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LEADERS ESSAY: REFRAM ING EDUCATIONAL REFORM EFFORTS  
 

When I read the United Nations Millenn ium Goa ls, and see basic  
p rimary educ a tion acc essib le for every c hild as a basic develop-
menta l right, it see ms so o bvious tha t acc ess to high qua lity basic  
p rimary educ a tion in the ric he st c ountry in the world must no longer          
be a p rivilege tied to the ne ighborhoo d and p ric e of the h ousing a 
family c an a fford .  
 

In our Marc h 13 Sunday p la tform reform, and workshop following  
Dr. Milton Sc hwebel, author of  Remak ing Americ a' s Three School  
Systems, p resen ted a c ondemnation of wha t he c a lled the three 
c lass system of educ a tion in the USA. The first system, ava ilab le to an 
elite group only, honors studen t c uriosity and imagina tion with pow-
erful "right c ond itions" for lea rning. The sec ond educ a tiona l system, 
delivers adequate if not exc ellen t lea rning experien c es to the ma jor-
ity of lea rne rs. The third , sub-standard , fac tory style mass educ a tion 
system delivers poo r qua lity lea rning experien c es tha t leave studen ts 
gradua ting with ne ithe r the qua lities nor the c apac ities the y require 
to succ ee d -- eithe r to sec ure basic soc ia l and ec onomic well being 
for self and family, or to fulfill democ rac y's nee d for an informed, 
c lear thinking, well educ a ted c itizenry.                                                                           
 

This estee med and now retired psyc holog ist and educ a tor spen t his 
life on e duc a tiona l reform, and c losed his ta lk telling us not to despa ir, 
for he believed the c hanges he c a lled for would happ en , if not in our 
life times, some day in the future. 
 

To b ring tha t day c loser I hope to jo in BSEC member Ellen Ra ider and 
severa l othe rs ac tive in our Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee this April 16, in a 
one day c itywide c onferen c e organized by ICOPE, the Indepen den t 
Comm ission on Pub lic Educ a tion. ICOPE is a ne w a ll voluntee r organi-
za tion modeled on the h ighly succ essful Indepen den t Comm ission on 
Pub lic Hea lth long d irec ted by Judy Wexler.  ICOPE is asking represen-
ta tives of a multitude of educ a tiona l reform groups to write up the ir 
issues (e.g. sc hoo l governanc e, sc hoo l financ ing, c lass size, paren t 
rights, c urric ulum, labor issues, sc hoo l size), as "p lanks" in an overa ll 
educ a tion reform p la tform unifying many d ifferen t issue c ampa igns  
for sc hoo l reform under a human rights framework.  The BSEC Ethic a l  
Ac tion Comm ittee is p leased to c o-sponsor this c onferen c e.   
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   Platform Theme 
 

WAGING PEACE: 
Realizing the Promise of  

Ethical Culture 
 

 
 

      
 

 

    APRIL PLATFORM S  
 

        3 
"Spiritua l Wisdom: Can We Take What We Want 

and Leave the Rest?” wi th Lead er, Lisel Burns 
Can we use the p iec es of sp iritua l trad itions 

we n ow prac tic e as our ethic a l  
systems as well?                                             

 

                                   10 
Spring Festiva l: Intergener ation al Pla tform with  

Child ren Sunday Assembly.  Join us for a  
fun-filled experien c e and party.  

 
17 

"Ora l History: Strengthenin g Fam ily Ties"  with long-
time member of BSEC, Voluntee r and  

Board Member, Joan Donnen Klips 
 

    24 
"Peace, Va lues and Transforma tive Experience 

Throu gh the Wisdom of Native Americ an  
Spiritua lity" with Dr. Kurt Johnson and guests, Rev. 

Tom Downe s, Lisa Lerne r and Dorothy Cunha.  
Followe d by a wor kshop  

 

1PM Workshop: "Delvin g Dee per In to  
Ind igenous Wisdom a nd Cere mony,” with Pla tform 

Speakers and othe rs. 
 

May 1 
"Can the Earth Charter and the UN Millenniu m 
Go als Beco me a World Constitution and Bill 

of Rights?" with Lisel Burns, Leader 

                                                                   �  
                                          

Pla tforms a re he ld Sundays a t 11am a t the 
BSEC Mee ting House and a re free and  

open to the pub lic . 

�  
 

ETHICS FOR CHILDREN:  
 

Sunda ys, 10:30am-12:30pm 
�           

 

       ALL ARE WELCOME 
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SUPPORT  OUR  PS  44  
PARTNERSHIP 
 

Have fun and supp ort t he chi ldren of PS  44  by  
           att ending a Benefit on Saturday, May 14.   
  
Nett ie Paisley of www .SouthernComforts.net, a BSEC Ethical  
Act ion Comm itt ee member  and the Brook lyn Society for  
Ethical Cu ltu re have adopted this  school  located in Bedford-
Stuyvesant. You can h elp - -  sel l  t ickets, donate items  for  a 
si lent auct ion, etc. See inside for  detai ls. 



 

Broo klyn Tikk un Comm u-
ni ty –  

Next M eet ing, February 7 – 
7:00-9:00pm  

      98 She rman St. 
        Home of Karen Mins-
berg 
        Tel. 718-499-2625 
 

Contac t  sharda-
vid@yahoo .c om or  BSEC 
Member  Herb Da lin  for  
more information a t no-
c ello@nyc .rr.c om. 

 
                            

 

                    
 

Ethically Speaking is pub lished 10 times a yea r by 
BSEC. This month’s issue inc ludes c ontributions by 
Lisel Burns, Aud rey Kind red , Constanc e Pigozzi, 
Rita  Wilson,  Tina Aridas,  Mauree n Egg inton,  
Cha rlie Horwitz, Nett ie Pa isley, Roger Kaufman, 
Celeste Leibowitz , Diane Kirsc hner  and Ellen 
Ra ider. 
Please send c ontributions to Mauree n Egg inton  
a t b roo lynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om. 
 

