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LEADERS M ESSAGE: DELIBERATE CULTURE & SOLID GROUND  

 
When I was sma ll, I was physic a lly strong but emotiona lly timid , a b it 
reluc tant to lose those tra ining whee ls on the b ike. For severa l years 
a fter lea rning to swim, I refused to go o n an outing involving water 
without pac king my flipp ers,  those wac ky loo king webb ed rubb er 
fee t exten sions tha t t ransformed me into a fa irly c onfident frog in 
the most turbulen t sea .  
 
"What's the p rob lem?"  my family would ask.  I ne ver told the m, but I 
kne w w hat it was a ll a long. It was fine to stay on the ground , or to 
fee l my fee t on the sand or bottom of the poo l.  But leaving the 
ground bene ath my fee t, whe the r into the a ir with the b ike, or into 
dee p water to swim, now tha t was whe re troub le c ould find me. 
Emptine ss underfoo t would d efinitely not do. 
 
This c hildhoo d fear of leaving solid ground d id fade.  But even a fter  
I lea rne d as an adult tha t I'd fa llen in a poo l as a todd ler and ne arly 
d rowne d, the e xisten tia l c ha llen ge rema ine d d aunting.  I am still 
loa th to leave what solid ground I have e arne d without resourc es 
tha t I trust to g ive me a lift when dee p waters c ome my way.   
 
Felix Ad ler was a sma ll man who c ast a la rge shadow.  He founded 
and c arried this ethic a l movemen t for ha lf a c en tury, from his young 
adulthood in the 1870's - until his dea th in 1933. He ben t his he art, 
mind and sp irit to c hange the world for the better.  And to do so he 
swam in dee p waters,  asking peop le to p lac e e thic a l c onsidera -
tions first in lead ing the ir lives and add ress issues from loc a l to 
g loba l. He was a relig ious and soc ia l reformer, a mora list, a minor 
philosophe r, an ac ademic and an organizer - a very p ragmatic  
intellec tua l. He a lso used this  movemen t as  leverage with whic h to 
c onne c t his resourc es to many othe r soc ia l movemen ts and mora l 
reformers. And he used whatever too ls he h ad a t hand to kee p his 
he ad above water a long the way.  
 
His too ls inc luded his ideas, and words whic h he used to insp ire, 
educ a te, persuade and c ha llen ge. Many were the peop le who 
sa id the ir lives c hanged for the better, the ir politic a l or mora l per-
spec tives transformed, for having he ard Dr. Ad ler speak.  Bac king 
up the words were a lso c onsiderab le institutiona l and financ ia l  
resourc es acc essib le through Ethic a l Culture's first gene ra tion's  
gene ra lly a ffluen t membership . Members ra ised the monies nee ded 
for the movemen t's p rac tic a l goo d works from the ir own c irc les of 
influen c e and acc ess. The y founded sett lemen t houses in low-
inc ome ne ighborhoo ds, and c rea ted sc hoo ls with e thic a l, a rt and 
voc a tiona l educ a tion for a ll studen ts.  Ethic a l Soc iety leaders 
he lped c rea te the first World Congress of Relig ion, and (with Afric an  
Americ an leaders like W.B. Dubois) he lped to found , then rad ic a l, 
c ivic groups inc lud ing the Nationa l Assoc ia tion for the Advanc e-
men t of Colored Peop le (NAACP). 

                                                                     
                                                                        c ont’d on page 4…... 
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WAGING PEACE: 
Realizing the Promise of  

Ethical Culture 
 
 
 

      
 

 

    M ARCH PLATFORM S  
 

    6 
"Nei ther Vic tims Nor Bystanders- 

What World Issues Aren’ t Women©s  
Issues Today ?" wi th Lead er, Lisel Burns     

1pm : Film on the life of Audre Lorde – $3 
 

                                13 
"The Ethic a l Imp lic ations of the  

Curren t Educ ation System" wi th Dr. Milton  
Schwe bel,  author of Remaking  

Americ a 's Three Sc hoo l Systems:  
Now Separa te and Une qua l    

 Follow up Workshop at 1pm 
 

20 
"Personal, Favori te and Internation al  

Poetry," organized by Constance Pi gozzi  
 

27 
"Spring Collo quy: Uniqueness" A c olloquy 

 is a more med ita tive Ethic a l Culture  
c eremony on a the me, with sharing,  

music and reflec tion.    
 

April 3 
 

"Spiritua l Wisdom: Can We Take What We Want 
and Leave the Rest?” wi th Lead er, Lisel Burns 
Can we use the p iec es of sp iritua l trad itions 

we n ow prac tic e as our ethic a l  
systems as well?                                             

                                                                   �  
                                          

Pla tforms a re he ld Sundays a t 11am a t the 
BSEC Mee ting House and a re free and  

open to the pub lic . 

�  
 

ETHICS FOR CHILDREN: 10:30-12:30 
 

Sunda ys, March 6,13, 20 

�           

 

       ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

 

  ETH I CALL Y SPEAK I NG  
     Volume 99  Issue 7 

 

B r o o k l y n  S o c i e t y  f o r  E t h i c a l  C u l t u r e  •  5 3  P r o s p e c t  P a r k  W e s t  
&  2 n d  S t r e e t  ´  B r o o k l y n  ´  N Y  ´  1 1 2 1 5  ´  7 1 8 . 7 6 8 . 2 9 7 2  

b s e c O f f i c e @ a o l . c o m  ´  w w w . b s e c . o r g  



 

Brooklyn Tikku n Comm u-
nity –  

Next M eeting, February 7 – 
7:00-9:00pm 

      98 Sherman St. 
        Home of Karen Mins-
berg 
        Tel. 718-499-2625 
 

Contac t  shardavid@yahoo.
com or  BSEC Member  Herb 
Da lin  for  more information 
a t noc ello@nyc .rr.c om. 

