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2004 -2006 LEADERSMESSAGE: DELIBERATE CULTURE & SOLID GROUND
Platform Theme
WAGING PEACE: When |was gnall, Iwasphysically strong but emotionally timid, a bit
Realizing the Promise of reluctantto lose those training whee Ison the bike. For several years
Ethical Culture afterlearning to swim, I refused to go on an outing involving water
without packing my flipp ers, those wacky loo king webb ed rubb er
feet extensonsthattransformed me into a fairly confident frog in
the most turbulent sea.

"What'sthe problem?" my family would ask. | nevertold them, but |
MARCH PLATFORMS knew w hat it wasallalong. It wasfine to stay on the ground, orto
6 feel my feet on the sand orbottom of the pool. But leaving the
. - h my feet, whetherinto the air with the bike, ori
"Neither Victims Nor Bystanders- ground bene at my eet, whetherinto the air with the bl_e orinto
f deep waterto swim, now that waswhere trouble could find me.
What World Issues Aren't Women ©s Emptinessunderfoot would d efinitely not do
Issues Today ?" with Lead er, Lisel Burns P y '

Lpm :Fim on the life of Audre Lorde —$3 Thischildhood fear of leaving solid ground d id fade. But even after

13 llearned asan adultthat I'd fallen in a poolasa todd lerand nearly
"The Ethic al Imp lic ations of the drowned, the e xistential challenge remained d aunting. | am still
Current Educ ation System" with Dr. Milton loath to leave what solid ground | have eamed without resources
Schwe bel, author of Remaking that I trust to give me a lift when deep waterscome my way.
America'sThree School Systems:
Now Separate and Unequal Felix Adlerwasa smallman who cast a large shadow. He founded
Follow up Workshop at 1pom and carried thisethical movement for half a century, from hisyoung
20 adulthood in the 1870's- until hisdeath in 1933. He bent hisheart,

mind and spiritto change the world forthe better. And to do so he
swam in deep waters, asking people to place ethicalconsidera-
tionsfirst in leading their livesand add ressissuesfrom local to

"Personal, Favorite and International
Poetry," organized by Constance Pigozzi

27 global. He wasa religiousand social reformer, a moralist, a minor
"Spring Collo quy: Uniqueness" A colloquy philosopher, an academic and an organizer - a very pragmatic
isa more meditative Ethical Culture intellectual. He also used this movement as leverage with which to
ceremony on a theme, with sharing, connect hisresourcesto many other social movementsand moral
music and reflection. reformers. And he used whatevertoolshe had at hand to keep his
April 3 head above wateralong the way.

"Spiritual Wisdom: Can We Take What We Want Histoolsincluded hisideas, and wordswhich he used to inspire,
and Leave the Rest?” with Lead er, Lisel Burns educate, persuade and challenge. Many were the people who
Can we use the piecesof spiritual traditions said their liveschanged for the better, their political or moral per-

we now practice asour ethical spectivestransformed, for having heard Dr. Adler speak. Backing
sysemsaswell? up the wordswere also considerable institutional and financial

resourcesacc esshle through Ehical Culture'sfirst gene ration's
generally affluent membership. Membersraised the moniesneeded
forthe movement'spractical good worksfrom theirown circlesof
influence and acc ess They founded settlement housesin low-
income neighborhoods, and created schoolswith ethical, art and
vocational education forall students. Ethical Society leaders
ETHICSFOR CHILDREN: 10:30-12:30 helped create the first World Congressof Religion, and (with African

American leaderslike W.B. Dubois) helped to found, then radical,

Sundays, March 6,13, 20 civic groupsincluding the National Asociation for the Advance-

ment of Colored People (NAACP).

Platformsare held Sundaysat 11am atthe
BSEC Meeting House and are free and
open to the public.

ALLAREWEILCOME

cont’'d on page 4......
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WORTH

It isnot whatthe world gives me
Inhonor, praise, or gold,;
Itiswhat | do givetheworld,
So others do unfold.

If by my work through lifel can
Another soul unfold,
Then | have done what cannot be
Made good — by praise or —gold.