May Newsle tter Dead line  
  Monday , April 18 

THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY 
FOR ETHICAL CULT URE 

  53 PROSPECT PARK WEST & 2ND STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11215 
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Build ings & Grounds: 

Constanc e Pigozzi  331-1137 

Caring & Sharing: 

Roger Kaufman 972-0468 

Coffee house: Linda Sta lla rd 768-2972  

Comm unic ations:  Mauree n Egg inton   

Development Office r: Celeste Leibow itz  

336-3683 

Environment: Kurt Johnson 768-2972 

Ethic al Ac tion: Charles Horw itz  230-3537 

Membership: Chair, Melanie Ric ha rdson  

768-2972, Co-Vic e Cha irs: Vandra  

Thorburn, v.thorburn@verizon.net, Annette 

Bernstein, annettee sl@aol.c om 

Newsletter: Mauree n Egg inton & Bonnie 

Loew enstein –  

Broo klynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om 

Peace Site: 

Mauree n Egg inton 638-4767 

Bea Rub in, Cha ir Emeritus 

Platform: Constanc e Pigozzi 331-1137  

Programs Oversight:  Lisel Burns 783-2298 

Sunda y Sc hoo l: Audrey Kind red 768-2972 

ethic a lkin@hotma il.c om 

Youth Group: Edd ie Coyne & Ric hie Buzzo 

768-2972 

(Leader’s Message Cont’d…)       We a re c urren tly exp loring ways in whic h the long 
trad ition of ethic a l c ulture a tten tion to educ a tiona l reform c an he lp the reframing 
of the pub lic educ a tion system put ethic a l c onsidera tions first, in a ne w soc ia l  
c ontrac t among a ll the stake-holders in the e duc a tion situa tion. If you know paren ts, 
educ a tors or c onc erne d othe rs who c are about sc hoo l reform and would like to 
he lp , p lease c ollec t the ir c ontac t information so we c an let the m know about  
opp ortunities for involvemen t and c onstruc tive c ollabora tions.          
  

Our c ontribution to the c onferen c e p la tform doc umen t, is a p lank on the e thic a l 
c ulture nee ded in goo d sc hoo ls. Dra fted by Celeste Leibowitz, a pub lic sc hoo l par-
en t reformer he rself, and from severa l c ontributing BSEC member sta temen ts, it c a lls 
for an e thic a lly based soc ia l c ontrac t among a ll sc hoo l stakeh olders, to rec onne c t 
the sc hoo l c ultures to nee ded c ore va lues, standards and p rac tic es, without using 
relig ious doc trine or language in the sc hoo l sett ing.    
 

At the BSEC b lac k and white c ollabora tions a re e merg ing in pursuit of educ a tiona l 
exc ellen c e in Broo klyn ne ighborhoo ds beyond the c urren t gen trific a tion zone s.  
After Nett ie Pa isley, BSEC member, busine ss educ a tor and owne r of the soc ia l  
en terp rise www .Southe rn Comforts.ne t, adop ted P.S. 44, a K-5th grade sc hoo l in 
he r beloved Bed-Stuy ne ighborhoo d, Charley Horwitz and our Ethic a l Ac tion Com-
mittee h ave organized to bac k up he r en ormous c omm itmen t with our ne tworking 
and voluntee r resourc es. Now the EA Comm ittee h as a ffirmed the p rojec t, and we 
have our first la rge p rac tic a l p rojec t sinc e the three year Haitian Projec ts in  
Partne rship effort fo llowing Aristide©s first remova l from the Haitian Presiden c y.  
 

We sta rted our c ollabora tion by he lp ing Nett ie p rovide volunteers for a morning 
read-in a t the sc hoo l and some of us join in ra ising $15,000 for 15 c omputers to 
equip the one c omputer lab with en ough mac hine s to sea t an en tire c lass of  
studen ts a t one time. To tha t en d the ra ffles and tic kets a t $50 eac h for the May 14 
c omputer fundra ising d inne r danc e in the sc hoo l gymnasium are ava ilab le from 
the Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee . Offers of c ash, or goo ds or servic es for a silen t  
auc tion a re a lso welc omed.  
 

At the behe st of the Harlem©s ren owne d Sc homburg Cen ter for Researc h the offi-
c ia l a rc hivist and a historian of the Ethic a l movemen t, Marc Bernstein, with Donna 
Pang, has c ompiled , organized and annota ted Materia ls from the Arc hives of the 
Americ an Ethic a l Union Doc umen ting a One h undred Year Rela tionship . Titled 
BLACK CULTURE AND ETHICAL CULTURE the monograph doc umen ts ac tivities from 
1900 through c o-sponsored Nation Institute forum fea turing Corne ll West and Toni 
Morrison©s amazing c onversa tions to a pac ked aud itorium of 700 sea ts on an  
even ing in 2004.  
 

It inc ludes p la tform add resses by Dr. Ad ler, William Sa lter, Algernon Blac k and  
othe rs ta lks, mee tings, and , othe r doc umen ts of pub lic rec ord tha t show the part-
ne rship of the Ethic a l movemen t for the full rec ognition of c ivil and othe r rights of 
Afric an Americ ans and peop le of d ifferen t rac es in gene ra l.        
 

From the rec ord of the p roc ee d ings of the first Universa l Rac es Congress he ld a t 
the University of London in 1911: “ That this Congress begs the govern ments and  
Parliam en ts of the worl d to consi der the ad visab ility of eli minating from their le g is-
la tion and adm inistra tion a ll d istinc tions of r ace and relig ion between ci tizens of the 
sam e coun try.”   It©s ava ilab le from Marc Bernstein for the c ost of ma iling. 
 

Loo king forward , Marc has sen t the monograph to the Sc homburg c ollec tion and 
is now having c onversa tions about possib le e xhib itions in future whic h will highlight 
the se partne rships and the ir influen c e upon our c ity and na tiona l c ulture.. Marc will 
a lso c onduc t a workshop on this history, one whic h I p lan to a tten d a t the upc om-
ing AEU Nationa l Assembly whic h will be c onduc ted over the May Memoria l Day 
wee ken d, in Northe rn Virg inia , just south of Washington DC.  
 

