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    M AY PLATFORM S  
 

        1 
"Can the Earth Charter and the UN Millen-
nium Go als Beco me a World Constitution 
and Bill of Rights?" with Lisel Burns, Leader 

 

                                 8 
Collo quy for Mother’s Day – Theme “ Knowin g” 
led by Constance Pi gozzi: A c olloquy is a more  

Med ita tive Ethic a l Culture c eremony on a 
the me, with sharing, music and reflec tion.  

 
15 

Peace Site Platform:  The Annual Peace Site 
Award will be presen ted to  

Congressma n Ma jor Owens.  
 

    22 
Annual Memoria l Pla tform:  We will remember 

and honor those who have d ied with a  
persona l c and le lighting c eremony. 

 
29 

There will be no Platform.  Delega tes will 
be going to the Americ an Ethic a l Union 

Assembly whic h will take p lac e in Virg inia .  
                                                                    

  June 5  
 

 Memb ership Platform – followe d by  
Annual Memb ership M ee ting 

 

�  

 

Pla tforms a re he ld Sundays a t 11am a t the 
BSEC Mee ting House and a re free and  

open to the pub lic . 

�  
 

ETHICS FOR CHILDREN  
 

Sunda ys, 10:30am-12:30pm      
May 1, 8, 15, 22 

 

COME SHOP AT THE CSA  
TAG SALE MAY 22 � 10:30AM-1PM     

 

ALL WELCOME 
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AM ERICAN ETHICAL UNION  90th ASSEM BLY M ay 27 - 30, 2005 :   
 

T he AEU Planning Comm ittee h as pub lishe d eight p roposa ls to a web 
log a t http :// aeup lanning.b logspot.c om/ whe re you a re invited to 

b rowse and g ive fee dbac k.  The AEU Board met and by c onsen sus  
c onstruc ted a  stra teg ic p lan  iden tifying three p riorities:  

 

    1.     Governanc e.   Inc luded he re were polic ies, p roc edures, role  
   defi nitions, bylaws, authority, standards and norms, and eva lua tion. 
  2.    Comm unic a tions.   Inc luded he re were b rand ing and iden tity as 
well as a full review of a ll AEU c omm unic a tion too ls (ne wsletter, website, 
b roc hures, boo ks, etc .). 
   3.     Growth & Educ a tion.   Inc luded he re were growth and educ a tion 
issues rela ting to soc ieties, members-a t-la rge and number of  soc ieties. 
One p rogram tha t the Board felt nee ded to be reviewed was the New 
Soc iety Developmen t Program.  Add itiona lly, it was felt suc h a reas as 
develop ing home study materia ls, enh anc ing use of tec hnology, and 
pub lishing should be add ressed . 

   

Subgroups of board members were developed for eac h of the three 
a reas, and reports were submitted to the board for eac h a rea . In the 
Fa ll of 2004 the "AEU Planning Comm ittee " was formed for  the purpose 
of develop ing p roposa ls tha t would c ontinue the  stra teg ic  p lanning  
p roc ess. The c omm ittee inc luded members of  five d ifferen t Ethic a l   
Soc ieties who were rec ruited for the ir knowledge and skills in p lanning 
and d evelop ing p roposa ls. 

 

Eight p roposa ls were developed , most of whic h used the reports from 
the board  subgroups as a foundation. The se p roposa ls have been p re-
sen ted to the board and a re n ow being d istributed to Soc ieties and 
members for c omm en tary. It is hoped tha t the y c an be furthe r re-
fine d  then submitted to the 2005 Assembly for adop tion.  Please c ontac t 
the BSEC Offic e if you would like a c opy of the se  p roposa ls. 

 

NOTE: BSEC will be represen ted by delega tes, Constanc e Pigg ozi, Diane 
Kirsc hne r and Maureen Egg inton who will be voting on beh a lf of the 
interests of the BSEC.  Martha Ga llahue serves on the Nationa l Board of 
the AEU who will be p resen t, a long with Kurt Johnson, Lisel Burns, and 
possib ly Joan Klips, Rita Wilson, Melanie Ric hardson and Tony Severo. 

BSEC W ins Sacred Sites Restoration M atching Grant    
The Sac red Sites d ivision of the New York Landmarks Conservanc y has 
awarded BSEC a $7,000.00 matc hing g rant to restore severa l of our  
Tiffany windows in the Garden Roo m. Onc e repa ired and restored to 
the ir orig ina l sta te, our Tiffany windows will b righten the Garden Roo m 
and enh anc e the beauty of the Bon Ami mansion's fac ade. Part of 
the orig ina l mansion, the se Tiffany windows were supp lied by Louis 
Comfort Tiffany for his frien d , William Hamlin Childs, the orig ina l owne r 
of our landmark mee ting house. 
 

BSEC exten ds its sinc erest thanks to the New York Landmarks Conser-
vanc y, and will launc h stepp ed up fundra ising efforts in the c oming 
months to mee t the matc hing g rant and make the ne c essary repa irs.    



 

Broo klyn Tikk un Comm u-
ni ty –  

Next M eet ing, February 7 – 
7:00-9:00pm  

      98 She rman St. 
        Home of Karen Mins-
berg 
        Tel. 718-499-2625 
 

Contac t  sharda-
vid@yahoo .c om or  BSEC 
Member  Herb Da lin  for  
more information a t no-
c ello@nyc .rr.c om. 