 
                            

 

                    
 

Ethically Speaking is pub lished 10 times a yea r by 
BSEC. This month’s issue inc ludes c ontributions by 
Lisel Burns, Aud rey Kind red , Constanc e Pigozzi, 
Rita  Wilson,  Tina Aridas,  Mauree n Egg inton,  
Cha rlie Horwitz, Nett ie Pa isley, Roger Kaufman,
Joan Klips and Ellen Ra ider. 
 

Please send c ontributions to Mauree n Egg inton  
a t b roo lynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om. 
 

 April Newsletter Deadline  
  Friday, March 18       

Unfortuna tely, spac e c onstra ints sometimes  
d ic ta te whether a c ontribution c an be inc luded . 

THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY 
FOR ETHICAL CULT URE 

  53 PROSPECT PARK WEST & 2ND STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11215 

(718) 768-2972 
bsecOffice@aol.com 

 

President:     Melanie Ric ha rdson 

Vice President:     Tony Severo 
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Recording Secretary:   Gary Sc hec hter 
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Roger Kaufman, Diane Kirsc hner, Joan 

Donnen Klips, Bruc e Leibow itz, Rita Wilson 
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Business Office: Rita Wilson  768-2972 

Building Rentals: Rita Wilson  768-2972 
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James Alford 768-2972 

AEU Board: Martha Ga llahue 768-2972         
 

 

Buildings & Grounds: 
Constanc e Pigozzi  331-1137 

Caring & Sharing: 
Roger Kaufman 972-0468 

Coffeehouse: Linda Sta lla rd 768-2972  
Communications:  Mauree n Egg inton   

Development Officer: Celeste Leibow itz  

336-3683 
Environment: Kurt Johnson 768-2972 
Ethical Action: Charles Horw itz  230-3537 
Membership: Chair, Melanie Ric ha rdson  

768-2972, Co-Vic e Cha irs: Vandra  

Thorburn, v.thorburn@verizon.net, Annette 

Bernstein, annettee sl@aol.c om 

Newsletter: Mauee n Egg inton & Bonnie 

Loew enstein –  

Broo klynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om 

Peace Site: 
Mauree n Egg inton 638-4767 
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Platform: Constanc e Pigozzi 331-1137  

Programs Oversight:  Lisel Burns 783-2298 

Sunday School: Audrey Kind red 768-2972 

ethic a lkin@hotma il.c om 

Youth Group: Edd ie Coyne & Ric hie Buzzo 

768-2972 

 
 

 
                                         

   

GLOBAL  DAY  OF PROTEST  
 

Saturday, Marc h 19, the sec ond 
anniversary of the sta rt of the 
Iraq war, will be a g loba l day of 
p rotest by anti-war and peac e 
groups.   
 

We are h op ing tha t Broo klyn 
peac e and justic e groups will 
have a strong and visib le  
p resen c e on tha t day.  We 
would like to invite you to mee t 
with us and represen ta tives of 
othe r Broo klyn groups to ta lk 
about ac tivities for tha t day. 
 

For more information, or to RSVP, 
c ontac t Broo klyn Paren ts for 
Peac e by e-ma il or phone  
718-624-5921.      
 

www .broo klynpeac e.org  

SHARING AND CARING 
 

To be c ha irman of the Sharing and Comm it-
tee is like being on the front line s of a ba tt le 
or war. The re a re many peop le within our 
c omm unity who c ould use d ifferen t kinds of 
he lp suc h as improved housing, c ounseling, 
foo d shopp ing, he lp in gett ing to p la tforms 
on Sunday and more. I will be c a lling Donna 
Roberts a t the Nationa l Headquarters of the 
AEU to see what is going on in othe r Ethic a l 
Soc ieties both in our metropolitan a rea a nd 
the c ountry as a whole. If something is work-
ing well in St. Louis or Chic ago we should 
know w hat the y a re doing and a lso how w e 
c an be of he lp to the othe r soc ieties.  In the 
ne ar future, I will try to make you aware of 
wha t Sharing and Caring is doing a round 
the c ountry and how w e c an imp lemen t 
othe r p rograms.                  Roger Kaufman 

 

WORTH 
 

I t is not what t he world gives me 
       In h onor,  praise, or gold; 
It is what I do give the world, 
       So others do unfold. 
 
If by my work through li fe I can 
        Another soul unfold, 
Then I have done what cannot be 
    Made  good – by praise  or – gold. 
 
One tiny thought  in tiny word – 
     May give a great one – birth, 
And, if that t hought was caused by me, 
      I li ved a li fe of worth. 