The long stand ing c ollabora tive rela tionship of the se two soc ia l iden tity groups, the 
then la rgely a ffluen t and mostly Jewish Ethic a l Culture folks and d istinc tly non a fflu-
en t desc en dants of Americ an slavery g ives me a partic ula r p ride in the e thic a l 
movemen t’ s c hoic e of both issues and partne rs. By taking on the c ause of pub lic 
educ a tion, of pub lic he a lthc are, of a ffordab le h ousing and of living wages, we 
c arry on tha t t rad ition and d o o ur Ethic a l Movemen t p roud .   Thank you for being 
the openhe arted and c omm itted peop le you a re.                Leader, Lisel Burns  
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SELF CARE AND HEALING FAIR 
 

SUNDAY APRIL            2-9 PM  – FREE ADMISSION   
 

M INOR CHARGE FOR SOME CLASSES/SERVICES 
 

Experience the good li fe by living fully every day. Bring harmony to 
your mind, body and spirit at BSEC’s First Annual Self Care and 
Healing Fair, featuring health–enhancing food, products and services.  
Workshops promoting inner-outer relatedness will i nclude Gong 
Musical Meditation · Relaxation for Inner Peace · Walking 
Meditation in our garden · Yoga & Tai Chi (1 hr class - $10) · And 
more!  Meet holistic practitioners and sample their services: Reiki, 
Massage & other Healing Arts.  Natural food and handcrafted 
products will be available for purchase.    
       
     Contact BSECLdr@aol.com for more information or go to  

www.southerncomforts.net. 
 

 

APRIL 17      1-3 PM           $10   
 

PLAYING WITH THE ARTS: SESSION 2  
PERFORM ING OUR FAM ILY STORIES 

 

This workshop follows the free 11am Platform on valuing family 
stories and memories.  Led by clergy leader Lisel Burns and 
Tasha Paley, we wi ll share our family stories in small groups and 
turn some of them into either a spontaneous sculpture, short mu-
sic piece or performance, using each other as partners in actualiz-
ing our visions.  This workshop requires only a wi ll ingness to 
play – no previous experience or skill l evel necessary.   

       

                         M AY 1:     1-3pm   FILM  “ THIRST”  $3 
 

This film, co-hosted by BSEC Community partner Indigocafe.
com, follows the 11am Platform introducing the Earth Charter 
and t he United Nations M illennium Goals as current strategies 
to link local and global concerns.  The world is poised on the 
brink of epochal changes in how WATER is stored, used and 
valued.  Followed by book discussion and sale courtesy of  
www .Indigocafe.com. 

 
ALSO ON M AY 1: 5-7:30PM  

     

PLAYING WITH ART: SESSION 3: SILK PAINTING       

$10 PLUS M ATERIALS FEE $12   
 

Learn a simple, easily mastered t echnique for painting on silk us-
ing silk dyes and resists.  You can make wondrous creations on 
your very first t ry in only 2 1/ 2 hours!  So come, learn and leave 
wi th a beautiful piece of art t hat you’ll create.  Limited enrollment 
allows personal teaching assistance.  Optional: Bring a potluck 
dish for a convivial evening. 
 
 

    SAVE THESE DATES 
 

M ay 20-21:  In M other’s Kitchen: Turning Family M emories              
into Self-Publishing Gifts 

 
M ay 22:      M aking M usic While Creating Family Traditions 
 

June 12:      Sunday Opera Workshop  

 
 

FOR M ORE DETAILS  AND TO REQUEST A PROGRAM BRO-
CHURE, DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ± CONTACT  

THE LEADER’S OFFICE AT   

BSEClder@aol.com,  or call the office – 718-768-2972     

 
 

*Some M ay & June programs may be subject t o location change 
wi thin the neighborhood. 

      

 

  COLL ABORATIONS –   
 

BSEC/ETHICAL  ACTION COMM ITTEE , BROOKLYN TIKK UN &  
BROOKLYN PARENTS FOR PEACE CO-SPONSOR APRIL  EVENTS:             

SATURDAY , APRIL   9 - 4PM       
 

at St. Franc is College, Remsen Stree t, Broo klyn Heights 
The above groups a re among severa l organiza tions             

c o-sponsoring six university studen ts from Gaza who will be 
speaking of the ir hopes and asp ira tions for the future.   

 

TUESDAY , APRIL  12 - 7:30PM   AT BSEC ±     

 

Organizer Tedd y Ka tz to speak a t BSEC.   

Gush Sha lom (Peac e Bloc ) is the p re-eminen t Jewish peac e 
group in Israel. Born in Haifa in 1943, Tedd y Ka tz has been a 

member of Kibb utz Miga l sinc e 1962 and is one of  
Gush Sha lom's organizing members.  

Ca ll 718-624-5921 or e-ma il bp fp@broo klynpeac e.org  

 
A NEW FILM ON THE  

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT 
 

" ROUTE 181: FRAGM ENTS OF A JOURNEY"    
 

Monday, Apr il 11, 6:30-9:00 pm    Par t I : The South          
 

   Monday, Apr il 18, 6:30-9:00 pm    Par t II : The Center 
 

   Monday, Apr il 25, 6:30-9:00 pm    Par t III : The North     
 

   Co-sponsor- International Human Rights Education Group     
 

This film by Israeli filmm aker Eya l Sivan and Pa lestinian film-
maker Mic he l Khleifi interviews Arabs and Jews living a long 
the 1947 partition line who ta lk about the ir memories, the ir 
fea rs, the ir anger and d isapp ointmen t, and the ir hopes for 
rec onc ilia tion. Requested d ona tion: $8 per segmen t or $20 
for a ll three segmen ts to c over refreshmen ts and othe r ex-
pen ses. The re will a lso be time for d isc ussion and ne twork-
ing. Refreshmen ts will be served . For add itiona l information 
and reserva tions: e-ma il ihredu@yahoo .c om or c a ll Laura a t 
(718)230-1516 or Che ryl a t (718)636-3099.     

 

All screenin gs at Broo klyn Socie ty for Ethic a l Culture,  
53 Prospec t Park West & 2nd Street, Park Slope  

APRIL  6, 8:00 PM   
" EXITING IRAQ: CAN THE TROOPS LEAVE NOW?"  