 
                            

 

                    
 

Ethically Speaking is pub lished 10 times a yea r by 
BSEC. This month’s issue inc ludes c ontributions by 
Lisel Burns, Aud rey Kind red , Constanc e Pigozzi, 
Rita  Wilson,  Tina Aridas,  Mauree n Egg inton,  
Cha rlie Horwitz, Nett ie Pa isley, Roger Kaufman, 
Celeste Leibowitz .   Please send c ontributions to 
Mauree n Egg inton  a t  
b roo lkynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om. 
 

June Newsletter Dead line  
  MAY 18 

Unfortuna tely, spac e c onstra ints sometimes  
d ic ta te whether a c ontribution c an be inc luded . 

THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY 
FOR ETHICAL CULT URE 

  53 PROSPECT PARK WEST & 2ND STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11215 

(718) 768-2972 
bsecOffice@aol.com 

 

President:     Melanie Ric ha rdson 

Vice President:     Tony Severo 

Treasurer:     Kurt Johnson 

Reco rding Sec retary:   Gary Sc hec hter 

Pledg e Sec retary:   Ruth Pikitc h 

Board Members:   Mauree n Egg inton, 

Roger Kaufman, Diane Kirsc hner, Joan 

Donnen Klips, Bruc e Leibow itz, Rita Wilson 

Board Emeritus:   Constanc e Pigozzi 

Lead er Emeritus:   Lois Kellerman  

 

 

Clergy Lead er:  Lisel Burns  
 

Business Office : Rita Wilson  768-2972 

Build ing Rentals: Rita Wilson  768-2972 

Operations Manag er: Jim Alford 768-2972 

AEU Board: Martha Ga llahue 768-2972         
 

 

Build ings & Grounds: 

Constanc e Pigozzi  331-1137 

Caring & Sharing: 

Roger Kaufman 972-0468 

Coffee house: Linda Sta lla rd 768-2972  

Comm unic ations:  Mauree n Egg inton   

Development Office r: Celeste Leibow itz  

336-3683 

Environment: Kurt Johnson 768-2972 

Ethic al Ac tion: Charles Horw itz  230-3537 

Membership: Chair, Melanie Ric ha rdson  

768-2972, Co-Vic e Cha irs: Vandra  

Thorburn, v.thorburn@verizon.net, Annette 

Bernstein, annettee sl@aol.c om 

Newsletter: Mauree n Egg inton  

Broo klynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om 

Peace Site: 

Mauree n Egg inton 638-4767 

Bea Rub in, Cha ir Emeritus 

Platform: Constanc e Pigozzi 331-1137  

Programs Oversight:  Lisel Burns 783-2298 

Sunda y Sc hoo l: Audrey Kind red 768-2972 

ethic a lkin@hotma il.c om 

Youth Group: Edd ie Coyne 768-2972 

 
BSEC EDUCATION PLANK –  

THE FOLLO WING WAS INCLUDED AS PART OF THE OFFICIAL 
DOCUM ENTS AT T HE ICOPE (INDEPENDENT COMM ISSION 

 ON PUBLIC EDUCATION) CONFERENCE ON APRIL 16  
 

      Members are invited to share their thoughts on this statement.  
 

W e see k an e duc a tiona l c ontrac t tha t demands responsib ility, acc ountab il-
ity, and ac tion and spells out the c onsequen c es if anyone does not  

adhe re to the c ontrac t. This c ontrac t should not be written based on Blame, it 
should be written based on Resolution. As in a busine ss, the p rinc ipa l has top  
acc ountab ility. Just like a CEO, his or he r job depen ds on putt ing effec tive  
leadership in p lac e, imp lemen ting, monitoring, ad justing and mod ifying  
frequen tly to mee t the nee ds of the sc hoo l.  
 

The family and c omm unity must be c onsidered and inc luded as equa ls. The re 
should be n o authorita rian p resen c e squelc hing truthful spee c h. The information 
should be simp ly put and to the point. Simp lic ity and strong points with c ause 
and effec t will make e veryone c omfortab le so tha t poorly educ a ted c hild ren 
and paren ts fee l as if the y a re being ta lked to as opp osed to ta lked a t.  
 
The c ontrac t must be a reflec tion of the c omm unity and its c ulture in order to 
c rea te a happ y, p rogressive sc hoo l. Disc ip line should be on c ause and effec t--
adults a re c learly in c harge and c hild ren respec t this. Gen tle but firm d isc ip line 
should c omfort c hild ren and en ab le the m to acc ep t c orrec tion humbly and 
happ ily.  
 
The soc ia l c ontrac t we a ffirm is one tha t both rec ognizes the importanc e and 
simila rity of c ore mora l va lues ac ross a ll c ultures and trad itions and strives to put 
ethic a l c onsidera tions into educ a tiona l reflec tion and d ec ision-making - from 
the family to c lassroo m, administra tion and la rger c omm unity sett ings.  
 
The c ontrac t should be ma inta ine d by high determina tion and d ed ic a tion 
among the sta ff, c rea ting an en vironmen t tha t is so positive and p ro-ac tive the re 
is no roo m for inc ompeten t teac hing and studen t misbeh avior to hide. Every 
sc hoo l©s c ulture should be about acc omplishmen t with respec t and d ignity. This is 
a standard tha t c an and has been ac hieved in some NYC sc hoo ls with a la rge 
popula tion of c olor, but thus fa r has unfortuna tely not been typ ic a l. It is our de-
termina tion to see tha t suc h an en vironmen t be c rea ted in a ll the pub lic sc hoo ls, 
inc lud ing those with la rge popula tion of c olor. 
 