 
“ Leaves of Gold”   by Richard Wolfe 
 

                  Submitted by Joan Klips 
 

BSEC  D E L E G A T I O N  T O   
A E U  A SSE M B L Y      

 

The me: Best Prac tic es   
 

Contac t Lisel Burns if you a re  
interested in jo ining a delega tion 
from BSEC and othe rs to the  
Assembly on Memoria l Day 
Wee ken d, May 27- 30, 2005 in 
Northe rn Virg inia .   Travel  and 
lodging p lans nee d to be made 
soo n.  Lisel will be g iving a work-
shop on "Fa ir Compen sa tion" 
c ampa igns to he lp loc a l c ongre-
ga tions share best p rac tic es in 
personne l, and ra ise the ir polic ies 
and p rac tic es to matc h the va l-
ues the y hold .   The NLC will offer 
a resolution for the adop tion of 
this c ampa ign ac ross the Ethic a l 
movemen t inc lud ing loc a l soc ie-
ties and the AEU na tiona l offic e 
and its sta ffing a rrangemen ts.  

 

L IVELY  ARTS ADVENTURE W ITH 
JOAN KLIPS. 

 

M onday – M arch 14 at NOON  
 

 

Join in for a museum outing a t the 
ne wly re-opene d Museum of 
Modern Art, Monday, Marc h 14 a t 
NOO N.  
 

The first person to respond gets a 
d isc ount on the admission p ric e 
($5  instead of $20).  
 

 We h ave a c hoic e of three res-
taurants a t the museum for lunc h. 
Ca ll Joan a t (718) 748 - 1127 for 
deta ils.  A $2 per person fee will be 
c ollec ted for fundra ising for BSEC.  

  

 
A E U  B O A R D  N E W S   

 

The ne xt mee ting of the AEU Board will take 
p lac e on Marc h 12 a t NYSEC  to d isc uss the 
stra teg ic p lanning p roposa ls put forth by the 
AEU Planning Comm ittee . The y will c ome be-
fore the Assembly if the AEU Board app roves 
the se p roposa ls.  Board mee tings a re open 
and if you  want to c ome, p lease c ontac t 
John Hartman a t 212-873-6500. The y take 
p lac e from 9:00am-5:30pm.   
 

The Assembly p lanning is evolving, so very 
soo n the invita tions will be sen t out for the 
wee ken d of Memoria l Day 2005 in Northe rn 
Virg inia ..     
 

Please c ontac t Martha Ga llahue (212-932-
7809) if you have any questions  about this.     
 



BSEC FRIDAY  SUPPERS  
W IT H CLERGY LEADER, L ISEL BURNS ± 6:30-8 PM  

 

*  2nd Friday: Colloquy Supp er: BSEC Quaker-style  
        Reflec tion on the the me Social Identity. 
 

*  3rd Friday: Open Supp er: Information and Soc ia lizing -        
espec ia lly for peop le ne wer to the BSEC c omm unity. 

*  4th Friday: Comm unity Voluntee rs’ Supp er: soc ia lize          
with othe r  ac tivists & do some he lp ful work.   

 

Bring $5 or pot luc k d ish. 
RSVP Leader’s Offic e (718) 783-2298 or BSECLdr@aol.c om 

 

L I F E  &  E T H I C S  0 5L I F E  &  E T H I C S  0 5  

Opening Session ± Sunday M arch  20 ±       
 

M ARCH 20        3-6 PM         $10    
HAVE WE REALL Y COM E A LONG WAY 

BABY? WOM EN'S PANEL           
 

Join Southe rn Comforts in a feisty a fternoo n of c onversa-
tion and sharing ac ross a d iversity of women ©s gene ra-
tions and c ultures.   During this interac tive session,  ex-
p lore with the pane lists the c urren t sta tus of women with 
top ic s suc h as educ a tion, work, rela tionships and moth-
erhoo d .   Enjoy sharing, lea rning, ven ting and he a ling to 
fee d the soul and purc hase delic ious d inne rs and d es-
serts to fee d the belly.   Take away a c omplemen ta ry 
Southe rn Comforts g ift bag and lots of  free litera ture will 
be ava ilab le.   Www .southe rnc omforts.ne t is a c rea tion 
of member Nett ie Pa isley “ to p rovide beauty and peac e 
through e mpowermen t of a ll peop le.”  

 

M ARCH 27      1-3 PM           $10  
PLAYING WITH THE ARTS: SESSION 1  

SPONTANEOUS WRITING WITH TASHA PALEY 
 

A grea t way to get our c rea tive juic es flowing and to 
share togethe r!  We c hoo se a top ic a t random and use 
it as a springboard for a b rief writing (5’ -10’ ). Then who-
ever c a res to reads the ir writing a loud in sa fety .  We will 
have time for severa l top ic s and  severa l go-rounds.  Its 
wonderful to see h ow many d ifferen t, interesting writings 
c ome to life in suc h a b rief period !    So c ome join us!         

 

April  3:        Self Care and Hea ling Fa ir  (see page 7) 
April 17:       Playing With the Arts: Session 2- Performing Our   
                         Family Stories 
May 1:         Film “ Thirst”  A reflec tion on the sta te of the        

world ’s wa ter supp ly. 
May 1:         Playing With Art: Session 3: Silk Pa inting 
May 20-21:  In Mothe r’ s Kitc hen : Turning Family Memories              

into Self-Pub lishing Gifts 
May 22:       Making Music While Crea ting Family Trad itions 
June 12:      Sunday Opera Workshop  

 

FOR MORE DETAILS  AND TO REQUEST A PROGRAM BROCHURE, 
CONTACT THE LEADER’S OFFICE AT BSEClder@aol.co m   

Or c a ll the office – 718-768-2972     

 

*Some M ay & June programs may be subject t o location change.      

