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LEADERSESSAY: REFRAMING EDUCATIONAL REFORM EFFORTS
2004 -2006

Platform Theme

WAGING PEACE:
Realizing the Pro mise of
Ethical Culture

@®

APRIL PLATFORMS

3
"Spiritual Wisdom: Can We Take What We Want
and Leave the Rest?” with Lead er, Lisel Burns
Can we use the piecesof spiritual traditions
we now practice asour ethical
systemsaswell?

10
Spring Festival: Intergener ational Platform with
Children sunday Asembly. Join usfora
fun-filled experience and party.

17
"Oral History: Strengthenin g Fam ily Ties" with long-
time member of BSEC, Volunteer and
Board Member, Joan Donnen Klips

24
"Peace, Values and Transformative Experience
Through the Wisdom of Native Americ an
Spirituality” with Dr. Kurt Johnson and guests, Rev.
Tom Downes, Lisa Lerner and Dorothy Cunha.
Followe d by a workshop

1PM Workshop: "Delvin g Dee per Into
Indigenous Wisdom and Ceremony,” with Platform
Seakersand others.

May 1
"Can the Earth Charter and the UN Millenniu m
Goals Beco me a World Constitution and Bill
of Rights?" with Lisel Burns, Leader

Platformsare held Sundaysat 11am atthe
BSEC Meeting House and are free and
open to the public.

ETHICSFOR CHILDREN:
Sundays, 10:30am-12:30pm

ALLAREWHCOME

When Iread the United Nations Millennium Goals, and see basic
primary education acc essble forevery child asa basic develop-
mentalright, it ssems © obviousthat acc essto high quality basic
primary education in the richest country in the world must no longer
be a privilege tied to the ne ighborhood and price of the housing a
family can afford.

In our March 13 Sunday platform reform, and workshop following

Dr. Milton Schwebel, author of Remak ing Americ a's Three School
Systems, presented a condemnation of what he called the three
class ystem of education in the USA. The first system, available to an
elite group only, honors gudent curiosity and imagination with pow-
erful "right conditions' forlearning. The second educational system,
deliversadequate if not excellent learning experiencesto the major-
ity of learners. The third, sub-standard, factory style masseducation
system deliverspoor quality learning experiencesthat leave students
graduating with neither the qualitiesnorthe capacitiesthey require
to succ eed -- eitherto secure basic socialand economic wellbeing
for self and family, orto fulfilldemocracy'sneed foran informed,
clearthinking, welleducated citizenry.

Thisestee med and now retired psychologist and educator spent his
life on educationalreform, and closed histalk teling usnotto despair,
for he believed the changeshe called forwould happ en, if not in our
life times, some day in the future.

To bring that day closer |l hope to join BSEEC member Elen Raider and
several othersactive in our Ethical Action Committee this April 16, in a
one day citywide conference organized by ICOPE, the Independent
Commisson on Public Education. ICOPEisa new all volunteer organi-
zation modeled on the highly succ esful Independent Commisson on
Public Health long directed by Judy Wexler. ICOPEisasking represen-
tativesof a multitude of educational reform groupsto write up their
issies(e.g. schoolgovernance, school financing, class sze, parent
rights, curriculum, laborisaies, school size), as"planks'in an overall
education reform platform unifying many different issue campaigns
for schoolreform undera human rightsframework. The BSEC Ehical
Action Committee ispleased to co-sponsorthisconference.

(cont’d..p2)

SUPPORT OUR PS 44
PARTNERSHIP

Have fun and support the children of PS 44 by
attending a Benefit on Saturday, May 14.

Nettie Paisley of www .SouthernComforts.net, a BSEC Ethical
Action Committee member and the Brooklyn Society for
Ethical Culture have adopted this school located in Bedford-
Stuyvesant. You can help - - sell tickets, donate items for a
silent auction, etc. See inside for details.

© °




THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY
FOR ETHICAL CULTURE
53 PROSFECT PARK WEST & 2ND STREET
BROOKLYN, NY 11215
(718 7682972
bsedOffice@aol.com

President: Melanie Richardson
Vice President: Tony Severo
Treasurer:  Kurt Johnson

Reco rding Secretary: Gary Schechter
Pledg e Secretary: Ruth Pikitch

Board Members: Maureen Egginton,
Roger Kaufman, Diane Kirschner, Joan
Donnen Klips, Bruce Leibowitz, Rita Wilson
Board Emeritus: Constance Pigozz
Lead er Emeritus: LoisKellerman

Clergy Leader: Lisel Burns
Business Office : Rita Wilson 768-2972
Building Rentals: Rita Wilson 768-2972
Operations Manag er:

JamesAlford 768-2972
AEU Board: Martha Gallahue 768-2972

Buildings & Grounds:

Constance Pigoza 331-1137

Caring & Sharing:

Roger Kaufman 972-0468

Coffeehouse: Linda Sallard 768-2972
Communications: Maureen Egginton
Development Officer: Celeste Leibowitz
336-3683

Environment: Kurt Johnson 768-2972
Ehical Action: CharlesHorwitz 230-3537
Membership: Chair, Melanie Richardson
768-2972, Co-Vice Chairs: Vandra
Thorburn, v.thorburn@verizon.net, Annette
Bernstein, annettee s@aol.com
Newsletter: Mauree n Egg inton & Bonnie
Loewenstein —

Broo klynethicalsociety@yahoo.com
Peace Site:

Mauree n Egg inton 638-4767

Bea Rubin, Chair Emeritus

Platform: Constance Pigozz 331-1137
Programs Oversight: Lisel Burns 783-2298
Sunday School: Audrey Kindred 768-2972
ethicalkin@hotmail.com

Youth Group: Edd ie Coyne & Richie Buzzo
768-2972

Ethically Speaking ispublished 10 timesa yearby
BSEC. Thismonth’sisaie includescontributionsby
Lisel Burns, Audrey Kindred, Constance Pigoza,
Rita Wilson, Tina Aridas, Maureen Egginton,
Charlie Horwitz, Nettie Paisey, Roger Kaufman,
Celeste Leibowitz, Diane Kirschner and Hlen
Raider.

Please send contributionsto Mauree n Egg inton
at broolynethicalsociety@yahoo.com.

May Newsle tter Dead line
Monday , April 18

(LeadersMessage Cont'd...) We are currently exploring waysin which the long
tradition of ethical culture attention to educational reform can help the reframing
of the public education system put ethical considerationsfirst, in a new social
contract among all the stake-holdersin the e ducation stuation. If you know parents,
educatorsorconcerned otherswho care about schoolreform and would like to
help, please collecttheircontact information so we can letthem know about

opp ortunitiesforinvolvement and constructive collaborations.

Our contribution to the conference platform document, isa plank on the e thical
culture nee ded in good schools. Drafted by Celeste Leibowitz, a public school par-
ent reformer herself, and from several contributing BSEC member statements, it calls
foran ethically based social contract among allschool stakeholders, to reconne ct
the school culturesto needed core values, ssandardsand practices, without using
religiousdoctrine orlanguage in the school setting.

At the BSEC black and white collaborationsare e merging in pursuit of educational
excellence in Brooklyn neighborhoodsbeyond the current gentrification zones.
After Nettie Paidey, BSEC member, busnesseducator and owner of the social
enterprise www .Southern Comforts.net, adopted P.S 44, a K-5th grade schoolin
herbeloved Bed-Suy neighborhood, Charley Horwitzand our Ethical Action Com-
mittee h ave organized to back up herenormouscommitment with our networking
and volunteer resources. Now the EA Committee h asaffirmed the project, and we
have ourfirst large practical project since the three year Haitian Projectsin
Partnership effort following Aristide©s first removal from the Haitian Presidency.

We started our collaboration by helping Nettie provide volunteersfora morning
read-in atthe schooland some of usjoin in raising $15,000 for 15 computersto
equip the one computerlab with enough machinesto seat an entire classof
studentsat one time. To that end the rafflesand ticketsat $50 each forthe May 14
computer fundraising dinnerdance in the school gymnasium are available from
the Ethical Action Committee . Offersof cash, orgoodsor servicesfor a silent
auction are also welcomed.

At the behe st of the Harlem©srenowned Schomburg Center for Research the off
cial archivist and a historian of the Ethical movement, Marc Bernstein, with Donna
Pang, hascompiled, organized and annotated Materialsfrom the Archivesof the
American Bhical Union Documenting a One hundred Year Relationship. Titled
BLACK CULTURE AND ETHICAL CULTUREthe monograph documentsactivitiesfrom
1900 through co-sponsored Nation Institute forum featuring Cornell West and Toni
Morrison©samazing conversationsto a packed auditorium of 700 seatson an
evening in 2004.

It includesplatform add resesby Dr. Adler, Wililam Salter, Algermon Black and
otherstalks, meetings, and, otherdocumentsof public record that show the pan-
nership of the Bhical movement for the full recognition of civiland other rightsof
African Americansand people of differentracesin general.

Fom the record of the proceedings of the first Universal RacesCongressheld at
the University of London in 1911: “That this Congress begsthe govern ments and
Parliam ents of the worl d to consi der the ad visab ility of eliminating from their le gis-
lation and adm inistration all distinc tions of race and religion between ci tizens of the
sam e coun try.” It©savailable from Marc Brnstein for the cost of mailing.

Looking forward, Marc has £ntthe monograph to the Schomburg collection and
isnow having conversationsabout possdble e xhibitionsin future which will highlight
these partnershipsand theirinfluence upon our city and national culture.. Marc will
also conduct a workshop on thishistory, one which I plan to attend atthe upcom-
ing AEU National Assembly which willbe conducted overthe May Memorial Day
weekend, in Northern Virginia, just south of Washington DC.