Forum a t St. Franc is College, 180 Remsen Stree t, Broo klyn 
Heights. Sponsored by Broo klyn Paren ts for Peac e,  

www .broo klynpeac e.org.  Phone : 718-624-5921 

       HA P PY  9 0TH  BI RTHDA Y  TO W I L P F 
 

Come c elebra te with The Mothe r of All Peac e Groups. a 
BSEC C omm unity Partne r:  The Women 's Interna tiona l  
League for Peac e and Free dom.,  

                           Friday May 6, 7-9pm  
                          The UN Cen ter Build ing 
                          777 UN Plaza , 2nd Floor 
              Enter on 44 th Stree t, corner of 1s t Avenue   
 

Historic photographs and memorab ilia , music , danc e 
and d rama will illustra te n ine dec ades of  WILPF's work 
for  peac e and justic e.  Refreshmen ts will be served . 
wilp f@wilp fnymetro.org .      Donations  welc ome.   
Contac t Maureen Egg inton a t infinity2000@prod igy.ne t 



 
 
 
 

  

     
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Fundraising Event for P. S. 44 

432 Monroe Street Brooklyn, NY 11221 
 

I t’s about Revitalization Not Gentr ification! 
 

  Sponsored by Southern Comforts in par tnership with the 
 

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
 

Adopt A School 
 

Bedford Stuyvesant Empowerment Project 
www.southerncomfor ts.net and www.bsec.org 

  Bedford Stuyvesant  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Saturday, May 14, 2005 
432 Monroe Street Brooklyn, NY 11221 

9:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. 
 

Live Entertainment and International Cuisine 
 

o  I am attending and would like to purchase a table for 8 at $350.00 
 

    # of tables________________ Total________________ 
 

o  I am attending this event at $50 per person 
 

    # of people_______________ Total _______________ 
 

o  I am not attending and would like to donate: 
 

 o $25 o $50 o $75 o $100 o Other $___________________ 
 

Name_________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________State_______________Zip______________ 
 
Telephone___________________Email_____________________________ 

 
Make your tax deductible contribution payable to: 
BSEC (indicate PS 44 School Fund on the Memo line) 
                 Mail to: 
                 BSEC 53 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
                 Attention: Nettie Paisley 

 

Southern Comforts: 718-455-4444 
BSEC: 718-768-2972 

 

Credit Cards: o  Visa o  Mastercard 
 

#___________________________________Exp___________ 
 

Signature__________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your kindness!  



 

  M ember Profi le:  M elanie Richardson,  
BSEC’s Board President  

Melanie Ric hardson c ame to Ethic a l Culture through an ad 
in a loc a l ne wspaper tha t advertised a humanistic relig ion.  
She stumb led onto humanism through “ The Humanist” 
magazine .  “ Now this is what I've believed in a ll my life,” 
she thought. She a tten ded one mee ting and kep t return-
ing.  She h ad found the sp iritua l home she 'd been see king.  
Litt le d id she know tha t tha t c hanc e en c ounter would 
open doo rs to some ma jor life c hanges inc lud ing a ne w 
love, Tony Severo from BSEC, and a life in NYC.   
 

As the oldest of three c hild ren born to Jim and Marilyn 
Ric hardson, Melanie grew up in Texas.  Her paren ts now 
live in Louisiana . Sister Susan resides in Den ton, TX, while 
b rothe r John is in Oklahoma City.  Her dad , who is a quiet, 
pa tien t man, has made a lasting impression on h is daugh-
ter.  “ He reminded us to think, to be mind ful of the world 
a round us.”  Her paren ts a lso expressed c onfiden c e in 
the ir daughter: “ You've a lways had a level he ad and we 
trust in you and your ab ility to make dec isions for yourself.”  
She h as c ome to app rec ia te the ir fa ith in he r and to share 
tha t t rust in he r inna te wisdom. 
 

Melanie gradua ted from the University of Texas in Austin 
with a BS in Nursing. She c urren tly works in c linic a l admis-
sions for a downtown HIV/ AIDS fac ility, a job whic h she 
finds reward ing. Being a nurse makes it easy for he r to 
c onne c t with the peop le she wants to he lp . She likes the 
indepen den c e this position a ffords he r as well as the op-
portunity to dea l d irec tly with pa tien ts. She h opes she c an 
find time to p lug into the ne tworks tha t a re working for re-
forms she supp orts, like Nationa l Hea lth Insuranc e.  The re-
c en t BSEC Pla tform fea turing Dr. Oliver Fein en la rged he r 
perspec tive on this important issue.  “ It's grea t to know 
about this effort and to he ar about the poten tia l for fixing 
the c urren t system.”   
 

When she 's not indoo rs he lp ing peop le, you might find h er 
outdoo rs wa lking he r dogs, Andy, a husky, and Jasmine , 
the shih-tzu p rinc ess.  “ I've a lways had d ogs” and even 
got one as a p resen t from he r ex-husband on the first of 
he r b irthdays tha t the y c elebra ted togethe r.  She h as fan-
tasized about being an en vironmen ta l en ginee r, a land-
sc ape a rtist, and a park ranger some day.  An en thusiastic 
b iker, she p lans to do the NYC 5 Borough b ike tour this 
year! She 's l oo king for grea t c yc ling outings, so c ontac t 
he r if you know of any loc a lly wonderful rides.  To get in 
shape for this adven ture, she 's a regula r visitor a t the gym. 
She 's d isc overed the med ita tive aspec ts of exerc ise – it's 
bec ome a sp iritua l experien c e g iving he r time to foc us on 
he rself and he r well being.   
 

And how has she ad justed to he r life in NYC and a t BSEC?  
“ Every morning as I ride the B tra in to work, I loo k forward 
to see ing the East River.”  For someone who used to be 
fearful of wa ter, the re is now a sen se of peac e watc hing 
the light danc e on the water, see ing its motion and he ar-
ing its sounds.   

 

BSEC, she says, has a lot of goo d ene rgy, “ The re's an inte n-
sity the re. Peop le a re n ot a fra id to be h one st with e ac h  

othe r.  You c an tell tha t the y rea lly believe in the Ethic a l 
idea ls – the poten tia l of Ethic a l Culture.  The y see it in 

the mselves and in othe rs a round the m.”  She app rec ia tes 
how members reac h out to eac h othe r with gen uine , sin-
c ere c onc ern.  As Presiden t, she h opes to he lp foc us and 
g ive some d irec tion to a ll this grea t ene rgy.  She would like 
BSEC to estab lish a well-func tioning infrastruc ture so tha t 
we c an devote more time to o utreac h and p rojec ts for 
whic h members a re passiona te.  