Onetiny thought in tiny word —
M ay give a great one — birth,

And, if thatt hought was caused by me,
| lived alife of worth.

“Leavesof Gold” by Richard Wolfe

Submitted by Joan Klips

LIVELY ARTSADVENTURE WITH
JOAN KLIPS.

Monday —March 14 at NOON

Join in fora museum outing atthe
newly re-opene d Museum of
Modern Art, Monday, March 14 at
NOON.

The first person to respond getsa
discount on the admisson price
($5 instead of $20).

We have a choice of three res
taurantsatthe museum forlunch.
CallJoan at (718) 748 - 1127 for
details. A$2perperson fee willbe
collected for fundraising for BSEC.

AEU BOARD NEWS

The ne xt meeting of the AEU Board will take
place on March 12 at NYSEC to discussthe
strategic planning proposalsput forth by the
AEU Planning Committee . They willcome be-
fore the Asembly if the AEU Board app roves
these proposals. Board meetingsare open
and if you wantto come, please contact
John Hartman at 212-873-6500. They take
place from 9:00am-5:30pm.

The Asembly planning isevolving, so very
soo n the invitationswillbe sent out for the
weekend of Memorial Day 2005 in Northern
Virginia..

Please contact Martha Gallahue (212-932-
7809) if you have any questions about this.

GLOBAL DAY OF PROTEST

Saturday, March 19, the second
anniversary of the start of the
Iraq war, willbe a global day of
protest by anti-warand peace
groups.

We are hoping that Broo klyn
peace and justice groupswill
have a strong and visible
presence on thatday. We
would like to invite you to meet
with usand representativesof
other Broo klyn groupsto talk
about activitiesfor that day.

For more information, orto RSVP,
contact Broo klyn Parentsfor
Peace by e-mailorphone
718-624-5921.

www .brooklynpeace.org

Ehically Speaking ispublished 10 timesa yearby
BSEC. Thismonth’sisaue includescontributionsby
Lisel Burns, Audrey Kindred, Constance Pigoza,
Rita Wilson, Tina Aridas, Maureen Egginton,
Charlie Horwitz, Nettie Paisley, Roger Kaufman,
Joan Klipsand Hlen Raider.

Please send contributionsto Mauree n Egg inton
at broolynethicalsociety@yahoo.com.

April Newsletter Deadline
Friday, March 18

Unfortunately, space constraints ometimes
dictate whethera contribution can be included.

SHARING AND CARING

To be chairman of the Sharing and Commiit-
tee islike being on the front linesof a battle
orwar. There are many people within our
community who could use different kinds of
help such asimproved housing, counseling,
food shopping, help in getting to platforms
on unday and more. lwillbe calling Donna
Robertsat the National Headquartersof the
AEUto see whatisgoing on in other Ehical
Societiesboth in our metropolitan area a nd
the country asa whole. If something iswork-
ing wellin . Louisor Chicago we should
know w hatthey are doing and also howwe
can be of help to the other societies. In the
near future, I will try to make you aware of
what Sharing and Caring isdoing around
the country and howwe can implement
other programs. Roger Kaufman

BSEC DELEGATION TO
AEU ASSEMBLY

Theme: Best Practices

Contact Lisel Burnsif you are
interested in joining a delegation
from BSEC and othersto the
Asembly on Memorial Day

Wee kend, May 27- 30, 2005 in
Northern Virginia. Travel and
lodging plansnee d to be made
soon. Liselwillbe giving a work-
shop on "Fair Compensation”
campaignsto help localcongre-
gations share best practicesin
personnel, and raise their policies
and practicesto match the val-
uesthey hold. The NLC will offer
a resolution forthe adoption of
thiscampaign acrossthe Ehical
movement including local socie-
tiesand the AEU national office
and its gaffing arrangements.
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LIFE & ETHICS 05
Opening Session + Sunday March 20 +
MARCH2  3-6PM $10

HAVE WE REALLY COME A LONG WAY
BABY?WOMEN'SPANEL

BSEC FRIDAY SUPPERS
WITH CLERGY LEADER, LISEL BURNS % 6:30-8 Pm

- * 2nd Friday: Colloquy Supp er: BSEEC Quaker-style
: Reflection on the theme Social Identity.
* 3rd Friday: Open Qupp er: Information and Socializing -
especially forpeople ne wer to the BSEC comm unity.
* 4th Fiday: Community Volunteers Supp er: socialize
with other activistss& do some he Ipful work.