The long standing collaborative relationship of these two social identity groups, the
then largely affluent and mostly Jewish Ethical Culture folksand d istinctly non afflu-
entdescendantsof American davery givesme a particular pride in the e thical
movement’schoice of both issiesand partners. By taking on the cause of public
education, of public healthcare, of affordable housing and of living wages, we
carry on thattradition and d o our Bhical Movement proud. Thank you forbeing
the openhe arted and committed people you are. Leader, Lisel Burns




APRIL 6, 8:00 Pm
"EXITING IRAQ: CAN THE TROOPS LEAVE Now?'
Forum at . FancisCollege, 180 Remsen Sreet, Broo klyn
Heights. ponsored by Broo klyn Parentsfor Peace,
www .brooklynpeace.org. Phone: 718-624-5921

COLL ABORATIONS —

BSEC/ETHICAL ACTION COMM ITTEE, BROOKLYN TIKKUN &
BROOKLYN PARENTS FOR PEACE CO-SPONSOR APRIL EVENTS:

SATURDAY, APRIL 9-4PM

at . FancisCollege, Remsen Sreet, Broo klyn Heights
The above groupsare among several organizations
co-sponsoring six university ssudentsfrom Gaza who willbe
speaking of theirhopesand aspirationsfor the future.

TUESDAY, APRIL 12- 7:30PM AT BSEC +

Organizer Tedd y Katzto speak at BSEC.

Gush Shalom (Peace Bloc) isthe pre-eminent Jewish peace
group in Israel. Born in Haifa in 1943, Tedd y Katzhasbeen a
member of Kibb utzMigal since 1962 and isone of
Gush Shalom'sorganizing members.

Call 718-624-5921 or e-mail bp fp @b roo klynpeace.org

A NEW FILM ON THE
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT
"ROUTE 181: FRAGMENTSOF A JOURNEY"
Monday, April 11, 6:30-9:00pm Part |: The South
Monday, April 18, 6:30-9:00pm Part Il : The Center
Monday, April 25, 6:30-9:00pm Part Ill : The North
Co-sponsor- International Human Rights Education Group

Thisfilm by Israeli filmm aker Eyal Svan and Palestinian film-
maker Michel Khleifi interviews Arabsand Jewsliving along
the 1947 partition line who talk about their memories, their
fears, theirangerand disapp ointment, and their hopesfor
reconciliation. Requested d onation: $8 per segment or $20
for allthree segmentsto cover refreshmentsand other ex-
penses. There willalso be time fordiscusson and network-
ing. Refreshmentswillbe served. For add itional information
and reservations. e-mail ihredu@yahoo.com orcallLauraat
(718)230-1516 or Cheryl at (718)636-3099.

All screenin gs at Brooklyn Socie ty for Ethic al Culture,
53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street, Park Slope

‘ . v
5. Come celebrate with The Mother of AllPeace Groups.a

4 BSEC Community Partner: The Women's Intemational %
Y¥r League for Peace and Freedom., *
g Frday May 6, 7-9pm - §
* The UN Center Building *
g:_ 777 UN Plaza, 2nd Floor g:_
% Enter on 44 th Street, corner of 1s t Avenue %
jﬁ_ Historic photographsand memorabilia, music, dance jﬁ_
4 and drama willillustrate nine decadesof WILPFswork 4
¥ for peace and justice. Refreshmentswillbe served. j;

:* wilpf@wilpfnymetro.org. Donations welcome. i
j_ Contact Maureen Egginton at infinity2000@prodigy.net

LIFE & ETHICS 05

SELF CARE AND HEALING FAIR

SUNDAY APRIL 2-9 PM — FREE ADMISSON
MINOR CHARGE FOR SOME CLASES/SERVICES

Experiencethe goodlife by living fully every day. Bring harmony to
your mind, body and spirit at BSEC's First Annual Self Care and
Heding Fair, feauring hedth-enhancing food, products and services.
Workshops promating inner-outer relatednesswill i nclude Gong
Musicd Meditation - Relaxation for Inner Peace- Walking
Meditationin ou garden - Yoga& Tai Chi (1 hr class- $10) - And
more! Med halistic praditi oners and sample their services: Reiki,
Massage & other Heding Arts. Natura food and handcrafted
products will be avail able for purchase.

Contad BSECLdr@aol.com for more information a go to
www.southerncomforts.net.

APRIL 17 1-3PM $10

PLAYING WITH THE ARTS: SESSION 2
PERFORMING OUR FAMILY STORIES

Thisworkshop follows the free 11am Platform on valuing family
storiesand memories. Led by clergy leader Lisel Burns and
Tasha Paley, we will share our family storiesin small groups and
turn some of them into either a spontaneoussculpture, short mu-
sic piece or performance, using each other as partnersin actualiz-
ing our visions. Thisworkshop requiresonly awillingnessto
play — no previous experience or skill | evel necessary.