 

I asked Melanie h ow w e a t BSEC c ould make he r life more 
wonderful.  This was a hard question to answer.  “ I know 
tha t when peop le a t BSEC ask me h ow I am the y a re 
gen uine ly interested . The y a re warm and c aring about me 
and my c hild ren .”  However, if you have a passion for 
house c leaning, she may be willing to barter your servic es.   
 

It's not surp rising to he ar tha t she fee ls most a live being with 
he r c hild ren , daughter Casey, 9, and son Kevin, 12, who 
have rema ine d in Texas during this transition period .  In  
announc ing the ir visit  for Spring b reak, he r exc itemen t was 
eviden t.  Casey, Kevin and Tony's son Luc as were rec ruited 
as he lpers during BSEC's Cra fts Fa ir and ad ded to the joy of 
the day.  And then the re's Tony.  “ Everything 's c lic king. I'm 
rea lly gra teful for wha t I have.”  I've lea rne d tha t in life 
you're a lways learning and it's important to kee p yourself 
open to things.”  Tony and Melanie bec ame en gaged ear-
lier this year and Tony is the c urren t Board VP.   Watc h this 
ne wsletter for the upc oming wedd ing ne ws.  You c an c on-
tac t Melanie a t melanieannr@verizon.ne t.      
 

                                                         Interviewed by Diane Kirsc hne r 
 
M EM BER NEWS       
 

Ruth Pikitc h is returning from Florida a s Constanc e is going.  
 

Congra tula tions to past Presiden t Warren Mine r who  
rec eived high p ra ise and a  Lifetime Strugg le and Ac hieve-
men t Award a t Congressman Ma jor Owen ©s annua l awards 
d inne r Marc h 18.   Members Vandra Thorburn, Lisel Burns, 
Charlie Horwitz, Ellen Ra ider (of c ourse) and ne wc omer 
Joan Sobel were the re to c elebra te.  
 

Hafizur Kahn is bac k home rec overing from hip surgery. 
Bea Rub in has had leg troub le and  exerc ised with Hafiz in 
the Pa lm Garden s Reh ab Cen ter rec en tly. Nett ie©s Pa isley©s 
daughter is rec overing well.  

 
SHARING AND CARING           

 
 

The garden see ds have a rrived . The 
fresh sa lad see ds will go into the ground 
or c onta ine rs any day now. Soo n you 
will he ar the e xpression -  "I gotta go 
forage for a fresh sa lad now."    Think of 
a ll those yumm y vitamins. 
 

Ca ll one of your BSEC members and SHARE tha t yumm y 
sa lad and make a home-made sa lad d ressing to go 
with tha t fresh sa lad . Many but not a ll of the world©s 
p rob lems c an be solved with ba lsamic vine gar, extra 
virg in olive oil and d on©t forget the ta rragon. 
 

                                                  Roger Kaufman 



 

THE GOO D COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR  30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
BROOKLYN’S HOME FOR ACOUSTIC ROOTS MUSIC      

 

Shows star t at 8 PM ± ($10 at door , $6 for kids, *except where noted)               
 

 

Apr 1                                 The music of Stephane Wremb el and his Hot Club of New York (www .stephane wrembel.c om) 
takes us to the gypsy c amp to danc e a round the c ampfire. Spec ia lizing in Fren c h gypsy guita r and mixed with a unique 
c ombina tion of music from a ll over the world , eac h show is a d ifferen t t rip ! 
 

Apr 8                  Jam es O’ Ma lley has shared  the stage with suc h notab les as Che ryl Whee ler, Jac k Williams, Lynn Miles, 
Louis Taylor and Chuc k Pyle. His songs a re e loquen t hoo k-laden gems delivered in h is own inimitab le style. Plus: Folk-pop 
singer-songwriter Caroline Doc torow ‘s la test CD release, Carmel Va lley Ride, is a c onc ep t rec ord about the 60©s folk duo, 
Ric hard and Mimi Fariña . "This CD takes the listene r on a fasc ina ting journe y... and sp ins from the d isk with a d riving fury 
and c onvic tion," Sing Out magazine . 
 

Apr 15                3rd Friday with the Park Slope Foo d Coo p 
                           Jenn y Hill & Liquid Horn p resen ts a night of orig ina l music , with a lively and lush mixture of jazz, Brazilian 
and La tin groo ves. Plus: Robert Dic k improvises on flutes, la rge and sma ll, b len ded with perc ussion on a variety of world 
music instrumen ts to c rea te a b rilliantly c olored soundsc ape.  

 

Apr 22                Traveling Troubadour Series ($15 adults / $6 kids) 
                           Dale Miller  (www .da lemiller.c om) is a guita rist who has mastered the e arly finger style c ountry b lues. He 
has used this voc abula ry of lic ks to p lay standards, novelty tune s, orig ina l c ompositions and even opera a rias. He was 
Kic king Mule Rec ords' best -selling Americ an based a rtist in the 1970s and has rec en tly returne d to touring a fter 15 years 
owning and running a guita r shop in San Franc isc o. 
 

Apr 29                Traveling Troubadour Series ($15 adults / $6 kids) 
                           Blues and ragtime guita rist Nic k Ka tzma n (www .b lueska tz.c om) rec orded highly regarded a lbums in the 
1980s for the influen tia l Kic king Mule rec ord label. Critic s p ra ise h im for his virtuoso p ic king skills and his ab ility to c ra ft 
songs tha t sound as if the y'd been written in the 1920s. A na tive New Yorker, Ka t zman now lives in Germany. Nic k, who 
ra rely performs in the US, d id a show a t the Goo d Coffeeh ouse Music Parlor last year, and the re was suc h an overwhe lm-
ing response from the aud ien c e tha t we just had to ask him to c ome bac k. This is a not-to-be-missed show for b lues  
fan guita r fana tic s, and anyone who app rec ia tes masterful music ianship . 