Bring $5 or pot luck dish.
RSVP Leader's Office (718) 783-2298 or BEECLdr@aol.com

Join Southern Comfortsin a feisty afternoon of conversa-
tion and sharing acrossa diversity of women®©s genea-
tionsand cultures. During thisinteractive sesson, ex-
plore with the paneliststhe current statusof women with
topics such aseducation, work, relationshipsand moth-

feed the souland purchase deliciousdinnersanddes
RECENT PROJECTS & PARTNERS

sertsto feed the belly. Take away a complementary
Participate with our Ethical Action Committee on isaies Southern Comfortsgift bag and lotsof free literature will
including world peace, economic justice, housing,

be available. Www .southerncomforts.netisa creation
education and health reform. Follow-up p anelsare often of member Nettie Paisey “to prowde"beauty and peace
held after Platform to continue a discusson of the throughempowerment of allpeople.
Platform subject - sometimeswith a documentary, hosted
by BSEC©s Ethical Action Committee. Contact Chair,
Charlie Horwitz at chorwitz@earthlink.net

MARCH 2Zr 1-3PM $10
PLAYING WITH THE ARTS: SESSION 1
SPONTANEOUSWRITING WITH TASHA PALEY

A great way to get our creative juicesflowing and to
share together! We choose a topic at random and use
it asa springboard fora brief writing (5'-10"). Then who-
evercaresto readstheir writing aloud in safety . We will
have time for severaltopicsand several go-rounds. lIts
wonderful to see how many different, interesting writings
come to life in such a brief period! So come join us!

Bed-Stuy Emp ower ment Project: PS44 Partne rship:

Bene fit and auction forthe school: tickets$50.

Contact Nettie Paidey at www .southerncomforts.net

— SAVE THE DATE — SATURDAY - MAY 14. Plusmonthly
meetingson local development isues.

Church of Ge thsemane: Congregation of former
prisoners, and volunteersin prison ministry.

www .justiceworks.org.

Brooklyn Parents for Peace: Localpeace group -
collaborating on annual Peace Fair & education on
localand foreign policy.

The Independent Comm ission on Public Educ ation:

A human rightsframework on education. Education isfor
developing the potential of the person —the community
must be involved in that development.

Annual Children of Abraham Peace Walk:

Partnership with localinterfaith group.

The Human Rights Educ ation Projec t: Comprising BSEC
community partnersincluding Broo klyn Parentsfor
Peace, the Dialogue Project, the Social Action Commiit-
tee sof the Park Sope United Methodist Church and All
Souls Bethlehe m Church in Kensington, isco- sponsoring *Some May & June programs may be subjectto location change.
a human rights-oriented film seriesforthe month of April 000000000000 00 0000000000000 00000
created by the ne w group, The April series sssonswill NATIONAL SERVICE CONFERENCE

screen a three part journey of a Palestinian and Israeli
flmmakerteam, traveling the 1947 border mandated by
the UN. To help p lan future series, or for more information,
contact chorwitz@earthlink.net.

April 3: Self Care and Healing Fair (see page 7)

April 17: Playing With the Arts: Sesdon 2- Performing Our
Family Sories

May 1: Him “Thirst” A reflection on the state of the
world’swater supp ly.

May 1: Playing With Art: Sesdon 3: Slk Painting

May 20-21: In Mother' sKitchen: Turning Family Memories
into Self-Publishing Gifts

May 22: Making Music While Creating Family Traditions

June 12: Sunday Opera Workshop

FORMOREDETAILS AND TO REQUESTA PROG RAM BROCHURE,
CONTACT HELEADERSOFACEATBSECIder@aol.co m

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
i
ETHICAL ACTION COMM ITTEE erhood. Enjoy sharing, leaming, venting and healing to
Or call the office —718-768-2972
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The National Service Conference steering committee will
be having joint meetingswith other community groupsin
Queen s, March 20th and Philadelphia, March 27th. We are
Fonkoze: Ongoing supp ort of a Haitian peasant owned delightgd to find ourgelvesinpreasipgly becoming reinte-
micro credit bank, www .fonkoze.org. grated into local Society social action commitments. Asto
BSEC Peace Site Annual Award: the BSEC Ethical Action Committee, again many thanksto
those who have taken up Chibueze Okorie©scause.