Let us the refore unite to a ffirm the importanc e of mora l founda tions and c ivic 
educ a tion in our reform of this educ a tiona l system, without advoc a ting the  
notion tha t c ivic and ethic a l teac hings nee d god language or a relig ious  
doc trine to ac hieve the ir a im of putt ing ethic a l c onsidera tions first.  
 
We want sc hoo ls to represen t a c ollabora tive partne rship of families, studen ts, 
teac he rs, and administra tors, and represen ta tives of the la rger c omm unity whic h 
will c a ll for the teac hing and p rac tic e of ethic a l dec ision-making in e very edu-
c a tiona l sett ing, while n ot c onfusing this c ruc ia l ac tivity with the p romotion of 
exp lic itly relig ious doc trine or expression.      

 

Composed by Celeste Leibowitz, Nett ie Pa isley and Lisel Burns  
 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
 

      REMINDER TO SAVE THE DATE SATURDAY, MAY 14 – 9PM-1AM 
               

                 FUND RAISER TO BENEFIT  PS 44 IN BED-STUY 
 

                GREAT FOO D - MUSIC – SPOKEN  - WORD –  JAZZ 
                

         $50 PER TICKET  TO HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR COMPUTERS  
 

432 Monroe Stree t (en ter on Throo p Aven ue)  Contac t Nett ie Pa isley for tic kets 
and information a t www .southe rnc omforts.ne t or c a ll 718-455-4444. Hosted by  
Southe rnComforts in partne rship with BSEC‘s Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee . 



                                       

L I F E  &  E T H I C S  0 5  L I F E  &  E T H I C S  0 5          

 
 

SUNDAY  M AY 1:     1-3 PM   FILM  “ THIRST”   
 

This film, co-hosted by BSEC Community partner Indigocafe.
com, follows the 11am Platform introducing the Earth Charter 
and t he United Nations M illennium Goals as current strategies  
to link local and global concerns. The world is poised on the brink 
of epochal changes in how WATER is stored, used and valued.  
Followed by e a discussion, apple juice & cookies, and a book 
sale.courtesy of  www .Indigocafe.com.  This event is a  
collaboration wi th P.O.V., the acclaimed independent nonfiction 
film series on PBS.http:// www .pbs.org/ pov/  
 
 

ALSO ON M AY 1:  5-7:30 PM  

     

PLAYING WITH ART: SESSION 3: SILK PAINTING       

$10 PLUS M ATERIALS FEE $12   
 

Learn a simple, easily mastered t echnique for painting on silk us-
ing silk dyes and resists.  You can make wondrous creations on 
your very first t ry in only 2 1/ 2 hours!  So come, learn and leave 
wi th a beautiful piece of art t hat you’ll create.  Limited enrollment 
allows personal teaching assistance.  Optional: Bring a potluck 
dish for a convivial evening.    
 
 
 

M AY 20 ±21 Fri 7-9 pm, Sat & / or 10 am-12:30 pm):  

     
 

“ IN M OTHER’S KITCHEN” : $10 each 
TURNING FAM ILY M EM ORIES INTO  

SELF PUBLISHED GIFTS 
 

Transform your boxes of family lore (recipes, photos, stories et al )  
into an elegant and meaningful web site and/or book. In this hands on 
workshop, Stephanie Burns, a writer, editor and web designer, will 
show you how to turn your cherished memories into impressive as-
semblages.  Some materials provided.   Follow up  coaching and de-
sign services will be offered for a reasonable fee. 
 
 
 

MAY 22: 1-3 PM: MAKING MUSIC WHILE 
CREATING FAMILY TRADITIONS $10 

 

Brooklyn singer-songwriter and music therapist Adele Rolider con-
ducts this joyful workshop designed to draw out memories of family 
and ethnic music as a foundation for creating  musical magic with 
your current family and friends. Transform your own children's diff i-
cult transitions (waking up, dressing, going to sleep, family travel)
into beloved family rituals with favorite songs.Start a family song-
book.  No musical training or special talent needed to enjoy this  
afternoon!  Individualized cassettes will be available for an  
additional fee. 

 
SAVE THESE DATES  

 

June 12:      Sunday Opera Workshop   -  1-3pm - $10 
 

June 24       Brooklyn Women’s Chorus – Friday, 8pm 
 

 
 

FOR M ORE DETAILS  AND TO REQUEST A PROGRAM  
BROCHURE, DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ± CONTACT  

THE LEADER’S OFFICE AT   

BSEClder@aol.com,  or call the office – 718-768-2972     

 

*Some M ay & June programs may be subject t o location change 
wi thin the neighborhood. 

      

 
 

J 
oin us on Sunday, June 26th from 5 to 9 PM for a 
c elebra tion in honor of Charles Horwitz©s retiremen t 

and his many years of c ontributions to BSEC and the 
la rger c omm unity.  
  

This fun-filled a ffa ir will g ive Charlie©s© frien ds, family and 
assoc ia tes the opp ortunity to show the ir love and app re-
c ia tion for his dec ades-long passiona te c omm itmen t to 
justic e and peac e.  We a lso o ffer the many BSEC C om-
munity Partne rs and a ffilia tions in the la rger c omm unity a 
c hanc e to exten d rec ognition of Charlie©s ded ic a tion 
and leadership inc lud ing his past Presiden c y of BSEC and 
c ontinuing role as Cha ir of the Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee , 
he lp ing BSEC c onne c t and supp ort organiza tions from 
Broo klyn to Haiti. 
 