 
       

For the first t ime e ver, BSEC partic i-
pa ted as an e xhib itor a t the Same 
Sex Wedd ing Expo, he ld a t the Jac ob Javits Conven tion 
Cen ter the wee ken d of February 26-27, 2005. We h ad a 
front tab le in the red-d raped Same Sex Wedd ing sec tion 
of the Expo, whic h partne rs with the LGBT (Lesb ian, Gay, 
Bisexua l, Transgen dered ) Expo eac h year. The Same Sex 
Wedd ing Expo is p roduc ed by Marriage Equa lity New 
York, a sta tewide, grassroo ts organiza tion c omm itted to 
en d ing d isc rimina tion in c ivil marriage. View the ir website 
a t www .marriagee qua lityny.org. As an e xhib itor a t the 
Expo, BSEC app ears in the "Loveland 2005 Passport" and 
will be listed on the Same Sex Wedd ing Expo website, 
www .samesexwedd ingexpo.c om, for up to ten months.  
 

At the Expo, BSEC voluntee rs reac he d out to the LGBT 
c omm unity and to o the r exhib itors, ra ising awarene ss of 
BSEC as a humanist c ongrega tion as well as the ava ilab il-
ity of offic iants and ren ta l spac e for wedd ings and othe r 
c elebra tions.  
 

Our thanks to the ded ic a ted peop le who worked the ta -
b le and d istributed our eye-c a tc hing ne w ren ta ls b ro-
c hure: Tony Severo, Melanie Ric hardson, Rita Wilson, Er-
ic a Ha wkins, Bruc e Leibowitz, Roger Kaufman, Nanc y 
Ric hardson, Dorothy Woo d, Vandra Thorburn, KC Mitsui, 
Martha Ga llahue, Donna Roberts, and Leonora Luc on.     

 

Spec ia l thanks to Leonora Luc on who d rove Jason and  
me to the Javits Cen ter on Friday and he lped us deliver  
the materia ls to o ur tab le a t the Expo, and to Donna a nd  

 
Leonora for b ring ing the materia ls bac k 
to BSEC. Spec ia l thanks a lso to Jason  

  Leibowitz for voluntee ring ha lf a day out of his vac a tion 
wee k to he lp b ring the b roc hures to the Expo. 
 

We©re a lso gra teful to those who he lped but d id not  
 a tten d : Maureen Egg inton, who reworked the ren ta ls 
and membership b roc hure in time for us to d istribute 
thousands to the pub lic ; Diane Kirsc hne r, who volun-
tee red but was too ill to a tten d ; Greg Tewksbury, who 
voluntee red to be on standby Sa turday a fternoo n; and 
to Lisel Burns, who a lso was on standby for Sa turday  

  even ing. We c ouldn©t have done it without a ll of you! 
 

Now tha t the Expo is over, the work of following up with 
those who gave us busine ss c ards or signe d our ma iling 
list begins. It©s my hope tha t this effort will b ring us ne w 
members, and more same sex c oup les boo king our  
offic iants and party spac e.  

                                                       Celeste Leibowitz 
 
                  

                                ETHICS ON THE WEB            
 

Arthur Dobrin will aga in be teac hing an e thic s 
c ourse on line for Barne s and Nob le. It begins in 
April and lasts four wee ks. The re©s no c harge ±  
just sign-up a t the B&N home page!   It's  a grea t  way for 
Ethic a l Culturists to get involved with othe rs who a lso think 
about ethic s and to let peop le know tha t we e xist.         
  

Also see  www .Ethic a lManifold .ne t, or www .aeu.org. 

   THE SAM E SEX  WEDD ING EXPO 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

            
 
 

1 
 
GCH: 8-10pm  

2 
 

3          PLATFORM  
 

11am: ªSp iritua l  
Wisdomº 
 
10 am CSA 
1pm Youth Group  
 
2-9pm Self Care & 
Hea ling Fa ir 

4 
 
Storytelling 
with Mary 
Savage 
 7-9pm 

5 
 

Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus 7-9pm 

6 
 
Comm unity Sing 
6:30pm 
Ta i Chi 7-9pm 
with JP Free for 
Members 
 

8pm: St. Franc is 
College: Exit ing 
Iraq  

7 
 
7pm: Board 
Mee ting  
 
 

8 
 

GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-8pm  
Clergy Supp er 
Top ic : Rela tionship  
Build ing 
 

9 
 
4pm  
St. Franc is 
College: 
Gaza  
Studen ts 
 

10         PLATFORM  
 
11am: Spring Festiva l 
Intergene ra tiona l 
 
 

10am CSA  

 

1pm Youth Group  
 

4pm Momen ta String 
Quartet 

11 
 
6:30-9pm 
Film: Route 
181- Part 1, 
The South 

12 
 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus, 7-9pm 
 
7:30pm  
Ethic a l Ac tion:
Tedd y Ka tz 

13 
 
Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 

14 
 
Pla tform  
Mee ting, 7pm 
 
 

15 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-10pm CSA 
Family Night Out 
 
6:30-8pm  
*Leader's Supp er 
& Soc ia l espe-
c ia lly for ne wer 
members of BSEC 

16 
 
 

17          PLATFORM  
 
11am: ªOra l Historyº  

 

10:30 CSA 
1pm Youth Group  
 
1-3pm Life & Ethic s 
Performing Our  
Family Stories  $10 
 

18 
 
6:30-9pm 
Film: Route 
181- Part 2, 
The Cen ter 
 

19 
 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus, 7-9pm 

20 
 
Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
7-10pm  
Financ e  
Comm ittee ,  

22 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-8pm 
*Leader's   Co m-
munity Voluntee r    
supp er  

23 
 

24           PLATFORM  
 

11am: Native Ameri-
c an Sp iritua lity 

1pm Follow up Work-
shop : Delving 
Dee per  

10:30 CSA 
1pm: YES  

25 
 
6:30-9pm 
Route 181 
Film: Part 3, 
The North 
 

7-9pm Non 
Violen t  
Comm .  