NATIONAL  SERVICE CONFERENCE  
 

The Nationa l Servic e Conferen c e stee ring c omm ittee will 
be h aving joint mee tings with othe r c omm unity groups in 
Queen s, Marc h 20th and Philadelphia , Marc h 27th. We are 
delighted to find ourselves inc reasing ly bec oming reinte-
gra ted into loc a l Soc iety soc ia l ac tion c omm itmen ts.  As to 
the BSEC Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee , aga in many thanks to 
those who have taken up Chibueze Okorie©s c ause.  

 

ETH ICAL ACTION  COMM ITT EE  
 

RECENT PROJECTS & PARTNERS 
 

Partic ipa te with our Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee on issues  
inc lud ing world peac e, ec onomic justic e, housing,  
educ a tion and he a lth reform.  Follow-up p ane ls a re often 
he ld a fter Pla tform to c ontinue a d isc ussion of the  
Pla tform sub jec t - sometimes with a doc umen tary, hosted 
by BSEC©s Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee .  Contac t Cha ir,  
Charlie Horwitz a t c horwitz@earthlink.ne t 

 
 

· Bed-Stuy Emp ower ment Projec t:   PS 44 Partne rship :  
Bene fit and auc tion  for the sc hoo l:  tic kets $50.   
Contac t Nett ie Pa isley a t www .southe rnc omforts.ne t 

       – SAVE THE DATE – SATURDAY - MAY 14.  Plus monthly    
mee tings on loc a l developmen t issues. 

· Church of Ge thsema ne:   Congrega tion of former  
       p risone rs, and voluntee rs in p rison ministry.  
        www .justic eworks.org.  
· Broo klyn Parents for Peace:  Loc a l peac e group -  
       c ollabora ting on annua l Peac e Fa ir & educ a tion on  
       loc a l and foreign polic y. 
· The Independen t Comm ission on Public Educ ation :         

A human rights framework on e duc a tion. Educ a tion is for 
develop ing the poten tia l of the person – the c omm unity 
must be involved in tha t developmen t. 

· Annual Children of Abraham Peace Walk:  
        Partne rship with loc a l interfa ith group .        
· The Huma n Rights Educ ation Pro jec t: Comprising BSEC 

c omm unity partne rs inc lud ing Broo klyn Paren ts for 
Peac e, the Dia logue Projec t, the Soc ia l Ac tion Comm it-
tee s of the Park Slope United Method ist Churc h and All 
Souls Bethlehe m Churc h in Ken sington,  is c o- sponsoring 
a  human rights-orien ted film series for the month of April 
c rea ted by the ne w group ,  The April series sessions will 
sc reen a three part journe y of a Pa lestinian and Israeli 
filmm aker team, traveling the 1947 border mandated by 
the UN. To he lp p lan future series, or for more information, 
c ontac t c horwitz@earthlink.ne t. 

· Fonkoze:  Ongoing supp ort of a Ha itian peasant owne d 
mic ro  c red it bank,  www .fonkoze.org.    

· BSEC Peace Site Annual Award: 
        Eac h spring we c elebra te and award a person working 

for peac e on a loc a l, na tiona l or interna tiona l  
       basis.  
· Supp orting Sold iers & Casualties of War: 
       Monthly tab ling (7th Ave & Carroll) to c ollec t supp lies for 

sold iers in Iraq and humanita rian relief for Iraq i  
       c ivilians.  Contac t Daverob insonworks@yahoo .c om.     

  

�         Volun teer and listen to goo d m usic a t the     �   
sam e time!  We’re loo king for volun teers to wor k one  
Friday night a m on th at the Goo d Coffeehouse Music  

Parlor. Con tac t Linda Sta llard a t Linda 56NY@aol.co m to fin d 
ou t the low -down.                     



Leader’s Message_c ontinued from front page……… 
 

Social "cells" of the ethical movement, the Ethical Societies were designed to serve as local petri dishes nurturing both 
projects challenging moral ills of the time and also habits of good character in the membership. Diverse, deliberate  
communities were a form best suited, Adler thought, to provide the “ri ght con ditions”  for the moral development people 
needed. At its best, this happened through powerful platform addresses on Sundays, social networking of families in a 
community with shared values, life-long friendships, and common strivings. At the center of the movement, a core group 
met regularly with Dr. Adler, choosing tithing, celibacy outside of marriage and other practices chosen to apply a  
personal commitment to a  "higher life" as they understood it. However we might adjust these expectations today, I  
imagine a core of such people in every organization would welcome an invitation to raise self chosen standards in their 
own lives, with the support of others so inclined. This attention to the cultivation of personal ethical practices may be an 
underestimated element of Dr. Adler's work.   
 
Partly to explore this area of "right conditions" in inner life and our relation to current spiritual traditions, the BSEC's Life  
Reflections group read from Adler’s Life and Destiny this winter, and the Life and Ethics adult education Series '05 will co-
host a Self Care and Healing Fair this coming April 3, from 2-9 p.m.  While Adler promoted strong organizational cultures 
with high ethical standards, his hope for the reconstruction of modern society seemed to lie finally, as with most wisdom 
leaders, in the transformation of persons and their influence upon the larger world.  Changed people influenced by "right 
ideas" and "right conditions" would change society not the other way around.   
 