We invite one and a ll to partic ipa te with the folks who 
a re p lanning a spec ia l p resen ta tion of toasts, roasts and 
skits.  You c ould share a story if you would like to add to 
the  fun.  For the more amateurs among us, the re will be 
one volunta ry rehe arsa l for timing and supp ortive fee d-
bac k. 
 

THERE ARE: the e arly years in the c ivil rights movemen t;  9 
years organizing in Mississipp i; teac hing in a High Sc hoo l 
in East Harlem in the 60s; Lega l Servic es Attorne y for  
migrant fa rm workers for the Migrant Lega l Ac tion Pro-
gram based in Washington, DC; he lp ing build a peasant 
owne d mic ro- c red it and savings bank in Haiti (Fonkoze); 
and organizing and advoc a ting in many Broo klyn c om-
munity organiza tions. He is now retiring as Sen ior Attor-
ne y, Counsel©s Offic e, New York Sta te Departmen t of  
Labor, whe re he sec ured millions of dolla rs in sett lemen ts 
on beh a lf of sweatshop and othe r exp loited workers 
aga inst the ir emp loyers.    
 

DO NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR A WONDERFUL BSEC 
FAMILY & EXTENDED COMM UNITY GATHERING !!!   

 
Grea t foo d , live music , inc lud ing med leys, from the 60©s, 
Haitian Compa danc ing, and Mississipp i Memories. Make 
your reserva tions early for this fun party - spac e is limited ! 
                                                   

All p roc ee ds will bene fit BSEC, and go towards ma jor 
build ing repa ir and he lp us with a matc hing g rant we 
rec en tly rec eived from the New York Landmarks Conser-
vanc y©s Sac red Sites p rogram.  Please he lp us kee p our 
home in goo d repa ir so we c an c ontinue our supp ort of   
loc a l c omm unity organiza tions in the dec ades to c ome. 
 

RSVP to Celeste Leibowitz a t b ruc eleib@aol.c om 
or c a ll 718-336-3683 

Tic kets a re slid ing sc a le sta rting a t $35 
 

SA V E  THE  DA TE  !!! JU NE  2 6    

CONGRA TUL A TE   
C HA RL IE  HORWITZ  WITH     

 A  ROA ST  A N D  TOA ST  
PA RTY  &  

B S EC  FU N D  RA IS ER 



 

 
  

 

T he Membership Comm ittee h as sc he duled the New  
Member Orien ta tion Series set to begin in May. Following 

is the sc he dule and the top ic s tha t will be p resen ted . This is 
the series tha t is required of a ll ne w members in order to he lp 
the m bec ome more well-ac qua inted with Ethic a l Culture as 
well as with BSEC itself. The c lasses will be offered on Sa tur-
day mornings with an a lterna tive time of Wedne sday eve-
nings in order to try to acc omm odate as many busy sc he d-
ules as possib le. At the c ompletion of the series, the re will be 
a BBQ to c elebra te!   All sessions will be he ld a t BSEC.  
 

EIGHT COMMITMENTS OF ETHICAL CULTURE 
                          Saturday , May 7, 10am -12pm  

              (a lterna tive da te Wedne sday May 11, 7-9pm)   

 

INTRODUCTION TO MEMBERSHIP AT BSEC--  
A REVIEW  OF PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS 

                         Sa turday, May 21 10am-12pm 
                       (a lt Wedne sday, May 25, 7-9pm)  

                                                                 

                                                                        RELATIONSHIP BUILDING  
                         Sa turday, June 4 10am-12pm 
                      (a lt Wedne sday, June 8,  7-9pm)   

 

                                                                                       ELICIT THE BEST  
                       Sa turday, June 18 10am-12pm 
                     (a lt Wedne sday, June 22, 7-9pm) 
 

To be he ld c onc urren tly on Sa turday, June 18, will be a re-
view of the 4 c lasses geared to more e stab lishe d members 
who want to b rush up on the ir membership essen tia ls! The 
BBQ w ill be he ld imm ed ia tely a fter the fina l Sa turday session 
on June 18. 

 

  

ETHICAL BLOGGING WITH ARTHUR DOBRIN     
 

W ith funds from Hofstra University, Prof. Dobrin has  
estab lishe d a b log tha t he h opes will serve as a ne w 

ethic s site.   A p lac e whe re p rofessiona ls who have e thic a l 
p rob lems (imm ed ia te or long-range) c an ta lk to o the rs 
about the ir c onc erns. His vision is a forum within this site for 
teac he rs, soc ia l workers, physic ians, busine ss peop le e tc . 
who a re fac ing rea l-life e thic a l questions and want fee d -
bac k from othe rs who’ve h ad simila r p rob lems. Prof.  
Dobrin is  hop ing tha t some of us will be willing to use this 
ne w site to he lp him test it out. So fa r it is only an idea , but 
a useful and nee ded one for the wider world .  If the b log  
is succ essful, the university is willing to invest more mone y 
to g ive the site more flexib ility & grea ter reac h. Registra tion 
is nee ded so the site c an be monitored for acc ep tab le 
postings. Go to ± http :// www .livejourna l.c om/ users/
a rthur_dobrin/  

 

 BSEC ANNUAL M EM BERSHIP M EETING     

 

T he Annua l Membership Mee ting will be he ld  
Sunday, June 5, imm ed ia tely following Pla tform.    