26 
 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus, 7-9pm 

27          

 
 

Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 

28 29  GCH 8-10pm 30 

 
B r o o k l y n  S o c i e t y  f o r  E t h i c a l  C u l t u r e  •  5 3  P r o s p e c t  P a r k  W e s t  

&  2 n d  S t r e e t  ´  B r o o k l y n  ´  N Y  ´  1 1 2 1 5  ´  7 1 8 . 7 6 8 . 2 9 7 2  
b s e c O f f i c e @ a o l . c o m  ´  w w w . b s e c . o r g  

                              

 

BSEC  APRIL 2005  

  

 

Linda Sta lla rd --8 
Herb Da lin--15 
Joel Cohen --17 
Emily Newman--18 
Charles Horwitz--19 
John Duffy--20 
Roger Kaufamn--20 
Antoine tte Wagne rman--20 

HAPPY   APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS   



C H I L D R E N ’ S SU N D A Y  A SSE M B L Y  ± 

A LETT ER FROM CSA & FAM ILY PROGRAM S DIRECTOR,  
AUDREY KINDRED 

 

Hello c omm unity of ne ighbors, frien ds, paren ts, c hild ren ... 
 

An invita tion to a ll, to o ur Spring Intergene ra tiona l Pla tform 
on April 10th a t 11am a t the BSEC Mee ting House (c hild ren 
mee t as usua l a t 10:30 ne xt doo r).   Families, this is a grea t 
opp ortunity to b ring ne w ne ighbors in for a sen se of 
FELIX:  Family Ethic a l Living Is X-c iting! 
 

I©d love to share with you some snipp ets of our CSA experi-
en c e and some visions of our p rojec ts and c onc erns.I invite 
you to visit our c olorful seasona l exhib its.  In the upsta irs ha ll 
a t BSEC find the illustra tions and story written by our Friday 
Night Child ren ©s Gathe ring, titled , "The Help ful Frien ds Help -
ing Eac h Othe r."   In the front ha ll of BSEC find  "Transforma-
tion," fea turing our c a terp illa r and butterfly a rt p rojec ts.  
 

Caterp illa rs and butterflies p rovide suc h a gorgeous meta-
phor for c hange, en c ouraging a c ruc ia l quiet  p rotec tive 
sta te of solitude to transform toward grea test poten tia ls.  
We are pondering the mes of c hange and growth, on per-
sona l and world ly levels.  Simultane ously, we a re witne ssing 
dear frien ds in the sorrows of dea th and the c elebra tions of 
b irth and we wish to exten d our love in both d irec tions; to  
Donna Roberts and Leonora Luc on©s family on the one 
hand ; to the Townsen d-Davis family on the othe r hand .  In 
the midst of the se two extremes, he re we a re dee p ly fee l-
ing, reac hing out.   A very mature studen t, Tyler, shared a 
tremen dously moving vision a t our c irc le when reflec ting 
upon the rec en t loss of Leonora©s ne ic e, Lisa .  I c an only 
hope to paraphrase h im: "When we think of thousands of 
peop le dying in a war, it©s not ©thousands of peop le©. It©s 
ONE person, DYING --  the ir whole family being so so sad -- 
and this happ en ing THOUSANDS of times."  
 

In our Ethic a l Ac tion work, we h ave reac he d out c lose to 
home, to be he lp ful to o ur paren ts, teac he rs and frien ds; 
and we h ave reac he d out with our c rea tivity and love  
toward our partne rs, the St. Anne ©s Child ren ©s Home, a sma ll 
orphanage in Kisumu, Ken ya with whom we h ave an ongo-
ing c orresponden c e.   We h ave c rea ted a water c olored  
a lphabet boo k for our fellow learne rs the re and c rea ted  
portra its of ourselves to rec ip roc a te the photo-familia rity 
the y have p rovided us with.  You c an loo k the m up on line 
and exten d your own supp ort to the m as you wish a t any 
time, by find ing Che rish Our Child ren Interna tiona l on the 
web and g iving funds to the Afric a p rojec t the re. 
 

This Marc h we he ld an Assistant Teac he r tra ining session a t 
the h ome of Lisel Burns, and with he r ethic a l guidanc e,  we 
joyfully welc omed our ne west  assistant teac he r, a rtist  
Graham Pa lme.  What a wonderful team of ind ividua ls!   
Jason Leibowitz, Jonah Lic htash, Anya Barry, Vic toria 
Wagne rman, and Graham of c ourse.  We are e xtremely 
thankful to the m eac h momen t!   -- Vic toria for knowing 
BSEC inside and out,  from a p rac tic a l to a philosophic a l 
level;   Jason for being the e arly b ird eac h wee k and posting 
the CSA banne r to gree t even me;   Anya for interac ting 
dee p ly on a one -to-one level with many c hild ren who©ve 
grown a ttac he d to he r;  to Jonah for the sec urity he  offers to 
our youngest partic ipants, the witt ine ss he offers our eldest 
and the music he b rings to o ur snac k times.  I c elebra te this 
very dear Assistant Teac hing Team!    Audrey 

 
 

 
 
 

CLERGY LEADER NEWS            

 

LEADER ADVISEM ENT COMM ITT EE FORM ING;  Sinc e c lergy 
a re ac tua lly self emp loyed , represen ting a den omina tion 
or (in our c ase) relig ious movemen t in servic e to a partic u-
la r c ongrega tion, c lergy roles and responsib ilities c an be 
c ha llen ging to define , understand and app ly. To he lp 
ground the ir work with shared expec ta tions of  
d iverse member stakeh older groups, Ethic a l Culture  
leaders and othe r c lergy depen d on a leader advisemen t 
c omm ittee for ongoing fee dbac k and he lp with p rob lem 
solving. Idea lly, members of this group c ome from d iffer-
en t soc ia l iden tity and ac tivity groups in the c omm unity 
and p rovide c onstruc tive fee dbac k and guidanc e as she 
see ks to partne r with the c omm unity to acc omplish its im-
p lic it and sta ted a ims. If you would be interested in serv-
ing on this advisemen t group whic h will mee t a t least 
quarterly sta rting in April, p lease c ontac t Lisel a t 783-2298. 
Materia ls, inc lud ing c lergy job desc rip tion, p rofessiona l 
ethic s for Ethic a l Culture leaders and the Board of  
Direc tors sta ted p riorities from the ir stra teg ic p lanning  
sessions of August and Dec ember 2004 a re ava ilab le on 
request.   
 