MAY 1. 1-3pm FILM “THIRST” $3

Thisfilm, co-hosted by BSEC Community partner Indigocafe.
com, followsthe 11am Platform introducing the Earth Charter
andthe United Nations Millennium Goals as current strategies
to link local and global concerns. Theworld ispoised on the
brink of epochal changesinhow WATER isstored, used and
valued. Followed by book discussion and sale courtesy of
www .Indigocafe.com.

ALSOON MAY 1: 5-7:30PM

PLAYING WITH ART: SESSION 3: SILK PAINTING
$10 PLUSMATERIALSFEE $12

Learn asimple, easily mastered technique for painting on silk us-
ing silk dyes and resists. Y ou can make wondrous creations on
your very firsttry in only 21/ 2hours! So come, learn and leave
with a beautiful piece of artthat you'll create. Limited enroll ment
allows personal teaching assistance. Optional: Bring a potluck
dish for a convivial evening.

SAVE THESE DATES
May 20-21: In Mother’sKitchen: Turning Family M emories
into Self-Publishing Gifts
May 22:  Making Music While Creating Family Traditions
June12:  Sunday Opera W orkshop

FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO REQUEST A PROGRAM BRO-
CHURE, DISCOUNTSAVAILABLE +CONTACT
THE LEADER'SOFFICE AT
BSECIder@aol.com, or call the office — 718-768-2972

*Some May & June programs may be subjectt o location change
within the neighborhood.



Q‘.“‘g-mg the Village Baeé

Bedford Stuyvesant

DN\ [/

Fundraising Event for P. S. 44

432Monroe Stred Brooklyn, NY 11221

|t’s about Revitalization Not Gentrification!

Sponsored by Southern Comfortsin partnership with the

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture
Adop A Schod

Bedford Stuyvesant Empowerment Projed
www.southerncomforts.net and www.bsecorg




RswpP
P44 Fu 't Banguet

Sdurday, May 14, 2005

432Monroe Stred Brooklyn, NY 11221
9:00 pm. —-1:00a.m.

Live Entertainment and I nternational Cuisine

o | amattending and would liketo purchase atablefor 8 a $350.00
# of tables Total

o | amattendingthisevent at $50per person

# of people Total

o | amnot attending and would like to donate:

0 $250 $500 $750 $1000 Other $

Name

Address

City State Zip
Telephone Email

Make your tax deductible contribution payable to:

BSEC (indicate PS 44 Schod Fund on the Memo line)
Mail to:
BSEC 53 Prosped Park West, Brookiyn, NY 11215
Attention: Nettie Paisley

Southern Comforts: 7184554444
BSEC: 7187682972

Credit Cardss 0 Visao Mastercard

# Exp

Signature

Thank you for your kindnesd




Member Profile: Melanie Richardson,
BSEC'sBoard President

Melanie Richardson came to Ethical Culture through an ad
in a localnewspaperthat advertised a humanistic religion.
She stumbled onto humanism through “The Humanist”
magazine. “Now thisiswhat I've believed in all my life,”
she thought. She attended one meeting and kept return-
ing. She had found the spiritual home she'd been seeking.
Little did she know thatthat chance encounterwould
open doorsto some major life changesincluding a new
love, Tony Severo from BSEC, and a life in NYC.

Asthe oldest of three children born to Jim and Marilyn
Richardson, Melanie grew up in Texas. Her parentsnow
live in Louisiana. Sster Susan residesin Denton, TX, while
brother John isin Oklahoma City. Herdad, who isa quiet,
patient man, hasmade a lasting impresson on hisdaugh-
ter. “He reminded usto think, to be mindful of the world
around us.” Herparentsalso expresed confidence in
their daughter: “You've alwayshad a level head and we
trust in you and your ability to make decisonsfor yourself.”
She hascome to app reciate their faith in herand to share
thattrust in herinnate wisdom.

Melanie graduated from the University of Texasin Austin
with a BSin Nursing. She currently worksin clinical admis-
sonsfora downtown HIV/AIDSfacility, a job which she
findsrewarding. Being a nurse makesit easy for herto
connect with the people she wantsto help. She likesthe
independence thisposition affordsheraswellasthe op-
portunity to deal directly with patients. She hopes she can
find time to plug into the ne tworksthat are working for re-
forms she supp orts, like National Health Insurance. The re-
cent BSEC Platform featuring Dr. Oliver Fein enlarged her
perspective on thisimportant issue. “lt'sgreatto know
aboutthiseffort and to hearaboutthe potential for fixing
the current system.”

