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FROM THE LADER'S DEXK

* Aworldwide religion that bringsout the distinctive best in
people through experience of creating ethical community,
developing ethical identity, and strengthening the capacity
to actualize ethicalideals;

* Aworld in which each and every person’sworth isrealized
and appreciated, and in which relationship with one another
fostersgrowth in caring and justice for all;

* The vision of the e thical culture movementisto have our
belief in human dignity become the standard by which
social, cultural and political entitiesrefer to when asking

“ How shallwe live?”

* My vision for the e thical culture movement isthat it demon-
stratesa contemporary 21% century human-centered spiritual
presence in practice and form;

* Aworld in which people are treated fairly, compasdon-
ately and respectfully, both atthe interpersonal and the
ingtitutional level. Acommunity and world to which each
person isproud to belong;

* To create a world in which opp resson willbe mitigated, the
dignity of allincreasingly respected and people willengage
another with appreciation, caring, compasson, solidarity and
when app ropriate -Joy!

* My vison isthat we willspeak and act with one voice
embodying the kind of life we want for the whole world.

Aspart of our service to the larger ethical movement,
the twice annual three day Leadersmeetingsinclude
attention to the current state of EC meaning and message.
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2006-206 THEME —BSEC: BEGINNING OUR SECOND
CENTURY PUTTING ETHICSFIRST
DECEMBER PLATFORMS

Dece mb er 4 -- Putting Ehics First: “Lead ership Is Every-
one’s Challenge.” Exploring our own attitudestoward
leadership (with moral courage) that ethical people
need to develop. Lead er, Lisel Burns

Dece mb er 11th--Winter Festival: Intergene rational Cele-
bration with the Children©s Sunday Asembly. A celeba-
tion of Heartful Giving and Receiving. With special guet,
Laraa ji Nadananda, sharing with usthe gift of laughter.

Dece mb er 18th--"Holiday Collo quy" Theme: "Wonder"
Led by Constance Pigoza. A colloquy isa more medita-
tive Bhical Culture ceremony on a theme, with music,
sharing and reflection.

Dece mber 25 & January 1: Closed for Holidays

Platformsbegin at 11am each Sunday
and are free and open to the public.

We write papers, brochuresand vision statements, many of
which are on the www .AEU.org web site or the

www .ethicalmanifold.net leaders essay collections. Atthe
October 2005 National Leaders Council meetingsheld near
New York City, we had a great discusdon based upon short
vison statementsfor Ethical Culture that we wrote on index
cardsin barely ten minutes. Some of ouranswersto the
guestion, “What are the aimsof the e thical movement?”

are quoted above.

| postthese statementsnot because they are finished
products but because they are not. | also encourage you to
try the index card experiment, and create your own state-
ment of a world where the idealsof ethical culture have
become reality. In barely ten minutesof QUIET, core
elementsof my Bhical Culture hopesand life-work dreams
app eared on my little card. |1 wish the same foryou.

| also share them because atthe end of calendar (or other
tradition-based) years, almost universal custom see msto
include talk about how the past yearwent. But, | ask myself,
looking at my health, work life, income , multiple communi-
ties, with family and friendships, with ongoing projectsand
collaborationsincluded, according to what measure?
Without our own unique “photographs’ or visonsofideal
futureswe work and walk toward, where shallwe focus?
Where to seek insightsfor our life fulfilment and our

acc ountability to others?

Dr. Felix Adler spent yearsof hard mental and heart work try-
ing to map a life philosophy for people who were motivated
to lead the dedicated (in hislanguage, “consecrated”)
lives, but without age old metaphorsof theistic religion
setting the images, metaphorsand the pace.

Wellovera century later we are ill on that project, turning a
difficult cornerin history, in the chaosbetween old cultures
and the e volution of new compasdonate cultures, however
modern theirforms. We search forlanguage, activities,
ideas, and patternsof community interaction that nurture
our human spiritto reach beyond itself, to transcend the
mesy every day in a non theistic fashion.

Some insightsare in the statementsabove. On December 4,
at our monthly first Sunday Membership Reflection Platform
meeting, | would like reflect with you on the place that our
own leadership inthe daysand world to come hasin the
project of promoting an ethical society, in our movement
and also generically, in the culture at large. My title is
“Putting EthicsFrst: Leadership isEveryone’sChallenge”.
Istaking personal leadership a necessary condition foran
ethical life today? Why or why not? If so, what do we nee d
from each otherand from an ethical community so dedi-
cated? Iwelcome yourthoughts, and hope to see you there
on December 4.