In the meantime, however, the materialist side of the social reformer ensured that the institutions organized by the ethical 
movement were deliberate examples of a higher culture than the status quo. They were deliberate contradictions to the 
ruling elite’s disregard for conditions of life for people of col or, for labor, or for the newer immigrants - all seeking a better 
life in America's teeming cities.  I thank the founding generation in Ethical Culture (for all its noblesse oblige) for their 
practical, inclusive application of that deep Jewish yearning for righteousness across all backgrounds. It is echoed  
recently in the growth of interfaith voices combining their hopes for a spiritually based social movement to form the  
national organization, TIKKUN (see www.tikkun.org).  
 
The promise of Ethical Culture’s founding years calls us to the responsibility of ethical living, as subjects in the human situ a-
tion, with the capacity to seek out and stand up for “right conditions” whenever we can. To sit by while those "right co n-
ditions" are omitted anywhere when it is in our power to do something to secure them is wrong.  We should not tolerate 
wrongdoing or stay passive bystanders to the wrongs that are not affecting our own communities directly. The emerging 
BSEC Ethical Action collaboration with P.S. 44 in Bedford-Stuyvesant (thanks to new member Nettie Paisley), and our links 
to a growing city-wide education reform effort (thanks to returning member Ellen Raider), are two exciting new projects 
we gladly support.   
 
March is full of spring winds blowing. Ten years after the Fourth International Women's World Conference in China, we 
celebrate women’s histo ry month with several events featuring remarkable women.  On March 6 at 1 p.m., we co-host 
with Indigocafe.com a screening of a documentary on the life and work of Audre Lorde.  If you want "right conditions"  
for all of NYC's school families, powerful reform efforts will be addressed March 13, so try not to miss our morning platform 
meeting.  On March 18, former BSEC President Warren Miner will be honored in Congressman Major Owen’s annual Life 
Achievement Awards, with legendary civil rights leader and Congressman John Lewis as the guest speaker, at the Grand 
Prospect Hall. On March 20, from 3-6 p.m. all are invited to enjoy our Women's History Panel with its rich variety of voices 
as we begin this Spring's Life and Ethics Series.   And, in between on International Women's Day, this year’s tradition-
breaking recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, Professor Wangari Maathai, founder of the Kenyan-based Green Belt  
movement, speaks March 8 at 7 p.m. at Manhattan’s historic Cooper Union, where I hope to get a seat and see some  
of the BSEC community.  
 
At a recent United Nations' South-to-South meeting Professor Maathai was invited for her first speaking engagement  
following the award.  With her usual courage, she used the time to both inspire and chide autocratic African leaders,  
saying that all governments, to be responsible, needed the three legs of the humble African stool. For the three legs of 
the little stool, on which she said our common destiny, as a global community must rely, she proposed the great ideals  
of Democracy, Transparency, and Fair Distribution of Resources. A simple image, for a complex situation, but what great 
moral and political weight those words carried in that UN auditorium!  

 
For me, a long time admirer of Professor Maathai for the ways she used her resources (heart, mind, spirit and purse) to 
partner with the poorest Kenyan grassroots women in planting 20 million trees and ultimately winning a seat in  
Parliament, for her moral courage and her personal humility, it was message enough.  I beheld again, just for a moment, 
my beloved swimming flippers, safely packed in that childhood summer beach kit.   I heard Felix Adler say, “Yes, those 
are our right con ditions ."   Such is great leadership, that capacity to find and communicate a strategic, ethical vision of 
the future and what we can do to achieve it by peaceful means, with what Winston Churchill called  "the simplicity be-
yond complexity."  Thus inspired, I intend to take those three principles into all of my memberships, from local to global. 

                                                                                                                                            Lisel Burns, Leader 



MARCH  PLATFORMS   &  WORKSHOPS    
   

   Ma rch  6   -      "NEITHER VICTIMS NOR BYSTANDERS-WHAT WORLD ISSUES AREN©T WOMEN©S ISSUES TODAY?" With Lead er, Lisel Burns 
The fac e of the world©s poo rest group is the fac e of a woman with c hild ren . One of the tempta tions of any soc ia l 
iden tity is to take a vic tim sta tus, in rec ognition of rea l hardships, and historic marg ina liza tion. But what partne rs 
rea lly invest in vic tims? Women ©s solutions on the ground require rea l partne rs. It©s time for the studen ts and la rgely 
p rofessiona l women ©s movemen t to get with a p rogram of supp orting women leaders develop ing the ir c omm uni-
ties a ll over the world .  Followe d by a film a t 1pm on the life of Audre Lorde, $3 

 

Ma rch 13 –     "THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE CURRENT EDUCATION SYSTEM" With Dr. Milton Schwe bel, author of Remaking 
Americ a©s Three Sc hoo l Systems: Now Separa te and Une qua l.   Dr. Sc hwebel is Professor Emeritus of Psyc hology 
a t Rutgers University, Enough is en ough in the dec ades long deba te about the so c a lled "c risis in Educ a tion."  
Sc hwebel exp la ins, "The re©s been en ough self-dec ep tion, en ough swee p ing the rea l p rob lem under the rug, 
en ough b laming the vic tims ­ the c hild ren , espec ia lly rac ia l and ethn ic minorities, the paren ts, and the teac he rs ; 
en ough den ia l about the importanc e of housing, nutrition, he a lth, and ec onomic sec urity in sc hoo l succ esses; 
en ough insisten c e tha t we nee d anothe r study to see what works; and en ough p reten d ing tha t we a re doing a ll 
tha t we c an to remedy the p rob lems."     