When she'snotindoorshelping people, you might find her
outdoorswalking herdogs, Andy, a husky, and Jasmine,
the shih-tzu princess “I've alwayshad d ogs’ and even
got one asa present from her ex-husband on the first of
her bithdaysthatthey celebrated together. She hasfan-
tasized about being an environmentalengineer, a land-
scape artist,and a parkrangersome day. An enthusastic
biker, she plansto do the NYC 5 Borough bike tour this
year! She'slooking forgreat cycling outings, so contact
her if you know of any locally wonderfulrides. To getin
shape forthisadventure, she'sa regular visitor atthe gym.
She'sdiscovered the meditative aspectsof exercise —it's
become a spiritual experience giving hertime to focuson
herself and herwellbeing.

And how has se adjusted to herlife in NYC and at BSEC?
“Bvery morming aslride the Btrain to work, | look forward
to seeing the East River.” Forsomeone who used to be
fearful of water, there isnow a sense of peace watching
the light dance on the water, seeing itsmotion and hear-
ing its ounds.

BSEC, she says, hasa lot of good energy, “There'san inte n-
sty there. People are not afraid to be honest with each
other. You can tellthatthey really believe in the Ehical
ideals—the potential of Bhical Culture. They see it in

themselvesand in othersaround them.” She appreciates
how membersreach outto each other with genuine, sin-
cere concern. AsPresident, she hopesto help focusand
give some direction to allthisgreat energy. She would like
BSEC to establish a well-functioning infrastructure so that
we can devote more time to outreach and projectsfor
which membersare passonate.

lasked Melanie howwe at BSEC could make he r life more
wonderful. Thiswasa hard question to answer. “lI know
that when people at BSEC ask me how | am they are
genuinely interested. They are warm and caring about me
and my children.” However, if you have a pasdon for
house cleaning, she may be willing to barter your services.

It'snot surprising to hearthat she feelsmost alive being with
her children, daughter Casey, 9, and son Kevin, 12, who
have remained in Texasduring thistranstion period. In
announcing theirvisit for Spring break, her excitement was
evident. Casey, Kevin and Tony's ©n Lucaswere recruited
ashelpersduring BSEEC's CraftsFairand ad ded to the joy of
the day. And then there'sTony. “Everything'sclicking. I'm
really grateful forwhat I have.” I've learned that in life
you're alwayslearning and it'simportantto kee p yourself
open to things” Tony and Melanie became engaged ear-
lierthisyearand Tony isthe current Board VP. Watch this
newsdletter for the upcoming wedd ing news. You can con-
tact Melanie at melanieannr@verizon.net.

Interviewed by Diane Kirschner

MEMBER NEWS
Ruth Pikitch isreturning from Horida asConstance isgoing.

Congratulationsto past President Warren Miner who
received high praise and a Lifetime Sruggle and Achieve-
ment Award at Congressman Major Owen®©sannual awards
dinner March 18. MembersVandra Thorburn, Lisel Burns,
Charlie Horwitz, Hlen Raider (of course) and newcomer
Joan Sobelwere there to celebrate.

Hafizur Kahn isback home recovering from hip surgery.

Bea Rubin hashad leg trouble and exercised with Hafizin
the Palm GardensRehab Center recently. Nettie©s Paidey©s
daughterisrecovering well.

SHARING AND CARING

The garden seedshave arrived. The
fresh salad seedswillgo into the ground
orcontainersany day now. Soon you
willhear the e xpresson - "l gotta go
forage fora fresh salad now." Think of
allthose yummy vitamins.

Callone of your BSEC membersand SHAREthat yummy
salad and make a home-made salad d resdng to go
with that fresh salad. Many but not all of the world©s
problemscan be solved with balsamic vinegar, extra
virgin olive oiland d on®©t forget the tarragon.

Roger Kaufman




THE GOO D COFFEEHOUSEMUSIC PARLOR 30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON
BROOKLYN'S HOME FCRAC OUSIIC ROO TSMUSK

Shows gdart at 8 PM + ($10 & door,

Aprl The music of Stephane Wremb el and

$6 for kids, *except where noted)

hisHot Club of New York (www .stephanewrembel.com)

takesusto the gypsy camp to dance around the campfire. Specializing in French gypsy guitar and mixed with a unique
combination of music from all over the world, each show isa different trip!

Apr8

James O’'Malley has shared the stage with such notablesas Cheryl Whee ler, Jack Williams, Lynn Miles,

LouisTaylor and Chuck Pyle. His osngsare eloquent hook-laden gemsdelivered in hisown inimitable style. Plus: Folk-pop
singer-songwriter Caroline Doc torow ‘slatest CD release, Carmel Valley Ride, isa conceptrecord aboutthe 60©sfolk duo,
Richard and Mimi Farifia. "This CD takesthe listeneron a fascinating journey... and spinsfrom the disk with a driving fury

and conviction," Sng Out magazne.