WOM EN’S STUDIES:  Lisel will be a t (he r a lma mater) Smith 
College in Northampton, Mass. on April 11-14  doing 
tra ining with Women ©s Stud ies studen ts and c omm unity 
leaders from the Conne c tic ut River Va lley on the Neigh-
borhoo d Women Network©s Leadership Supp ort Meth-
ods.  This fa ll the y hope to b ring out a Tra in the Tra ine r 
pac kage suitab le for equipp ing g roup leaders or  
ac tivists who want to b ring sp iritua l/ ethic a l trad itions and 
mee ting p rac tic es from grassroo ts groups worldwide to 
families, c lassroo ms, workp lac es and organiza tiona l 
mee tings.  Neighborhoo d Women ©s doc umen ts a re  
fea tured frequen tly in the Sophia Smith a rc hive of ac tivist 
women ©s organiza tions, the la rgest suc h c ollec tion in 
North Americ a .   See www .groo ts.org. 

           PARENTS NIGHT OUT - 
 

While your chi ldren att end a party.      

 

To off er an evening out for local parents, 
our Chi ldren’s Sunday Assembly staff are 

 avai lable to care for your chi ld in an  
artistic, caring environment at reasonable prices.         

 

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY AT BSEC               
 

Every child is welco me. Ages 2-13 
$15 for one c hild , $25 for two  

 

Apri l 22, 6:30-10pm 
 

Child ren 's ac tivities in this struc tured and supervised "open 
spac e"  inc lude: games, stories, songs and movemen t, a rt 
p rojec ts and ethic a l ac tion p rojec ts. Your c hild c an b ring  
a frien d .     Join  us  In  the  ne wly   ren ova ted   basemen t    
of The  Broo klyn   Soc iety   for  Ethic a l  Culture.  Contac t   
Audrey a t Ethic a lKin@hotma il.c om  or  RSVP a t 718-789-7958.  
Referen c es a re ava ilab le on request.     
 

                             Please invite your friends.          
 



Ethically Speaking:  April 2005:    The newsletter of the Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture                                 

APRIL PLATFORM S   &  WORKSHOPS     
 

April 3  —  "WORLD SPIRITUAL WISDOM: CAN WE TAKE WHAT WE WANT AND LEAVE THE REST?º  with               
Lead er, Lisel Burns Sp iritua l trad itions have long g rounded peop le© who see k the ir own  

       self developmen t, in tune with wisdom and ethic a l p rinc ip les underlying d ifferen t relig-
ions. Can we use the p iec es of sp iritua l trad itions we n ow prac tic e as our ethic a l systems 
as well?     

 

April 10 -- ªSPRING INTERGENERATI ONAL FESTI VAL:º Join the BSEC C omm unity and the  
 Child ren 's Sunday Assembly for a fun filled d ramatic experien c e and party.  Donations 
will be c ollec ted for our c omm unity partne r the Churc h of the Gethsemane to c hee r 
peop le who a re inc arc era ted , and sold iers in Iraq with g ift boxes inc lud ing snac k foo d 
like tuna fish, peanut butter if it is sea led in p lastic .   

 

April 17 -- ªORAL H ISTORY:  STRENGTHENING FAM ILY TIES,"  with Joan Klips, BSEC Board Member.           
 

    April  24 --  " PEACE, VALUES AND TRANSFORM ATI VE EXPERIENCE THROUGH THE W ISDOM  OF  
            NATI VE  AM ERICAN SPIRIT UALIT Y,"  with Dr. Kurt Johnson and guests, Rev. Tom Downe s  Lisa 

Lerne r and Dorothy Cunha.   The guest speakers have e xten sive e xperien c e in North and 
South Americ an ind igen ous history and trad itions.  

 

   1pm W orkshop:  " DELVING DEEPER INTO INDIGENOUS W ISDOM  AND CEREM ONY.  The a fternoo n 
experien c e will be more e xten sive, in dep th, and interac tive with the guest speakers  

           and othe rs from Intersp iritua l Dia logue.     

 
 
 
 

  

M OM ENTA STRING QUARTETSUNDAY,  
 

APRIL 10 AT 4PM , $10    
 

INCLUDING CLAUDE DEBUSSY & CHARLES IVES 

 

Momen ta New Music Series a t Broo klyn Soc iety for 
Ethic a l Culture p resen ts the Momen ta String Quartet. 
 

Sinc e the ir last c onc ert a t BSEC, Stephanie Griff in, 
viola , partic ipa ted in a music festiva l in Djakarta ,  
Indone sia , in honor of Tsunami vic tims. Miranda 
Cuc kson, first violin won the  2005 Presser Foundation 
violin c ompetition a t Juillia rd Sc hoo l of Music and 
performed in he r debut a t Carne gie Rec ita l Hall on 
Marc h 22, 2005. BSEC was men tione d in the Carne-
g ie Hall Program. The ir p rogram for the April 10th  
p rogram inc ludes works by Charles Ives, Claude  
Debussy, and world p remiers by Manen a Contreras 
and Mark Jurc isin.   

Broo klyn Socie ty for  
Ethic a l Culture  
53 Prospec t Pa rk West & 2nd Stree t 
Broo klyn, NY  11215 
bsec Offic e@aol.c om 

 

Ethic a l Culture         

members join tgethe r  

in  Ethic a l   Soc ieties 

to  assist eac h othe r   

in develop ing  ethic a l 

ideas and idea ls and  

to work togethe r  to  

improve our world 

and  the world of  our 

c hild ren .  

 

 

 
 
“ Always act t o el i ci t 
the best i n others and 
there by i n onesel f.”  
 

        
Fel i x Adler ,  Founder  

 

 WE ' RE  ON  T H E  WE B  
WWW.B SE C.ORG 

         

2005 BSEC  PEACE SITE  AWARD WILL HONOR   
 

CONGRESSM AN M AJOR OWENS. 
 

PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY,  M AY 15 AT 11AM  
 
                   FOR A FREE COMM UNITY EVENT T O CELEBRATE PEACE             