 

1PM WORKSHOP FOLLOWS: JOIN DR. SCHWEBEL, NETTIE PAISLEY AND ELLEN RAIDER TO HEAR ABUT TWO ETHICAL ACTION COMMITTEE  
        PROJECTS; THE APRIL 16TH EDUCATION ACTION SUMMIT to transform the pub lic sc hoo l system in NYC based on Human  

Rights p rinc ip les; and the ad option of PS 44 in Bed ford Stuyvesant. 
 

 Ma rch 20   -      "PERSONAL, FAVORITE AND INTERNATIONAL POETRY," orga nized b y Constance Pi gozzi. This p la tform is devoted to 
the e xpressive power of language, as members and frien ds share the ir own poetry, or poems tha t hold grea t 
meaning in the ir lives. The offerings a re sure to inc lude a t least a few interna tiona l selec tions. 

 

March 27   -   "SPRING COLLOQUY: UNIQUENESS" A c olloquy is a more med ita tive Ethic a l Culture c eremony on a the me,  
           with sharing, music and reflec tion. 
 

April 3     -       "SPIRITUAL WISDOM: CAN WE TAKE WHAT WE WANT AND LEAVE THE REST?”  with Lead er, Lisel Burns 
Spiritua l trad itions have long g rounded peop le© who see k the ir own self developmen t, in tune with wisdom and 
ethic a l p rinc ip les underlying d ifferen t relig ions. Can we use the p iec es of sp iritua l trad itions we n ow prac tic e 
as our ethic a l systems as well?     

 
 

WHO WAS FELIX ADLER? BY CONSTANCE PIGOZZI  

about to c ast aside three thousand years of trad ition 
for the sake of one young man©s b right idea . Ad ler soo n 
found himself on the outside, c ast to the marg ins.  
 

Adler now a tten ded mee tings of the Free Relig ious 
Assoc ia tion but soo n was d isapp ointed to find it too  
purely spec ula tive and the oretic a l in its app roac h to 
relig ion. In 1876, Ad ler then founded the New York 
Soc iety for Ethic a l Culture, and in the en suing years 
p layed a ma jor part in the e stab lishmen t of othe r 
Ethic a l Soc ieties ac ross the c ountry. He rema ine d the  
mora l and sp iritua l leader of the Ethic a l Movemen t 
until his dea th in 1933. ªDee d before c ree dº was for a  
time the watc hword of the ne w Soc iety for he believed  
tha t ªone c annot a tta in relig ion merely by trying, in  
his c loset, to think out the p rob lems of the universe.º  
 

Adler's ac hievemen ts were n ot limited to Ethic a l  
Culture, nor would you expec t the m to be,  
g iven  his philosophy of ac tive mora l en gagemen t with 
the world . He was an e duc a tiona l p ionee r, found ing 
the Ethic a l Culture Sc hoo ls in Manhattan and Field -
stone in the Bronx. He sta rted the first kindergarten in 
Americ a . He was a c hampion of soc ia l reforms, 
inc lud ing the e stab lishment of model low-inc ome 
housing and the abolition of c hild labor.  
 

His most exten sive litera ry works a re:  
·  Life and Destiny 
· The  Rec onstruc tion of the Sp iritua l Idea l  
· The Ethic a l Philosophy of Life  

Felix Ad ler was born 13 August 1851 in Alzey, Germany. His 
family imm igra ted to the United Sta tes when he was five, 
and his fa the r, Rabb i Samuel Ad ler, was c oming from  
western Germany to acc ep t a post as rabb i a t The Temple 
Emanu-El in New York, one of the  most influen tia l Jewish  
Reform c ongrega tions in New York City. It was indee d a  
stirring bap tism into Americ an na tiona lity whic h the family  
rec eived soo n a fter the ir a rriva l, when the storm of c ivil 
war b roke upon the c ountry. Felix a lways referred to ª the 
libera tion of the slaves as a sta rting point for the soc ia l  
mission of the Americ an Repub lic .º Certa inly it was the 
sta rting-point of his own persona l c onsc iousne ss of  
Americ an soc ia l and politic a l idea ls bec ause he  felt tha t 
the n a tion's sta ndard was estab lishe d in tha t Civil War 
strugg le. 
 

Adler gradua ted from Columbia College in 1870 and  
from the re wen t to Germany to study Continen ta l Philoso-
phy a t the University of Heidelberg.  During the se years he 
was exposed to the e thic a l philosophy of Imm anuel Kant, 
whose Categoric a l Impera tive bec ame The foundation 
for Ad ler's own maxim of  ªelic iting the best.º  
 

Adler returne d to Americ a in 1873, and bec ame a p rofes-
sor of Hebrew and Orien ta l Litera ture a t Corne ll University.  
Also in 1873 he delivered his first and only add ress to the 
Temple Emanu-El, en titled "The Juda ism of the Future," 
whic h p roposed ridd ing the relig ion of its superstitious tra -
d itions in order to better foc us on the e thic s tha t he felt 
was c en tra l to any human c omm unity.   The c ongrega tion 
was rec ep tive to his emphasis on e thic s, but the y were n ot  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus 7-9pm 

2 
Comm unity Sing 
6:30pm 
Ta i Chi 7-9pm 
with JP Free for 
Members 

   3          
 
7pm: Board 
Mee ting  

4 
 
GCH: 8-10pm  

5 
 

6          PLATFORM  
 

11am: Neithe r  
Vic tims or Bystanders 
What Issues Aren 't 
Women 's Issues  
Today? 
10 am CSA 
1pm Youth Group  
1pm: Movie about 
Audre Lorde $3 