Apr 15 3rd Friday with the Park Sope Food Coop

Jenny Hill & Liquid Horn presentsa night of original music, with a lively and lush mixture of jazz Brazlian
and Latin grooves. Plus. Robert Dick improviseson flutes, large and small, blended with percusson on a variety of world

music instrumentsto create a briliantly colored soundscape.

Apr 22

Traveling Troubadour Series ($15 adults/ $6 kids)

Dale Miller (www .dalemiller.com) isa guitarist who hasmastered the e arly finger style country blues. He
hasused thisvocabulary of licksto play standards, novelty tunes, original compositionsand even opera arias. He was
Kicking Mule Records best-selling American based artist in the 1970sand hasrecently returned to touring after 15 years

owning and running a guitar shop in San Fancisco.

Apr 29

Traveling Troubadour Series ($15 adults/ $6 kids)

Bluesand ragtime guitarist Nick Katzman (www .blueskatz.com) recorded highly regarded albumsin the
1980sfor the influential Kicking Mule record label. Criticspraise him for hisvirtuoso picking skillsand hisability to craft
songsthat sound asif they'd been written in the 1920s. A native New Yorker, Katzman now livesin Germany. Nick, who
rarely performsin the US did a show atthe Good Coffeeh ouse Music Parlor last year, and there was uch an overwheIm-
ing response from the audience that we just had to ask him to come back. Thisisa not-to-be-mised show for blues
fan guitar fanatics, and anyone who app reciatesmasterful musicianship.

For the first time e ver, BSEC partici-

THE SAME SEX WEDDING ExPO

Leonora for bringing the materialsback

pated asan exhibitor atthe Same

Sex Wedd ing Expo, held atthe Jacob JavitsConvention
Centerthe weekend of February 26-27, 2005. We had a
fronttable in the red-draped Same Sex Wedd ing section
of the Expo, which partnerswith the LGBT(Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgendered ) Expo each year. The Same Sex
Wedd ing Expo isproduced by Marriage Equality New
York, a statewide, grasgootsorganization committed to
ending discrimination in civil marriage. View their website
at www .marriagee qualityny.org. Asan exhibitor at the
Expo, BSEC app earsin the "Loveland 2005 Pasport" and
willbe listed on the Same Sex Wedd ing Expo website,
www .samesexwedd ingexpo.com, forup to ten months.

Atthe Expo, BSEC volunteersreached outto the LGBT
community and to other exhibitors, raising awarene ssof
BSEC asa humanist congregation aswellasthe availabil-
ity of officiantsand rental space forweddingsand other
celebrations.

to BSEC. Specialthanksalso to Jason
Leibowitz for volunteering half a day out of hisvacation
week to help bring the brochuresto the Expo.

WeO©re also grateful to those who helped but did not
attend: Maureen Egginton, who reworked the rentals
and membership b rochure in time forusto distribute
thousandsto the public; Diane Kirschner, who volun-
teered but wastoo illto attend; Greg Tewksbury, who
volunteered to be on standby Saturday afternoon; and
to Lisel Burns, who also wason standby for Saturday
evening. We couldn®©t have done it without all of you!

Now thatthe Expo isover, the work of following up with
those who gave usbusinesscardsor signed our mailing
list begins. It©s my hope that thiseffort will bringus new
members, and more same sex couplesbooking our
officiantsand party space.

Celeste Leibowitz

Ourthanksto the dedicated people who worked the ta-
ble and distributed our eye-catching new rentalsbro-
chure: Tony Severo, Melanie Richardson, Rita Wilson, Er-
ica Hawkins, Bruce Leibowitz, Roger Kaufman, Nancy
Richardson, Dorothy Wood, Vandra Thorburn, KC Mitsui,
Martha Gallahue, Donna Roberts, and Leonora Lucon.

Secialthanksto Leonora Lucon who drove Jason and
me to the JavitsCenteron Fiday and helped usdeliver
the materialsto ourtable atthe Expo, and to Donna a nd

ETHICSON THE WEB

<SP
Arthur Dobrin willagain be teaching an ethics PZQ\J/
course on line forBarnesand Noble. It beginsin Q‘\-?\'/
Apriland lastsfour weeks. There©sno charget
just sign-up atthe B&N home page! It's a great way for
Ethical Culturiststo get involved with otherswho also think
about ethicsand to let people know that we e xist.