Each spring we celebrate and award a person working
forpeace on a local, national or international

basis. Volunteer and listen to good music atthe

Supp orting Soldiers & Casualties of War: sam e time! We're loo king for volun teers to wor k one
Monthly tabling (7th Ave & Carroll) to collect supp liesfor Friday nighta month atthe Goo d Coffeehouse Music
soldiersin Iraq and humanitarian relief for Iraqi Parlor. Contact Linda Stallard at Linda 56NY@aol.co m to find

civiians. Contact Daverobinsonworks@yahoo.com. out the low -down.




LeadersMessage_continued from front page.........

Social "cells" of the ethical movement, the Ethical Societies were designed to serve as local peftri dishes nurturing both
projects challenging moral ills of the time and also habits of good character in the membership. Diverse, deliberate
communities were a form best suited, Adler thought, o provide the “right con ditions” for the moral development people
needed. At its best, this happened through powerful platform addresses on Sundays, social networking of families in a
community with shared values, life-long friendships, and common strivings. At the center of the movement, a core group
met regularly with Dr. Adler, choosing tithing, celibacy outside of marriage and other practices chosen to apply a
personal commitment to a "higher life" as they understood it. However we might adjust these expectations today, |
imagine a core of such people in every organization would welcome an invitation to raise self chosen standards in their
own lives, with the support of others so inclined. This attention to the cultivation of personal ethical practices may be an
underestimated element of Dr. Adler' s work.

Partly to explore this area of "right conditions" in inner life and our relation to current spiritual traditions, the BSEC' s Life
Reflections group read from Adler’s Life and Destiny this winter, and the Life and Ethics adult education Series ' 05 will ce
host a Self Care and Healing Fair this coming April 3, from 2-9 p.m. While Adler promoted strong organizational cultures
with high ethical standards, his hope for the reconstruction of modern society seemed to lie finally, as with most wisdom
leaders, in the transformation of persons and their influence upon the larger world. Changed people influenced by "right
ideas" and "right conditions" would change society not the other way around.

In the meantime, however, the materialist side of the social reformer ensured that the institutions organized by the ethical
movement were deliberate examples of a higher culture than the status quo. They were deliberate contradictions to the
ruling elite’s disregard for conditions of life for people of color, for labor, or for the newer immigrants - all seeking a better
life in America' s teeming cities. | thank the founding generdion in Ethical Culture (for all its noblesse oblige) for their
practical, inclusive application of that deep Jewish yearning for righteousness across all backgrounds. It is echoed
recently in the growth of interfaith voices combining their hopes for a spiritually based social movement to form the
national organization, TIKKUN (see www.tikkun.orQ).

The promise of Ethical Culture’s founding years calls us o the responsibility of ethical living, as subjects in the human situ a-
tion, with the capacity to seek out and stand up for “right conditions” whenever we can. To sit by while those "right co n-
ditions" are omitted anywhere when it is in our power to do something to secure them is wrong. We should not tolerate
wrongdoing or stay passive bystanders to the wrongs that are not affecting our own communities directly. The emerging
BSEC Ethical Action collaboration with P.S. 44 in Bedford-Stuyvesant (thanks to new member Nettie Paisley), and our links
to a growing city-wide education reform effort (thanks to returning member Ellen Raider), are two exciting new projects
we gladly support.