7 
Storytelling 
with Mary 
Savage 
 7-9pm 

8 
 

Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus 7-9pm 

9 
 
Ta i Chi 7-9pm 
with JP Free for 
Members 

10 
 
Pla tform  
Mee ting, 7pm 
 
 

11 
 

GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-8pm  
Leader's Colloquy  
*Supp er: Quaker- 
style Reflec tion - 
ªSoc ia l Iden tityº  
 

12 
 
 

13          PLATFORM  
 
11am: The Ethic a l  
Imp lic a tions of the  
Curren t Educ a tion 
System  

 

1pm Workshop  
Follows   FREE 
 

10am CSA  

 

1pm Youth Group  
 

14 15 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus, 7-9pm 
 
 

16 
Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 

17 
 
B&G Mee ting 

18 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-10pm CSA 
Family Night Out 
 
6:30-8pm  
*Leader's Supp er 
& Soc ia l espe-
c ia lly for ne wer 
members of BSEC 

19 
 
 

20          PLATFORM  
 
11am: Persona l  
Favorite & Interna-
tiona l Poetry           

 

10:30 CSA 
1pm Youth Group  
 
3-6pm Life & Ethic s 
 

21 
 

22 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus, 7-9pm 

23 
Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
7-10pm  
Financ e  
Comm ittee ,  

25 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-8pm 
*Leader's   Co m-
munity Voluntee r    
supp er & soc ia l - 
mee t othe r  
ac tivists 

26 
 

27             
 

11am: Winter  
Colloquy: The me 
ªUniquene ssº     

 

1-3pm Life &  
Ethic s   

NO CSA 

28 
 
7-9pm Non 
Violen t  
Comm uni-
c a tion  

29 
 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus, 7-9pm 

30            

 
 

Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 

31 * Leader's 
Supp ers ± 
b ring $5 or 
pot luc k d ish  
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BSEC  MARCH 2005  



C HIL D REN ’ S SU N D A Y  A SSEM BL Y  –  

  

Blanc a Nebb ia --11           
Bob Stroc k --11                                               
Ruth Pikitc h --12 
Marie Yoleine Gateau Esposito --16 
Diane Kirsc hne r -- 25 
Xen a Broo ks -- 27 
Lisel Burns --29 
Mary Buc hwa ld -- 29 

A LETTER FROM CSA & FAMILY PROGRAMS DIRECTOR,  
AUDREY KINDRED 

 
This month CSA meets on M arch 6, 13, and 20 at  

10:30  b ut not on Easter morning, M arch 27 . 
 

Hello To All: 
 

At CSA, c hild ren h ave opene d up the grea t top ic of  
Ethic a l Ac tion.  As we e mbark on this tac t, we rein-
forc e tha t taking c are of ourselves is what a llows us 
to succ essfully reac h out and he lp othe rs.  We c are 
with our HEART about othe rs in the world , think with 
our BRAIN about what c an be done to he lp , and 
ac t with our BODIES, gett ing busy on e thic a l ac tion 
p rojec ts foc used on nee ds of peop le both ne ar and 
fa r.  We c rea ted c ostumes for ourselves to bec ome 
Ethic a l Heroes. 
 
The world c risis of the tsunami c ompelled us into 
Globa l Ethic a l Ac tion.  We got involved with BSEC©s 
Va len tine fund-ra iser, by dec ora ting he arts for a 
beautiful sa le/ insta lla tion in the garden roo m.   I 
have ne ver seen the garden roo m in quite suc h a 
gorgeous sta te and felt p roud tha t our he arts hung 
the re with those of othe rs who c are.   When I wen t 
to the fundra ising even t, I bought a Va len tine for our 
very own Simba, made by our very own Jamie, and 
she then sen t it fa r away to he r mom in Afric a (The 
Democ ra tic Repub lic of the Congo, formerly Za ire).  
One he art b rought a lot of love a long way, besides 
ra ising mone y for the tsunami vic tims families. 
 
On a very loc a l level, we h ave imagine d (and a re of 
c ourse p rac tic ing!) Family Ethic a l Ac tions -- for exam-
p le: offering to he lp othe r family members; sett ing the 
tab le for d inne r; c leaning up not only your own bed-
roo m but the shared roo ms of the h ouse; taking per-
sona l responsib ility for your own homework; emotiona lly 
c he c king in with fellow p layers during a game;  etc .  
We©ve d isc overed the game Twister with an Ethic a l 
Twist to b ra instorm m any ways to he lp family, frien ds, 
sc hoo l and earth. 
      
Paren t/ educ a tor Janic e Novet has invited mature 
older c hild ren into a forum, whe re through text-based 
d ia logue and games, the y exp lore philosophic a l ideas 
of leadership , reven ge, truth, and self-governanc e.  
 
Friday Nights Out c ontinues on the third Friday of eac h 
month to be very wonderful yet still low in en rollmen t.  
This is a perfec t forum for families who want to just put 
the ir toe in the water of BSEC and see what it©s like.  
Please spread the word , and put it on your c a len dar.  
The ne xt one is on Marc h 18, 6:30-10pm.   
 