      A potluc k lunc h will be served . The agen da will  
      inc lude voting for ne w board members and  
      d isc ussing/ app roving the budget for Fisc a l Year  

2005-2006.  Watc h your ma ilboxes and the June 
Newsletter for more deta ils. 

SHARING AND CARING            

T he days a re gett ing longer. The sap is rising in the tree s. I 
used to have a frien d who b lew up b ridges for a living 

in World War II. He would say, *nobody gets out of he re 
a live!*I would say tha t we ALL nee d goo d qua lity of life 
right up to the en d of our lives a t the age of 106. The re is a 
boo k about ag ing from the Mac Arthur Foundation whic h 
ta lks about our qua lity of life in our la ter years. We nee d to 
ea t well, slee p well, exerc ise well, avoid d epression and it 
is so easy to say and d iff ic ult to follow. I will study this b ib le 
for ag ing, and if I c an c ome up with a rec ipe for long life 
with grea t en joymen ts - I will pass the rec ipe a long in fu-
ture a rtic les. Just remember Popeye lied . Exc essive 
amounts of sp inac h c an c ause urinary d iff ic ulties.           
                                                                                                                                                    Roger Kaufman 

 

A  boo k I onc e read sugg ested tha t we should p repare 
to live in a world of rap id turnover, expec ting frien d-

ships to last no more than five years before our life stage 
c hanges, and the frien ds who were app ropria te c ompan-
ions and c onfidantes to the p revious life stage move on. 
 

Yet the re a re memories tha t last a lifetime, of family and 
frien ds whose p resen c e in our lives, long or short, had a  
p rofound influen c e on us. Whe the r the y live or have 
passed on, the ir influen c e and the va lues the y imparted 
c ontinue to be a p resen c e.  
 

In BSEC©s Garden of Peac e and Remembranc e, opene d 
to the pub lic in May 2004, we c an c rea te a permanen t 
reminder of the se spec ia l and beloved ind ividua ls. By  
purc hasing a p laque, or c ontributing to the ongoing  
upkee p of the Garden , our memories a re kep t fresh, a live 
and ne ar to us.   In the tranquillity of this beautifully de-
signe d spac e, we c an reflec t, remember, and reded ic a te 
ourselves to inc orpora ting and perpetua ting the positive 
influen c e our loved one s have imparted to us. 
 

Loo king to the future, to a time we will not see , what is our 
vision for BSEC? I imagine us a hundred years hen c e,  
expanded to an ac tive membership of 125 to 150  
peop le, ever more dee p ly en gaged in loc a l, na tiona l and 
g loba l issues.  
 

I imagine BSEC inc reasing its c onne c tions with like minded 
organiza tions and serving as a launc hing pad for more 
fledgling organiza tions inten t on c rea ting a more just and 
humane world . I en vision our Child ren ©s Sunday Assembly 
overflowing with c hild ren of every bac kground , and our  
Y.E.S. group flourishing and vib rant, full of teen s exp loring 
c ontemporary issues and c omm unity servic e. 
 

I p ic ture our "grand old lady," the Bon Ami mansion whe re 
we mee t, ren ova ted and restored to its former beauty.  
 

We c an g ive our supp ort to a time we will not see , by  
inc lud ing a bequest to BSEC in our wills. Othe r more c om-
p lex aven ues exist but a simp le bequest is the e asiest way 
to g ive a g ift of mone y or assets tha t has grea t va lue to 
BSEC but will not imp inge on our p resen t lifestyle.  
 

For more information on memoria l/ honorary p laques, and 
on leaving a bequest to BSEC, c ontac t Celeste Leibowitz 
a t 718-336-3683 or by ema il a t Bruc eleib@aol.c om  

                

                   Celeste Leibowitz, Developmen t Offic er 

PPASTAST , P, PRESENTRESENT   ANDAND  F FUTUREUTURE  M EM BERSHIP COMM ITT EE NEWS — WHAT ARE 
WE ABOUT  ±  GETT ING TO KNOW  BSEC       



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Congressman Ma jor Owen s has served in Congress for 
over two dec ades. He h as c onsisten tly fought for peac e. 
He opp osed the  Vietnam war, the war in Iraq and a ll of 
the litt le wars in between .   
 

He h as a lways been a strong advoc a te for poo r and 
working peop le and peop le of c olor. He h as a lways  
a rgued tha t mone y for war means testimony for peac e 
and for he lp to o ur less fortuna te ne ighbors, the e lderly, 
sing le moms, the poo r and the d isab led .  
 

He spen ds seven day a wee k, with h is c onstituen ts and 
he h as spoken a t BSEC on many occ asions.   Rec en tly, 
BSEC members a tten ded his fa rewell fund-ra iser whic h 
honored frien ds in Broo klyn Paren ts for Peac e and our for-
mer BSEC presiden t, Warren Minor.     
 

Although this is Congressman Owen s last term in  
Congress, those of us who know and love him, have n o 
doub t tha t he will c ontinue h is righteous ethic a l and 
mora l strugg les for peac e and soc ia l justic e. Not only for 
peop le in Broo klyn, but for opp ressed peop le a ll over the 
world .     