March is full of spring winds blowing. Ten years after the Fourth International Women' s World Conference in China, we
celebrate women's histo ry month with several events featuring remarkable women. On March 6 af 1 p.m., we co-host
with Indigocafe.com a screening of a documentary on the life and work of Audre Lorde. If you want "right conditions"
for all of NYC' s school families, powerful rerm efforts will be addressed March 13, so try not to miss our morning platform
meeting. On March 18, former BSEC President Warren Miner will be honored in Congressman Major Owen’s annual Life
Achievement Awards, with legendary civil rights leader and Congressman John Lewis as the guest speaker, at the Grand
Prospect Hall. On March 20, from 3-6 p.m. all are invited to enjoy our Women' s History Panel with its rich variety of voices
as we begin this Spring' s Life and Ethics Series.  And, in between on Intanational Women' s Day, this year's fradition
breaking recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, Professor Wangari Maathai, founder of the Kenyan-based Green Belt
movement, speaks March 8 at 7 p.m. at Manhattan’s historic Cooper Union, where | hope to get a seat and see some
of the BSEC community.

At arecent United Nations' Soutkto-South meeting Professor Maathai was invited for her first speaking engagement
following the award. With her usual courage, she used the time to both inspire and chide autocratic African leaders,
saying that all governments, fo be responsible, needed the three legs of the humble African stool. For the three legs of
the little stool, on which she said our commmon destiny, as a global community must rely, she proposed the great ideals
of Democracy, Transparency, and Fair Distribution of Resources. A simple image, for a complex situation, but what great
moral and political weight those words carried in that UN auditorium!

For me, a long time admirer of Professor Maathai for the ways she used her resources (heart, mind, spirit and purse) to
partner with the poorest Kenyan grassroots women in planting 20 million trees and ultimately winning a seat in
Parliament, for her moral courage and her personal humility, it was message enough. | beheld again, just for a moment,
my beloved swimming flippers, safely packed in that childhood summer beach kit. | heard Felix Adler say, “Yes, those
are our right con ditions." Such is great leadership, that capacity to find and communicate a strategic, ethical vision of
the future and what we can do to achieve it by peaceful means, with what Winston Churchill called "the simplicity be-
yond complexity." Thus inspired, | intend to take those three principles into all of my memberships, from local to global.
Lisel Burns, Leader




MARCH PLATFORMS & WORKSHOPS

March 6 -  "NBTHER VICTMS NOR BYSRNDERS- WHAT WORLD ISUIESAREN@ WOMEN® ISSUESTODAY?" With Lead er, Lisel Burns
The face of the world©spoorest group isthe face of a woman with children. One of the temptaibnsof any social
identity isto take a victim status, in recognition of real hardships, and historic marginalization. But what partners
really invest in victims? Women ©s ®lutionson the ground require real partners. It©stime for the studentsand largel
professonalwomen©smovementto get with a program of supp orting women leadersdeveloping theircommun
tiesallover the world. Followe d by a film at1pm on the life of Audre Lorde, $3

March 13 — "THE ETHICAL IMPUCATIONS OF THE CURRENT EDUCATION SysTi" With Dr. Milton Schwe bel, author of Remaking
America©s Three School Systems: Now Separate and Unegal. Dr. Schwebelis Professor Emeritusof Psychology
at Rutgers University, Enough isenough in the decadeslong debate about the so called "crisisin Education.”
Schwebel explains, "There©sbeen en ough seldeception, enough swee ping the real problem under the rug,
enough blaming the victims-the children, especially racial and ethnic minorities, the parents, and the teachers;
enough denialaboutthe importance of housing, nutrition, health, and economic security in school succ esss,
enough insistence that we nee d another study to see what works; and enough pretending that we are doing all
that we can to remedy the problems.”

1PM WORKSHOP FOLLOWS. JOIN DR. ScCHWEBH, NETTE PAISLEY AND ELIEN RAIDER TO HEAR ABUT TWO EHICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
PROJECTS THE APRIL 16TH EDUCATION ACTION SuMMITto transform the public school system in NYC based on Human
Rights principles; and the ad option of PS 44 in Bedford Suyvesant.

March 20 -  "PERSONAL, FAVORITEAND INTERNATIONAL POERY," orga nized by Constance Pigozz. Thisplatform isdevoted to
the e xpressve power of language, asmembersand friends share theirown poetry, orpoemsthat hold great
meaning in their lives. The offeringsare sure to include at least a few international selections.