                         Thanks to a ll.  Audrey  
                       Ethic a lKin@hotma il.c om    

           

 

NOTE THAT UPON  RETURNING IN APRIL WE ENTER THE 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

LIFE & ETHICS:  SELF CARE AND HEALING FAIR   
  

SAVE THE DATE 
SUNDAY APRIL 3                            2-9 PM  – FREE ADMISSION  

MINOR CHARGE FOR SOME CLASSES/SERVICES 
 

Experien c e the goo d life by living fully every day. Bring 
harmony to your mind , body and sp irit a t BSEC's First 
Annua l Self Care and Hea ling Fa ir, fea turing he a lth±
enh anc ing foo d , p roduc ts and servic es.  Workshops 
p romoting inne r-outer rela tedne ss will inc lude Gong 
Music a l Med ita tion ´ Relaxa tion for Inne r Peac e ´ Wa lking 
Med ita tion in our garden ´ Yoga & Ta i Chi (1 hr c lass - $10) 
´ Sac red song ´ Chanting ´ Ethic a l Culture Quaker-Style 
Colloquy reflec tion on ªThe Goo d Lifeº ´ An d more!  Mee t 
holistic p rac titione rs and sample the ir servic es: Reiki, 
Massage & othe r Hea ling Arts.  Na tura l foo d and 
handc ra fted p roduc ts will be ava ilab le for purc hase.    

       

     Contac t BSECLdr@aol.c om for more information  
              or go to www .southe rnc omforts.ne t. 

 

                PARENTS NIGHT OUT - 
 

While your children attend a party.     

 

To offer an evening out for local parents, 
our Children’s Sunday Assembly staff are 

 available to care for your child in an  
artistic, caring environment  

at reasonable prices. 
 

Every child is welcome. Ages 2 -13 
$15 for one child, $25 for two  

 
EVERY 3RD FRIDAY AT BSEC –  

NEXT DATE 
 

March 18, 6:30-10pm 
 

Child ren's ac tivities in this struc tured and  
supervised "open spac e"  inc lude: games, stories, 
songs and movement, a rt p rojec ts and ethic a l ac tion 
p rojec ts. Your c hild c an b ring a friend .      

 

Join  us  In  the  newly   renova ted   basement   of 
The  Broo klyn   Soc iety   for  Ethic a l  Culture.   
Contac t  Aud rey a t Ethic a lKin@hotma il.c om  or  
RSVP a t 718-789-7958.  Referenc es a re ava ilab le on 
request.        

Please tell your friends.          
 

HAPPY MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS   
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THE GOO D COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR  30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON 

 

BROO KLYN’S HOME FOR ACOUSTIC ROO TS MUSIC 
53 Prospec t Park West a t 2nd  Stree t in Park Slope, Broo klyn - 718-768-2972 

Shows sta rt a t 8 PM ± ($10 a t doo r, $6 for kids, *exc ep t whe re n oted)               
 

 

Mar 4     The Potee n Runners ga ther trad itiona l Irish, b luegrass and sea c han-
teys. Fea turing members of Lanc aster County Prison who have toured 
and rec orded with Shane Mac Gowan of the Pogues. Plus: Billy Stephen  

                fam ily & frien ds offers a lt-c ountry with roc k influen c es. 
 

*Mar 11 Traveling Troubad our Series ($15 ad ults / $6 kids) 
Ac oustic b lues guita r w iza rd Steve James from Austin, Texas. Come 

see why Dirty Linen magazine p roc la imed , ªIt don't get muc h be t-
ter than Steve James.º  

 

Mar 18   3rd Frida y with the Park Slope Foo d Coo p 
               Jezra Kaye and Friends perform not-so-standard jazz, Bonnie Ra itt -

style b lues and thinking-person©s pop ± a ll w ith sultriness and 
swing. Fea turing Jerome Harris on guita r. Plus: J.A. Granelli & Mr. 
Lucky 's a ll-orig ina l music flows effortlessly betwee n c ountry, funk, dub 
regg ae and old sc hoo l R&B. This is music  tha t d raws the listener into a 
world of sub tle fee l, beautiful melody and d ee p groo ve. 

 
 

Did you have a good time at the Good Coffeehouse Music Parlor? We’ re looking 
for volunteers to work one Friday night a month. Talk to one of the volunteers at 
the show, or call 718-788-2048 for more information. 

  

CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF WOM EN©S  
HISTORY  M ONTH WITH A  

   

 MOVIE   
 

A LITANY FOR SURVIVAL: THE LIFE AND  
WORK OF AUDRE LORDE   

 

M ARCH 6 1 PM                 $3     

 

A film from Third World Newsree l, c o-hosted with 
Ind igoc a fe.c om.  This film is an e p ic portra it of  
the  eloquen t, award-winn ing b lac k, lesb ian, 
poet, mothe r, teac he r and ac tivist, Audre Lorde, 
whose writings ± spanning five dec ades ±  
a rtic ula ted some of the most important soc ia l 
and politic a l visions of this c en tury. 
 

The e ven t is followed by a d isc ussion and a boo k 
sa le c ourtesy of Ind igoc a fe.c om. 

 
                  

Broo klyn Socie ty for  
Ethic a l Culture  
53 Prospec t Pa rk West & 2nd Stree t 
Broo klyn, NY  11215 

 

Ethic a l Culture  members 

join togethe r  in  Ethic a l  

Soc ieties to  assist eac h 

othe r   in    develop ing  

ethic a l ideas and idea ls 

and  to work togethe r    

to  improve our world 

and  the world of  our  

c hild ren .  

 

 

 
 
“ Always act t o el i ci t t he 
best i n other s and 
there by i n onesel f.”  
 

       Fel i x Adler ,  Founder  

 

 WE ' RE  ON  T H E  WE B  
WWW.B SE C.ORG 