   

 ANNUAL PEACE      
 

   SITE PLATFORM     
 

M AY 15, 11AM    
   

THE 2005 BSEC 
 

PPEACE SITE AWARD           

 

 
JOIN BSEC IN                  

CELEBRATING  &  
HONORING  

CONGRESSM AN   
M AJOR OWENS  

WORK FOR        
PEACE 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A  rec en t inc iden t a t a sc hoo l in Queen s has  
eviden tly quieted d own.  It was widely reported 

tha t the 4th grade Haitian studen ts were rounded up 
and punishe d by the assistant p rinc ipa l who made the 
c hild ren sit on the floo r and ea t the ir lunc h with the ir 
hands app aren tly with the c omm en t tha t the y a re 
trea ted like anima ls in Haiti and she would trea t the m in 
the same way.    It app ears, onc e it was determine d 
tha t the p rinc ipa l was a Blac k Americ an and the assis-
tant p rinc ipa l was Jamaic an, the outc ry of rac ism has 
stopp ed.   Instead why wasn©t it  rep lac ed by the outc ry 
of c ulture b ias? 
 
If a ll tha t was reported happ ene d to the se c hild ren is 
true, it is an absolute d isgrac e and why shouldn©t those 
administra tors be fired or suspen ded?  This should  
remind us a ll - and espec ia lly Blac ks of Afric an  
desc en t - tha t we a re in the same boa t a ll the time!    
 If the Klu Klux Klan says the y a re going to kill the ne xt 
N***** the y see , the y will not stop and ask to see an 
Americ an passport or a foreign green c ard ; nor will 
the y rec onsider based on a lighter skin or longer ha ir, 
educ a tion or inc ome!    
 

If you have found a grea t doc tor who happ en s to be 
Blac k, will you stop going to him/ he r onc e you d isc over 
he / she is not from your own c ulture?    Probab ly not. 
Then why do we demonize and d eva lue our own in 
many othe r a reas? 
 

As an Afric an Americ an, I sugg est we make a c on-
c erted effort to respec t and p rotec t ourselves as a 
peop le.  Perhaps I am speaking to the c hoir, if so, 
p lease think about this issue and pass on this c onc ern 
of love  to the c ongrega tion! 

 
One Peop le, One Love,   

 

Nett ie Pa isley 

CULTURE BIAS VS RACISM  

  

NEXT  ETHICAL ACTION COMM ITTEE MEETING    

 

SUNDAY, MAY 22, 1PM IN THE LIBRARY     
 

AT BSEC AFTER PLATFORM 
 

BRING YOUR MUNCHIES 
 

ALL INVITED TO ATTEND  
 

    CONTACT CHARLIE HORWITZ AT c horwitz@earthlink.ne t 

    

M AY PLATFORM S  
 

May 1:    "Can the Earth Charter and the UN Millenniu m Go als Beco me a World Constitution and Bill of Rights?"     
with Leader, Lisel Burns. 
 

May 8:     Collo quy for Mother’s Day ± Theme “ Knowin g” le d by Constance Pi gozzi:   A c olloquy is a more  
med ita tive Ethic a l Culture c eremony on a the me, with sharing, music and reflec tion.  

 

May 15 :  Peace Site Platform:  The Annual Peace Site award will be presen ted to Congressma n Ma jor Owens.  
                   Live music  

 

     May 22:   Annual Memoria l Pla tform:  We will remember and honor those who have d ied with a persona l  
                      Cand le lighting c eremony.    

          
 
 

   

May 29:  There will be no Platform.  Delega tes will be going to the b i-annua l Americ an Ethic a l Union Assembly 
whic h will take p lac e in Herndon, Virg inia .  

                                                                      

June 5:   The Memb ership Platform.  Followe d by a p ot luc k lunch and the BSEC Annual Memb ership M ee ting. 
 

10:30am ± 1pm        CHILDREN’S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY  STOOP SALE ± BRING YOUR SHOPPING BAGS !!!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, M AY 15, 2005  - 3:30 P,M.  

REBCCA PECHEFSKY 
 

Harpsichord  
 

Elisab eth Jac quet de La Guerre    Suite in D Minor 
 
             Johann Seba stian Bac h    Chromatic Fantasy and Fuge 
 
                  Johann Ludwig Krebs    Partita in A Minor                          
 

 
THE B ROOK LYN SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE 

 
53 P rospect Park West & 2nd St reet  

 
Brook lyn , NY 11215  

 
www .bsec.org 

 
_________________________________________________ 

 
For more informat ion, call Constance Pigozzi, 718 .331 .1137  

 
Suggest ed d onat i on :  $10  

 
Fundraiser for the Ethical Society 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:00am CSA 
11am Pla tform 
1-3:30 YES Group  
1pm FILM “ THIRST”  
5pm L&E Silk Pa ining 

2 
Storytelling 
with Mary 
Savage 
 7-9pm 

3 
Broo klyn 
Women ’s  
Chorus 7-9pm 

4 
Comm unity Sing 
6:30pm 
Ta i Chi 7-9pm 
with JP Free for 
Members 

4            
 
7:30pm: Board 
Mee ting  

6 
 
GCH: 8-10pm  

7 
 

8          
 

11am: Mothe r’ s Day 
Colloquy   
 
10 am CSA 
1pm Youth Group  
 
4pm Momen ta  
         Music Conc ert 

9 
 
 

10 
 

Broo klyn 
Women ’s  
Chorus 7-9pm 

11 
 
Ta i Chi 7-9pm 
with JP Free for 
Members 
 

 

12 
 
Pla tform  
Mee ting, 7pm 
 
 