March 27 - "SPRNG CoLLOQUY: UNIQUENESS A colloquy isa more meditative Ethical Culture ceremony on a theme,
with sharing, music and reflection.

April3 - "SPRmUAL Wisbom: CAN WE TAKE WHAT WE WANTAND LEAVE THE RESP” with Lead er, Lisel Burns
Spiritual traditionshave long grounded people© who seek theirown self development, in tune with wisdom and
ethical principlesunderlying different religions. Can we use the piecesof spiritual traditionswe now practice
asourethical systemsaswell?

WHO WAS FELIX ADLER?BY CONSTANCE PI1GOZZ1

Felix Adler wasborn 13 August 1851 in Alzey, Germany. His about to cast aside three thousand years of tradition
family immigrated to the United Sates when he was five, forthe sake of one young man®©sbright idea. Adler soon
and hisfather, Rabbi Samuel Adler, wascoming from found himself on the outside, castto the margins.
western Germany to acc epta post asrabbiat The Temple
Emanu-B in New York, one of the most influential Jewish
Reform congregationsin New York City. It wasindeed a
stirring baptism into American nationality which the family
received soon after their arrival, when the storm of civil
war broke upon the country. Felix always referred to 2the
liberation of the slavesasa starting point forthe social
misson of the American Republic.® Centainly it was the
starting-point of hisown personal consciousnessof
American social and political ideals because he felt that
the nation's ¢gandard was established in that Civil War
strugg le.

Adler now attended meetingsof the Fee Religious
Asociation but soon wasdisapp ointed to find it too
purely speculative and theoretical in itsapp roach to
religion. In 1876, Adler then founded the New York
Society for Ethical Culture, and in the en suing years
played a majorpartin the e stablishment of other
Ethical Societiesacrossthe country. He remained the
moral and spiritual leader of the Ethical Movement
until hisdeath in 1933. 2Deed before creed®wasfora
time the watchword of the ne w Society for he believed
that 2one cannot attain religion merely by trying, in
hiscloset, to think outthe problemsof the universe.®
Adler graduated from Columbia College in 1870 and

from there wentto Germany to study Continental Philoso-
phy at the University of Heidelberg. During these years he
was exposed to the ethical philosophy of Immanuel Kant,
whose Categorical Imperative became The foundation
for Adler'sown maxim of 2eliciting the best.°

Adler'sachievementswere not limited to Ehical
Culture, norwould you expectthem to be,

given hisphilosophy of active moralengagement with
the world. He was an educational pioneer, founding
the Ehical Culture Shools in Manhattan and Field-
stone in the Bronx. He started the first kindergarten in
Adler returned to America in 1873, and became a profes America. He wasa champion of social reforms,

sor of Hebrew and Oriental Literature at Cornell University. including the e stablishment of model low-income

Also in 1873 he delivered his first and only add ressto the housing and the abolition of child labor.

Temple Emanu-H, entitled "The Judaism of the Future,"
w_h_ich proposed ridd ing the religion of its S_Jperstitioustra- . Life and Degtiny

ditions in order to better focus on _the e thics that he felt .The Reconstruction of the Spiritual Ideal
wascentra!to any_human cgmm unlty. The congregation .The Bthical Philosophy of Life
wasreceptive to hisemphasison ethics, butthey were not