Lisel Burns, Leader
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CELBRATION & COMMITMENTAT BE

The BSEEC mansion wasthe site of great celebration
\\: on Saturday November 12, 2005 asthe Society©s
Presdent, Melanie Richardson and the Vice Pres-

> dent, Anthony Severo were married by Ethical Cul-
ture Leader, LoisKellerman,. Loiswasthe leader of
'::3 BSEC from 1986-1998 and wasflown in specially from
\\°§~ California to perform the ceremony.

Tony and Melanie met at Bhical Culture Lay Leadership Summer Schoolin the
Snokey Mountainsof Highland, North Carolina in August 2002. Eventually
Melanie moved to Broo klyn from Texasand quickly became integrated into the
Broo klyn Society®@comm unity, becoming President in July 2004.

urrounded by family and friendsfrom all over the United Sates, Melanie and
Tony made theirvowsunder a beautiful arbor of Fall leaves. It wasa great event
and the BSEC Community joined in a wonderful feast and d anced to music
specially chosen by the bride and groom. Everyone looked gorgeous—the bride
in a long white gown with a train and the bridesmaidsin long rosy app le colored
dresescarrying such pretty bouquetswith sunflowers.

Family in attendance, Melanie©sMom and Dad, Marilyn and Jim Richardson,
Brother, John Paul, and Sster Susan - a bridesmaid - and her husband Mario
Garza and their little son, Antonio aged 22 monthswho showed everyone a
thing ortwo on the dance floor. Asdid Melanie©s children Kevin, a groo msman
and Casey Shlickeisen - Casey making a gorgeous
bridesmaid who dlipp ed into something more com-
fortable and twirled and spun to the music. Tony©s
children, Diana Severo-Waller, bridesmaid, Christo-
pher, Timothy and Lucashandsome groo msmen.
Tony made a touching g esture to hisparentswho
pased away many yearsago, by placing asre-
membrancesa cigaron one seat for hisfather, and
a sandwich on another for hismother. A greattime
washad by alland BSEC wishe sthe ne wly-wed
couple much happ iness

BEhically Speaking ispublished 10
timesa year by BSEC. Thismonth's
isaue includescontributionsby Lisel
Burns, Audrey Kindred, Constance
Pigozz, Rita Wilson, Tina Aridas,
Maureen Egginton, Nettie Paisley,
Diane Kirschner, Joel Cohen and Tony
Svero.

Send contributionsto Maureen at
brooklynethicalsociety@yahoo.com.

January Newsle tter Dead line
Dece mber 15
Unfortunately, space constraints
sometimesdictate whether a contri-
bution can be included.

SHARING AND CARING
Aswe approach the end of the year here are some reminders:

The Medicare part D or Prescription Plan - you who have Medicare PartsA & B
willbe bombarded with pleasto join a certain prescription plan - It is 0000
cheap etc. If you change to a new vendor for Part D they willbecome your
new administrator forparntsA & B! DO NOTSIGN ANYTHING!

National Do not callnumber: If you are stilbeing bombarded with all kinds of
salescalls- there isa National Do Not Call List. Call 1-888-382-1222.

Next Month | willgive you the namesand numbersof several attorneyswho
are close to BSEC and will help you with your wills, power of attorneys, medical
power of attorney and living wills. Roger Kaufman

GET WELLWISHES “Name That Basement
Competition: The General
Membership voted on the
name, "Cele bration Suite.”
The cake wasdonated by
Rozanne Gold and pre-
sented to LoisKellerman.
Also, a speedy recovery to Blanca Nebbia who Now let'srent out that
spent Thanksgiving week in the local hospital fortest- |space which is great for
ing aftera fallat home. She hasno broken bones kidsparties!

and the good newsisthe testscame out just fine. bsecRentals@aol.com

Love and best wishesto Charlie Horwitzwho spent
Thanksgiving week in the hospital recovering from
an infection. He willbe in physicalrehab treatment
fortwo weeksand expected home inearly Decem-
ber.
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Sunday, December 4, 2005
3:30 P.M.

