
community, whose day to stand up for their right to marry has
come. BSEC belongs to Just Matrimony (www.justmatrimony.org),
an organization that asks participating clergy and wedding
officiants to take a moment during the pre-wedding interview to
present basic information on the inequality of marriage laws in
America.

So how does all this relate to Valentine' s Day, and what' s it got to
do with our annual theme of "Waging Peace? "

According to one account, under the rule of Emperor Claudius I,
Rome was involved in many bloody and unpopular campaigns.
Claudius the Cruel had a hard time getting soldiers to join his mili-
tary leagues. He believed that the reason was that Roman men
did not want to leave their wives and families. So Claudius can-
celed all marriages and engagements in Rome.

Saint Valentine was a priest in Rome in the days of Claudius II. He
secretly married couples in violation of the Emperor' s decree. For
this, he was put to death on the 14th day of February, about the
year 270.

So behind the cards, the flowers, and the candy lies the story of a
man who performed marriages even though they were forbidden
on pain of death. By doing so he was not only standing up for love
but making it more difficult for the Roman Emperor to gather in
unmarried volunteer soldiers, to fight in these unjust and unpopular
wars.

When we stand up for the right to marry, and as we oppose a
bloody and unpopular war here and now, we can feel a sympa-
thy and solidarity with Saint Valentine.

As we mark a day in mid-February that honors love and romance,

RECITE ME A ROSE

My eyes explore arose’s head
slipoing info the plush folck,

soft as the wrirnkles

that pudker round the aanberry-velvert
slesves of an evening gown,
Wine of dl ages

Stains ifs aheeks,

and soft lies.

| sink info

The deep red smell---

an dnost faste ifs flavor,
Pressing lcshes,

l'inhde imoges of

Montague, mondolin, and nmoonlight,
Only gazing again

To reaognize the faae of a somnet,
Fresh and snooth,

Que dolahe desio!

Petdis like the dernse choalate
aoated syllables of I' anour.
Petds arled like sonnet wor

On a young fongue.

Phrases nestledina

Symmetriad bloom

Rhymes and Rhythm

Traced fromthe center,

Melting and blending

Info the silken cabbage aown.
Ahh...Mon petit dhou!

Lovers soak Yo eadh sentence,

As they ao the flower’s thic perfure.
Paradise. ..

...unless astray fingerfip

Brushes thorns below

La bella,

La Belle,

The beauty

by Christina Margaret Porter,
January 1, 1984 — January 16, 2005

Barely 21 years old, Christina Porter suffered
catastrophic head injuries after an accident
in a beginner’s ski class at Dartmouth Unive r-
sity and died due to complications after be-
ing in a coma for a year. Subsequently, her
parents discovered serious unmet needs for
wearing ski helmets and for original research
into the medical freatment of severe head
trauma as well as therapeutic recovery
methods. Brent Porter and Mary Solstrom-
Porter urge public awareness of the prevent-
able catastrophic nature of such accidents
and are working towards the mandatory use
of helmets — especially in ski-classes.

www.thechristinafund.com

we can dedicate ourselves more fully to supporting and speaking out for the rights of all lovers to enjoy the benefits of
marriage. So let' s sendburselves an Ethical Valentine, and reaffirm our love for BSEC, a Society that wages peace, and
embraces lovers of all backgrounds and orientations. Let' s send our loved ones the cards, the flowers and the candy,
and let' s give an Ethical Valentine to ouown BSEC, with a donation in honor or in memory of someone we love.
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FEBRUARY PLATFORMS & WORKSHOPS WE'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.BSEC.ORG

WAGING PEACE: REALIZING THE PROMISE OF ETHICAL CULTURE

Feb 6 - “Making A Friendly Economy with Friends and Neighbors,”

With Leader, Lisel Burns PLEASE JON THE DE AIC

Under the radar screen are worldwide efforts to create alternative economic arrange- PROCESS CF CHOCSING A CANDI-
ments that actually help us connect with our neighbors instead of distance ourselves
from them. US communities are largely divided by how much they can spend on
schooling, housing, and healthcare. Two initiatives that try to break down that division
through cooperation are featured at this platform. A guest from Brooklyn' s Elderplan TICNS TO BROCKLYNETHI-
"time dollars" health program will discuss how 800+ participants exchange their time for CALSCOETY@YAHOO.GOM

goods and services at no cash cost. Leader Lisel Burns will draw out workable insights
from some local to global alternative currency projects that bypass the official "legal
tender" we call money.

DATE FCR THE 2005 PEACE SITE
AWARD AND SEND YQUR  SUGEES-

Ethical Culture members
WORKSHOP: 1pm: Darfur & Chad Refugees, with Rashid Sherif, M.D join together in Ethical
Dr. Sherif is a psychiatrist and humanitarian rights worker who will be talking about
his original interventions with families and communities suffering under war conditions. He is
currently working with displaced and refugee populations in Chad.

Societies to assist each
other in developing
ethical ideas and ideals
and to work fogether to
improve our world and

Feb 20 - "Mid-Winter Colloquy on the Theme: Freedom" A more meditative Ethical the world of our children.
Culture ceremony, on a theme, with sharing, music and reflection.

Feb 13 - "Brooklyn Immigrants At Risk--What Can Be Done to Help?
Followed by 1pm Workshop on the same subject.

“Always actt o elicit the

Feb.27 - "National Health Insurance in the U.S.--Has It' s Time ComeWith Dr. Oliver Fein bestin others and there by
Professor, Clinical Public Health, at Weill Medical College of Cornell University. in oneself.”

Felix Adl Found

March 6 - “Neither Victims Nor Bystanders-What World Issues Aren' t Women' s el er, rounder
Issues Today?" With Leader, Lisel Burns

Brooklyn Society for

Ethical Culture

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street
Brooklyn, NY 11215

“Within the black community, there was a sense of
pride regarding my accomplishment, a pride min-
gled with frustration that fifty years after Brown v.
Board of Education and forty years after the pas-
sage of the Voting Rights Act, we should still be
celebrating the possibility (and only the possibility,
for I have a fough general election coming up) that
I might be the sole African-American -- and only the
third since Reconstruction -- to serve in the Senate.”

From the Preface of the 2004 edition of: Dreams
from My Father: A Story of Race & Inheritance,”
By Barack Obama

Barack Obama, Author, lawyer, activist,
the first African-American

president of the Harvard Law Review. and
the only African-American Senator
serving in the US Congress .