Also see www .EthicalManifold.net, or www .aeu.org.
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Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture « 53 Prospect Park West
& 2nd Street Brooklyn NY 11215 718.768.2972
bsecOffice@aol.com www .bsec.org
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fi Sat
1 2
GCH: 8-10pm
3 PLATFORM 4 5 6 7 8 9
1lam:aSpiritual Broo ki - 8-
Wi:dn;m?m ua Sorytelling V\;g%eﬁn's Community Sng | 7pm: Board GCH:8-10pm 4pm
with Mary 6:30pm Mee ting S. Fancis
Chorus7-9pm . 6:30-8pm
Savage Tai Chi 7-9pm College:
10am CSA 7.9 ith JP Free f Clergy Supp er G
1pm Youth Group ~pm wit ee for Topic: Relationship aza
Members . Sudents
Building
2-9pm Slf Care & 8pm: &. Fancis
Healing Fair College: Exiting
Iraq
10 PLATFORM 11 12 13 14 15 16
1lam: Sring Festival | 6:30-9pm Broo klyn Tai Chiz with JP | Platform GCH: 8-10pm
Intergene rational FHim: Route | Women's 7-9pm + FHee for | Meeting, 7pm
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CHILDREN'S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY =

A LETTER FROM CSA & FAMILY PROGRAMSDIRECTOR,
AUDREY KINDRED

Hello community of neighbors, friends, parents, children...

An invitation to all, to our Soring Intergene rational Platform
on April 10th at 11am at the BSEC Meeting House (children
meet asusual at 10:30 next door). Families, thisisa great
opp ortunity to bring new neighborsin fora sense of

FELIX: Family Ethical Living Is X-citing!

I©d love to share with you some snipp etsof our CSA exp e
ence and some visionsof our projectsand concerns.l invite
you to visit our colorful seasonal exhibits. In the upstairshall
at BSEC find the illustrationsand story written by our Riday
Night Children©s Gathering, titled, "The Helpful Fiends Hed-
ing Each Other." In the front hall of BSEC find "Transforma-
tion," featuring our caterpillar and butterfly art projects.

Caterpillarsand butterfliesprovide such a gorgeousmeta-
phorforchange, encouraging a crucial quiet protective
state of solitude to transform toward greatest potentials.
We are pondering themesof change and growth, on per-
sonaland worldly levels. Smultaneousy, we are witne ssng
dearfriendsin the sorrowsof death and the celebrationsof
birth and we wish to extend ourlove in both directions; to
Donna Robertsand Leonora Lucon©sfamily on the one
hand; to the Townsend-Davisfamily on the other hand. In
the midst of these two extremes, here we are deeply feel-
ing, reaching out. A very mature student, Tyler, shared a
tremendously moving vision at our circle when reflecting
upon the recent lossof Leonora©sneice, Lisa.l can only
hope to paraphrase him: "When we think of thousandsof
people dying in a war, it©snot ©thousandsof people®. It©s
ONEperson, DYING -- theirwhole family being so so sad --
and thishapp ening THOUSANDS of times."

In our Ethical Action work, we have reached out close to
home, to be helpfulto our parents, teachersand friends;
and we have reached out with our creativity and love

toward our partners, the &. Anne ©s Children©sHome, a small

orphanage in Kisumu, Kenya with whom we have an ongo-
ing correspondence. We have created a watercolored
alphabet book for our fellow learnersthere and created
portraitsof ourselvesto reciprocate the photo-familiarity
they have provided uswith. You can look them up on line
and extend your own supp ortto them asyou wish at any
time, by finding Cherish Our Children International on the
web and giving fundsto the Africa projectthere.

ThisMarch we he Id an Asdstant Teachertraining sesson at
the home of Lisel Burns, and with her ethical guidance, we
joyfully welcomed ournewest assstantteacher, artist
Graham Palme. What a wonderful team of individuals!
Jason Leibowitz, Jonah Lichtash, Anya Barry, Victoria
Wagnerman, and Graham of course. We are e xtremely
thankful to them each moment! --Victoria for knowing
BSEC insde and out, from a practicalto a philosophical
level; Jason forbeing the e arly bird each week and posting
the CSA bannerto greet even me; Anya forinteracting
deeply on a one-to-one level with many children who®©ve
grown attached to her; to Jonah for the security he offersto
ouryoungest participants, the wittinesshe offersoureldest
and the music he bringsto oursnacktimes. | celebrate this
very dear Assstant Teaching Team! Audrey

PARENTSNIGHT OUT -
Whileyour children att end a party.

Tooffer an evening out for local parents,
our Children’s Sunday Assembly staff are
available to carefor your childin an

artistic, caring environment at reasonable prices.

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY AT BSEC

BEvery child iswelcome. Ages 2-13
$15 for one c hild, $25 for two

April 22, 6:30-10pm

Children'sactivitiesin this gructured and supervised "open
space" include: games, stories, songsand movement, art
projectsand ethical action projects. Your child can bring

a friend. Join us In the newly renovated basement

of The Brooklyn Society for Ehical Culture. Contact
Audrey at EthicalKin@hotmail.com or RSVP at 718-789-7958.
Referencesare available on request.