Hismost extensive literary worksare:
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fi Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Community Sng
Broo klyn 6:30pm 7pm: Board GCH: 8-10pm
‘évr?me”;g TaiChi7-9pm | Meeting
OMUS F=ZPM | \yith JP Free for
Members
6 PLATFORM 7 8 9 10 11 12
Nl Sorytelling
1lam: Neither . Broo klyn . . GCH: 8-10pm
Victimsor Bystanders VSV;h Mary Women's Talth?r—l’EQpnfw lli;:atf(t).rm 7
What Issues Aren't - ;Z%e Chorus7-9pm vl\\/lllembersee or eeting, /pm 6:30-8pm
Women'slssies LeadersColloquy
Today? *Qupp er: Quaker-
10am C3A style Reflection -
1pm Youth Group aXocial Identity®
1pm: Movie about
Audre Lorde $3
13 PLATFORM 14 15 16 17 18 19
Broo klyn Tai Chix with JP GCH: 8-10pm
1lam: The Ehical Women's 7-9pm + Hee for | B&G Meeting
Implications of the Chorus, 7-9pm | members 6:30-10pm CSA
Current Education Family Night Out
System
1pm Workshop §L30-3pnlw a
Follows FREE cadersupper
& Socialespe-
10am CSA cially for newer
1pm Youth Group membersof BSEC
20 PLATFORM 21 22 23 24 25 26
Broo klyn Tai Chix with JP GCH: 8-10pm
1lam: Personal Women's 7-9pm + Fee for | 7-10pm
Favorite & Interna- Chorus, 7-9pm | members Fnance 6:30-8pm
tional Poetry Committee, *Leaders Com-
10:30 CSA munity \éolunt.etler
1pm Youth Group supp er & sociaf-
meet other
3-6pm Life & Ethics activists
27 28 29 30 31 * Leader's
él""”m: W‘.“;ﬁr 7-9pm Non | Broo Kiyn Tai Chix with JP Supp ers+
ofloquy: Theme Violent Women's 7-9pm * Fee for bring $5 or
aUniquene s$ c - g
ommuni- | Chorus, 7-9pm | members ot luck dish
1-3pm Life & cation p
Ethics
NO CSA




CHILDREN'S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY -

A LETERRROM CHA & FAMILY PROG RAMSDIRECTOR,
AUDREY KINDRED

Thismonth CSA meetson March6, 13, and 20 at
10:30 b ut not on Easter morning, March27..

Hello To All:

At CSA, children have opened up the greattopic of
Ethical Action. Aswe embark on thistact, we rein-
force thattaking care of ourselvesiswhat allowsus
to succ esdully reach out and help others. We care
with our HEARTabout othersin the world, think with
our BRAIN about what can be done to help, and
act with our BODIES getting busy on ethicalaction
projectsfocused on nee dsof people both nearand
far. We created costumesforourselvesto become
Ethical Heroes.

The world crisisof the tsunamicompelled usinto
Global Ethical Action. We got involved with BSEC©s
Valentine fund-raiser, by decorating heartsfora
beautiful sale/installation in the garden room. |
have ne ver seen the garden room in quite such a
gorgeous gate and felt proud that our heartshung
there with those of otherswho care. When | went
to the fundraising event, | bought a Valentine forour
very own Smba, made by our very own Jamie, and
she then sent it faraway to her mom in Africa (The
Democratic Republic of the Congo, formerly Zaire).
One he art brought a lot of love a long way, besides
raising money for the tsunami victims families.

On a very local level, we have imagined (and are of
course practicing!) Family Ethical Actions-- for exam-
ple: offering to help other family members; setting the
table fordinner; cleaning up not only yourown bed-
room butthe shared roomsof the house; taking per-

sonal responsibility for your own homework; emotionally

checking in with fellow playersduring a game; etc.
WeO©ve discoveredhe game Twister with an Ethical
Twist to brainstorm many waysto help family, friends,
schooland earth.

Parent/educator Janice Novet hasinvited mature
older children into a forum, where through text-based
dialogue and games, they explore philosophicalideas
of leadership, revenge, truth, and self-governance.

Friday NightsOut continueson the third Friday of each
month to be very wonderful yet still low in enroliment.
Thisisa perfect forum for familieswho wantto just put
theirtoe in the water of BSEC and see what it©slike.
Please spread the word, and putit on yourcalendar.
The ne xt one ison March 18, 6:30-10pm.

Thanksto all. Audrey
EthicalKin@hotmail.com

NOTETHATUPON RETURNING IN APRIL WE BENTER THE
DAYLIGHTSAVINGSTIME

PARENTSNIGHT OUT -
W hile your children attend a party.

To offer an evening out for local parents,
our Children’s Sunday A ssembly staff are
available to care for your child in an

artistic, caring environment
at reasonable prices.

Every child is welcome. Ages 2 -13

$15 for one child, $25 for two

EVERY 3RD FRIDAY AT BSEC -
NEXT DATE

March 18, 6:30- 10pm

Children'sactivitiesin this gructured and

supervised "open space” include: games, stories,
songsand movement, art projectsand ethical action
projects. Your child can bring a friend.