13 
 

GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-8pm  
Clergy Supp er 
 
 

14 
 
 
 

15         
 
10am CSA  
11am Pla tform  

 
 

1pm Youth Group  
 

 

16 
 
 

17 
 
Broo klyn 
Women ’s  
Chorus, 7-
9pm 
 
 

18 
 
Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 

19 
 
7-10pm  
Financ e  
Comm ittee ,  
 

20 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
6:30-10pm CSA 
Family Night Out 
 
7-9 L&E : In 
Mothe r’ s Kitc hen  
 

21 
 
10am: L&E 
In Mothe r’ s 
Kitc hen  

22           
 

10:30-1:30pm---CSA 
Tag Sa le 
11am Pla tform 
1pm Youth Group  
1-3pm Making Music 
While Crea ting Family 
Trad itions $10 
 3:30-6pm----Inter-
Sp iritua l Dia logue w /
Dr. Kurt Johnston 

23 
 
7:00-9PM---
NVC  
Prac tic e 
Group  
 

24 
 
Broo klyn 
Women ’s  
Chorus, 7-
9pm 

25 
 
Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 
GCH ClLOSED for  
Memoria l Day 
Wee ken d 

28 
 
BSEC C losed 
for AEU 
Conferen c e 
in Virg inia  

29         
 

NO PLATFORM 
NO CSA  
NO YES GROUP 
BSEC C losed for AEU 
Conferen c e in  
Virg inia  
 

 26 
 
Broo klyn 
Women ’s  
Chorus, 7-
9pm 

27          

 
 

Ta i Chi± with JP 
7-9pm ± Free for 
members 

28 29  GCH 8-10pm 30 

 

BSEC  MAY 2005  

  

 

Coreen Matthe w Ð  19 
Anne Klaeysen Ð       21 
Simba Yanga la Ð      23 

HAPPY   M AY 
BIRTHDAYS   

 
B r o o k l y n  S o c i e t y  f o r  E t h i c a l  C u l t u r e  •  5 3  P r o s p e c t  P a r k  W e s t  

&  2 n d  S t r e e t  ´  B r o o k l y n  ´  N Y  ´  1 1 2 1 5  ´  7 1 8 . 7 6 8 . 2 9 7 2  
b s e c O f f i c e @ a o l . c o m  ´  w w w . b s e c . o r g  

                              



            

C H I L D R E N ' S SU N D A Y  A SSE M B L Y  ± 
1 0 : 3 0 A M - 1 2 : 3 0 P M  

              Hello from Audrey Kindred , CSA Direc tor:  
 

We h ope you en joy the two poems tha t were c ollabora -
tively c rea ted through d isc ussion, and read by c hild ren a t 
the Intergene ra tiona l Spring Celebra tion on April 10.  We 
thank paren ts, frien ds and ne ighbors who were ab le to a t-
ten d this even t, and we h ope you en joyed it. 
 

Eye See the World and Dream of Peac e, by CSA©s younger 
c hild ren in d ia logue with leader Audrey Kindred and What I 
See  sec tion was written and read by the oldest c hild ren a t 
Ethic a l CSA, and the ir paren t/ men tor, Janic e Novet. 
 

Here a re some da tes to remember as we p repare for our  

Tag Sale and Fund Raising Event on May  22, 
10:30am -1pm  

 

Please drop off things for the Tag Sale at BSEC, from Sunday , 
May 15-throu gh Friday May 20  when there will be a Sorting 
Party a t our Third Friday Parents Night Out.  Con tac t Audrey 
at Ethic a lKin@hotma il.co m for more infor ma tion.      

                        PARENTS NIGHT OUT - 
 

While your chi ldren atte nd a party at BSEC.     
 

To o ff er an evening out for local parents, our  
Chi ldren's Sunday Assembly staff are avai lable  
to care for your chi ld in an artistic, caring  
environment at    reasonable prices.         

 

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY AT BSEC               
 

Every child is welco me. Ages 2-13 
$15 for one c hild , $25 for two  

 

M AY 20, 6:30-10pm 
 

Child ren 's ac tivities in this struc tured and supervised open 
spac e inc lude: games, stories, songs and  movemen t, a rt 
p rojec ts and ethic a l ac tion p rojec ts. Your c hild c an b ring  
a frien d .     Join  us  In  the  ne wly   ren ova ted   basemen t    
of The  Broo klyn   Soc iety   for  Ethic a l  Culture and mee t 
some of the c hild ren and adults in our c omm unity.  Contac t   
Audrey a t Ethic a lKin@hotma il.c om  or  RSVP a t 718-789-7958.  
Referen c es a re ava ilab le on request.     

                             Please invite your friends.          
 

ETHICAL HEALTH  CARE 
  

        CITIZEN / CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ON THE HEALTHCARE CRISIS     

    

HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD!!!  TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS!!!   
 

SATURDAY,  MAY 14TH 2005 - 9:00a.m.– 6:00 p.m.   
 

RIVRSIDE CHURCH AT 120TH STREET & RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NYC              
 

Guest Speaker: Cong. John Conyers (D-M I),     

Author of the United States National Health Insurance Act (HR 676) in Congress And many others.  
 

What is this hearing ab ou t? The NYC he aring is part of a na tiona l effort of more than 70 he arings c a lled by d istric t residen ts 
to d irec tly add ress the ir Congressiona l represen ta tives and p ropose solutions to the n a tiona l he a lth c a re c risis.  
 