Please invite your friends.
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CLERGY LEADER NEWS

LEADER ADVISEMENT COMM ITT EE FORMING; Snce clergy
are actually self employed, representing a denomination
or (in our case) religiousmovement in service to a particu-
lar congregation, clergy rolesand responsbilitiescan be
challenging to define, understand and apply. To help
ground theirwork with shared expectationsof

diverse member stakeholder groups, Ethical Culture
leadersand otherclergy depend on a leaderadvisesment
committee forongoing feedback and help with problem
s0lving. Ideally, membersof thisgroup come from differ-
ent social identity and activity groupsin the comm unity
and provide constructive feedback and guidance as e
see ksto partner with the community to acc omplish itsim-
plicit and stated aims. If you would be interested in serv-
ing on thisadvisement group which willmeet at least
quarterly starting in April, please contact Lisel at 783-2298.
Materials, including clergy job description, professonal
ethicsfor Bhical Culture leadersand the Board of
Directors dated prioritiesfrom their strategic planning
sessonsof August and December 2004 are available on
request.

WOMEN’s STUDIES: Liselwillbe at (heralma mater) Smith
College in Northampton, Mass on April 11-14 doing
training with Women ©s Sudies gudentsand comm unity
leadersfrom the Connecticut River Valley on the Neigh-
borhood Women Network©s Leadership Supp ort Mett-
ods. Thisfallthey hope to bring out a Train the Trainer
package suitable for equipping g roup leadersor
activissswho wantto bring spiritual/ethical traditionsand
meeting practicesfrom grassootsgroupsworldwide to
families, classooms, workplacesand organizational
meetings. Neighborhood Women®©sdocumentsare
featured frequently in the Sophia Smith archive of activist
women®©sorganizations, the largest such collection in
North America. See www .groots.org.
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Ehically Speaking: April 2005: The newsletter of the Braoklyn Societyfor Bhical Qulture

APRIL PLATFORMS & WORKSHOPS

April 3 — "WORLD SPIRMUAL WisboM: CAN WE TAKE WHAT WE WANTAND LEAVE THE RES?® with
Lead er, Lisel Burns Spiritual traditionshave long grounded people© who seek theirown
self development, in tune with wisdom and ethical principlesunderlying different relig-
ions. Can we use the piecesof spiritual traditionswe now practice asour ethical systems
aswell?

April 10 -- 2SPRING INTERGENERATIONAL FESTIVAL:® Join the BSEC Community and the
Children'sunday Asembly for a fun filled d ramatic experience and party. Donations
willbe collected for our community partnerthe Church of the Gethsemane to cheer
people who are incarcerated, and soldiersin Irag with gift boxesincluding snack food
like tuna fish, peanut butterif it is aled in plastic.

April 17 -- 20ORAL HISTORY: STRENGTHENING FAMILY TIES," with Joan Klips, BSEC Board Member.

April 24 -- "PEACE, VALUESAND TRANSFORMATIVE EXPERIENCE THROUGH THE WISDOM OF
NATIVE AMERICAN SPIRITUALITY," with Dr. Kurt Johnson and guests, Rev. Tom Downes Lisa
Lerner and Dorothy Cunha. The guest speakershave extensive experience in North and
South American indigenoushistory and traditions.

1pm Workshop: "DELVING DEEPER INTO INDIGENOUSWISDOM AND CEREMONY. The afternoon
experience willbe more e xtensive, in depth, and interactive with the guest speakers
and othersfrom Interspiritual Dialogue.

206 BSEC PEACESTE AWARD WILL HONOR
CONGRESSMAN MAJOR OWENS.
PLEASE JOIN USON SUNDAY, MAY 15AT 11AM

FOR A FREE COMMUNITY EVENTT O CELEBRATE PEACE

WE'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.BSEC.ORG

Ethical Culture
membersjoin tgether
in Bhical Societies
to asdst each other
in developing ethical
ideasand idealsand
to work together to
improve our world
and the world of our
children.

®

“Always actt o elicit
the bestin others and
thereby in oneself.”

Felix Adler, Founder

Brooklyn Socie ty for

Ehic al Culture

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Sreet
Broo klyn, NY 11215
bsecOffice@aol.com

MOMENTA STRING QUARTETSUNDAY, 0

APRIL 10AT 4Pwm, $10

INCLUDING CLAUDE DEBUSSY & CHARLESIVES

Momenta New Music Seriesat Brooklyn Society for
Ethical Culture presentsthe Momenta Sring Quartet.

Snce theirlast concert at BSEEC, Sephanie Griffin,
viola, participated in a music festival in Djakarta,
Indonesia, in honor of Tsunami victims. Miranda
Cuckson, first violin won the 2005 Pressr Foundation
violin competition at Juilliard School of Music and
performed in herdebut at Carnegie Recital Hallon
March 22, 2005. BSEC wasmentioned in the Carne-
gie Hall Program. Their program for the April 10th
program includesworksby Charleslves, Claude
Debusg/, and world premiersby Manena Contreras
and Mark Jurcisin.