Join us In the newly renovated basement of
The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture.
Contact Audrey at EhicalKin@hotmail.com or
RSVP at 718-789-7958. Referencesare available on
request.

Please tell your friends.
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LIFE & ETHICS: SELF CARE AND HEALING FAIR

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY APRIL 3 2-9 PM — FREE ADMISSON
MINOR CHARGE FOR SOME CLASSES/SERVICES

Experience the good life by living fully every day. Bring
harmony to your mind, body and spirit at BSEC's Frst
Annual SIf Care and Healing Fair, featuring health+
enhancing food, productsand services. Workshops

Musical Meditation ~ Relaxation for Inner Peace ~ Walking
Meditation in ourgarden “ Yoga & Tai Chi (1 hr class- $10)
" Sacred song * Chanting ~ Ethical Culture QuakerSyle
Colloquy reflection on 2The Good Life°” And more! Meet
holistic practitionersand sample their services: Reiki,

handcrafted productswillbe available for purchase.

Contact BEECLdr@aol.com for more information
orgo to www .southerncomforts.net.
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Blanca Nebbia --11
Bob Srock --11

Ruth Pikitch --12 HAPPY MARCH
Marie Yoleine Gateau Esposito --16 ~BIRTHDAYS
Diane Kirschner -- 25 s

Xena Brooks-- 27
Lisel Burns--29
Mary Buchwald -- 29
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THEGOO D COFFEEEHOUSEMUSIC PARLOR 30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON

BROO KLYN'SHOME FOR ACOUSITIC ROO TSMUSC
53 Prospect Park West at 2nd Sreet in Park Sope, Brooklyn - 718-768-2972
Shows dart at 8 PM £ ($10 at door, $6 for kids, *except where noted)

Mar4 The Poteen Runners gathertraditional Irish, bluegrassand sea chan-
teys. Featuring membersof Lancaster County Prison who have toured
and recorded with Shane MacGowan of the Pogues. Plus: Billy Stephen
family & friends offersalt-country with rock influences.

*Mar 11 Traveling Troubad our Series ($15 ad ults/ $6 kids)
Acoustic bluesguitarwizard Steve James from Austin, Texas. Come
see why Dirty Linen magazine proclaimed, 2lt don't get much be t-
terthan Seve James?®

Mar 18 3rd Fiday with the Park Sope Food Coop
Jezra Kaye and Fiends perform not-so-standard jazz Bonnie Raitt-
style bluesand thinking-person©spopt all with sultrinessand
swing. Featuring Jerome Harris on guitar. Plus: J.A. Granelli & Mr.
Lucky's all-original music flowseffortlesdy between country, funk, dub
reggae and old school R&B. Thisismusic that drawsthe listenerinto a
world of subtle feel, beautiful melody and d eep groove.

Did you havea goodtime at the Good Coff eehouse Music Parlor? We're looking
for volunteers to work one Friday night a month. Talk to one of the wluntees at
the show, or call 718-788-2048for more information.

WE'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.BSEC.ORG

Ethical Culture members
join together in Ehical
Societiesto asdst each
other in developing
ethicalideasand ideals
and to work together
to improve ourworld
and the world of our
children.

®

“Always actt o elicitt he
best in others and
thereby in oneself.”

Felix Adler, Founder

Brooklyn Socie ty for

Ehic al Culture

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street
Broo klyn, NY 11215

CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF WOMEN®
HISTORY MONTH WITH A

MOVIE

A LMANY FOR SIRVIVAL: THE LIFEAND
WORKOF AUDRE LORDE

MARCH 61 PM $3

A film from Third World Newsree |, co-hosted with
Indigocafe.com. Thisfilm isan epic portrait of
the eloquent, award-winning black, lesbian,
poet, mother, teacherand activist, Audre Lorde,
whose writings+ spanning five decadesz+
articulated some of the most important social
and political visonsof thiscentury.

The eventisfollowed by a discusson and a book
sale courtesy of Indigocafe.com.