BROOKLYN BAROQUE IN PARIS

CHAMBER CONCERT - FUND RAISER FOR BSEC

Play ed by : Andrew Bolotowsky, baroque flute,
David Bakamjian, baroque cello, Rebecc a
Pechefsky, harpsichord;with guest Gregory By-
num, recorder

Music by :FancoisCouperin, Hisabeth Jacquet
de la Guerre, JacquesHotteterre, Michel Cor-
rette, Joseph Bodin de Boismortier and Jean-
Baptiste Barriere

ugg ested Contribution: $10
CallConstance Pigozz,

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street

Broo klyn, NY 11238 — 718-768-2972

2 & 3to Grand Army Plaza, Fto 7th Avenue

www .bsec.org
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SAVETHEDATE- LUFE& ETHICS

Sunday, January 15, 2006
4-6pm
A salute to
MARTIN LUTHERKING, JR

Featuring
Sephanie Batesand Co.
(Classic Soul)

Followed by Dinner at 6pm
And an After Party at 7pm
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JOIN A COMM ITT EE — GETINVOLVED:
HAVE A VOICE

Board Meetings: Fird Thursday sat 7pm
Melanie Richardson + MembersWelcome.

Platform 2nd Thursday s—7pm
Constance Pigozz

Finance —3rd Wednesday s — 7pm
Tony Severo

Building and Groun ds---6:30. 4th
Thursday s Constance Pigoza

Memb ership — 2nd Sunday s after Platform
Melanie Richardson

Goo d Coffeehouse — Justin Sallard at
Darkfloyd7@speakeasy.net.

Ehic al Action + Lisel Burns
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CHILDREN’'S SUNDAY ASSHBIBLY -

Notes Fom Audrey Kindred, CSA Direc tor

Dear CSA Community.

We®©ve hada fun fall season with several new familiesvisiting our
program. The Wampanoag Festival brought many indeed.
Gathering in the spirit of forgivene ssand thanks-giving, we were
led through Native American traditionsand some favorite songs
of nature by ourvery dear Remi Gay and her app rentice Xena
Broo ks.

Looking Ahead: Ourwintercalendarproceedsas aich:

December4 -- CSA (10:30am-12:15)

December 11 -- Intergene rational Platform: Winter Fest (Children
meet at 10:30am, allgo to platform together at 11am) Bring
friendd!! Crafttable until 2pm to make thingsfor Dec. 17 Fair.
December 17, (Saturday) 11lam-4pm, Winter Craft Fair, hosted by
CSA. Please helppostthe en closed flyerin your neighborhoods.
December 18 -- CSA (10:30am-12:15)

December 25 + Winter Break and Happy New Year.
January 8 —Return to CSA

"A YEARIN THE LIFE OF A SUNDAY ScHooOL”

Looking back: In mid -November, many familiesand teachers
wentto Sony Point for the ReligiousEducation Conference -- a
nationwide gathering of ethical folksinvolved with "Sunday

S hooling."In attendance were our former CSA Director, Tracy
Jindyeh, attending with hertwo growing boys, Aliand Sami; and
Hona Boneham and family, and Janice Novet and family along
with teachersSmba Yangala and Gabriella BelFglio car-pooling
with families.

The Boneh am-Broo ksfamily reflected upon their experiences,
sharing the following remarks: lolanthe: @l felt the e xcitement
rushing through me the minute I got into Janice©scar and they
helped more excitement come through my body. It wasa good
way to start the weekend. | loved meeting new people and see-
ing the oneslmet last yearagain. The children worked together
really wellasa group. It was © much fun to be out in the beauti-
ful fallweatherand being free of the big city.°

Xena: #Aspretty asthe Fallisin Broo klyn, nothing beatsplaying in
the leavesat Sony Point.° Hona (mom): @The vistasfrom the co n-
ference center are exquiste and the grounds themselves are
quite lovely. The food was good and there were plenty of
choices. Having so many other ethical families

housed in the same building made it feel like a

big deep-over party. | really enjoyed not having

to watch over the children constantly as there

wasalways ©omething and someone interesting

for them. Thisyear©s RE conference, "A Year in

the Life of a Sunday School" was full of helpful

sugg estions, practical tools and lists of cheap

resources. The real morale boot, though, came from the e xcel-
lent fellowship and the concrete reminder that "we are not
alone"in our pursuit of ethical community.°
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Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture
Saturday, Decamber 17, 2005