Why should y ou testify? To speak up about how acc ess to he a lth c a re impac ts you and your c omm unity, and c onne c t 
with loc a l and na tiona l efforts to en sure the right to he a lth c a re for everyone without d isc rimina tion. 

 

To o ffer testimony and  get involved , c ontac t: Campa ign for a Nationa l Hea lth Program Now! 339 La fayette Stree t,  
New York , NY 10012  Phone :  212-475-8350,           ema il : info@c nhpnow.org 

THE ORIGINS OF M OTHER©S DAY                                           
AS  PROTEST 

        In 1870 author, abolitionist, peac e   
ac tivist and suffragette Julia Ward Howe 
a ttempted to get rec ognition for a na tiona l 
mothe r©s day holiday a lthough Mothe r©s Day was not  
offic ia lly made into a holiday until 1914.  It©s inten tion - a 
world wide p rotest of women aga inst the c ruelties of 
war.   
 

       This is an e xc erp t from a sta temen t aga inst war  
issued by a group of women peac emakers during World 
War One : 
 

       "Whoever may be the ene my, our sons a re b idd en 
to fight in the ne xt war.  We know the ir lives will be sac ri-
fic ed in va in.  War sett les nothing.  Every vic tory has 
within its womb the see ds of future war.  No c ountry is 
ever wholly in the right or wholly in the wrong.  In e very 
na tion the re a re goo d and bad . 
 

        You c annot punish the p ride of an Emperor by kill-
ing numbers of his peasants.  We are n ot willing to go 
through the long months of p regnanc y, and labor 
merely to p roduc e more c annon fodd er." 

 

PRE M OTHER' S DAY  CITY  HALL  RALL Y  
FRIDAY , M AY  6, 2005 , 2 PM  

M OTHERS IN PRISON  
 

This is the Annua l Friday before Mothe r's Day ra lly spo n-
sored by Justic e Works, an inter-fa ith organiza tion whose 
mission is to b ring a tten tion to the mothe rs serving long 
p rison sen tenc es for non-violen t d rug rela ted c rimes. This 
year Justic e Works is being joine d by a wide c oa lition de-
termine d to elimina te the d rac onian d rug laws.  
Some Fac ts:* (1) Of a ll d rug offen ders sen t to NYS prisons in 
1999, ne arly 80% were ne ver c onvic ted of a violen t felony; 
(2) Afric an-Americ ans and La tinos c omprise over 92% of 
the d rug offen ders in NYS prisons; and (3) Severa l stud ies 
have shown tha t t rea tmen t p rograms, on the whole, a re 
more succ essful in reduc ing levels of d rug abuse and 
c rime.           

    *Correc tion Assn. of NY, www .drop the roc k.org 



Ethically Speaking:  May 2005:    The newsletter of the Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture                                 

 
THE GOO D COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR  30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON 

BROOKLYN’S HOME FOR ACOUSTIC ROOTS MUSIC      
 

Shows start a t 8 PM ± ($10 at door, $6 for kids, *exce pt where no ted)               
  

 

May 6                  So, the re a re still peop le who think tha t authen tic b luegrass music c an't be 
made in New York City? Clearly, the y haven 't he ard Jam es Ream s & The Barnstormers (www .
jamesreams.c om). With c ritic a lly acc la imed a lbums, a touring sc he dule tha t runs from Ma ine to 
South Carolina to James's home sta te of Ken tuc ky to Wi sc onsin, and a growing dossier of 
magazine and ne wspaper a rtic les about the m, inc lud ing fea ture a rtic les in the ma jor b luegrass 
magazine s, this is b luegrass music the  way it should be p layed and the way you have to he ar it. 
The band will be p laying songs from the ir ne w CD, Troub led Times, and will have c op ies of tha t 
CD and the ir ne w DVD, whic h fea tures…The Goo d Coffeeh ouse Music Parlor (and othe r goo d 
stuff). 
 
May 13                Le Nozze d i Carlo, NYC's p remiere Ita lian roo ts band , invites you to c elebra te 
the release of its ne w CD, app ropria tely named Le Nozze d i Carlo, whic h c onta ins many favor-
ites from the band 's repertoire, from simp le folk songs like “ Bella Ciao” and “ Da isy” to the mini -
opera “ Vino” and c lassic s like “ Vola re” and “ Funic uli Funic ula .”  
 
May 20                The Love H andles a re a group of music ians with a mission: p resen ting g rea t 
c lassic roc k with a he avy dose of goo d times. 
 
Did y ou h ave a g oo d time at the Goo d Coffeehouse Music Parlor? We’re loo king for volun teer s 

to wor k one Friday night a m on th. Talk to one of the volun teers at the show, or c a ll 718-
788-2048 for more infor ma tion.  

 
 
 
 

Broo klyn Socie ty for  
Ethic a l Culture  
53 Prospec t Pa rk West & 2nd Stree t 
Broo klyn, NY  11215 
bsec Offic e@aol.c om 

 WE ' RE  ON  T H E  WE B  
WWW.B SE C.ORG 

 

Ethic a l Culture         

members join tgethe r  

in  Ethic a l   Soc ieties 

to  assist eac h othe r   

in develop ing  ethic a l 

ideas and idea ls and  

to work togethe r  to  

improve our world 

and  the world of  our 

c hild ren .  

 

 

 
 
ªAlways act t o el i ci t 
the best i n others and 
there by i n onesel f.º  
 

        
Fel i x Adler ,  Founder  

 