11AM to 4PM

FREE ADMISSON

4/

We have transformed our beautiful landmark mansion into a gdlery
of original artsand craftsincluding:

*JEWELRY * POTTERY * ART PRINTS* TOYS*
CLOTHING * DECORATIONS* STATIONERY * MIRRORS* CANDLE HOLDERS
* PAPER ART * STAINED GLASS* PICTURE FRAMES*
* GLOBAL DISASTER FUNDRAISING ART * LOCAL TO GLOBAL
FAIR TRADE CRAFTS*

Child care avail able by donation for easy shopping!

Win araffle and enjoy refreshments
Have a cup of coffeeor tea on the housel

Call 7187682972
53 Prosped Park West at 2" St., Park Slope - www.bsecorg

STH

F Train to Ave, 2 o 3To Grand Army Plaza



Fan Rabinowitz--9
Melanie Richardson
Severo--17

Jose Radosta--17
SamiJindyeh--18
Celeste Leibowitz--26

Joan Donnen Klips-27

Hafizur Kahn--29

HAPPY NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
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BSEC December 2005

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fi Sat
1 2 3
7pm: Board GCH: 8-10pm 7:45-
Meeting 9:45am...Tai
Chiw/Sy
Tepper
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Soryteli Broo kiyn Tai Chi 7-9 7pm: Platf NO SESSII
1lam: Platform wi ary Chorus7- Wi ee for eeting  Tepp
Savage 9pm Members
4pm Fund Raiser 7-10pm 7-9pm
Baroque in Paris Community Sng
Chamber Music $10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
- 7:45-
10:30am CA - Broo klyn 6:30 + Buildings GCH: 8-10pm ) .
. 9:45am... Tai
1lam Platform Women's & GroundsMtng Chiw/sy
12:30 Membership Chorus, 7- Tepp er
Meeting 9pm Tai Chix with JP
7-9pm * Free for 1lam +4pm
members WINTER
CRAFTS FAIR
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
7pm Hnance
10:30am CSA Broo kIer Committee NO GCH — 7:45- _
11am Platform Women's . o 9.45am....Ta|
Chorus, 7- Tai Chix with JP Chiw/Sy
9pm 7-9pm £ FHee for Tepper
12:30 Membership members
Meeting with
Melanie Richardson
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
CLOSED FOR Kwanza Kwanza Kwanza Cele- | BUILDING BUILDING NO TAI CHI
HOLIDAYS Celebra- Celebra- | brations*See | CLOSEDFOR CLOSED FOR
; : REPAIR REPAIR
tions+ See | tions+See | Newsletter
Newsdetter | Newsdetter




WINTER CRAFTS FAIR - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2005
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The BSEC Mansion isturned into a warm bazaar with intrigu-
ing goodiesto buy foryour favorite people and enjoy some
great refreshmentsalso available. You can also supp ort our
wonderful Sunday School.

The Crafts Fairisputtogether by Volunteers, usually by the
wonderful Sallard family who are Senior Advisorsthisyear
butthe 2005 Fairwillbe hosted largely by our wonderful
unday Schoolwho willbe the bene factorsof thisevent
which functionsasa fund raiser. They could use some e xtra
hands o anyone wishing to volunteerto help the CSA Team
with thisyear©s Crafts Fair, please getin touch with Audrey at
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Ethicalkin@hotmail.com or callherat (718)789-7958 §
There are severalwaysto help £ in advance by copy- ¥
ing the en closed flyer and posting it around where you ¥
work and live, donating raffle prizesor contribute
baked goods. Help onthe 2day of® to setup the
space, staff BSEC/CSA tablesand food tables, greet
people in front of BSEC, lead outdoor holiday song
circlesin the Peace Garden, supervise children on the
playground, clean up, etc. -- and of course, SHOPand
tellyour friendsto shop! Any volunteerswillbe greatly
appreciated and specially thanked by CSA.
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The BSEC Life and EthicsTeam createsworkshops, clases
and cultural eventsintended to stimulate and inspire ethical
living. We welcome people who have a workshop or
culturalevent in mind to speak to usand explore waysthat
yourideasand giftscan become part of our Life & Ethics
programming. Most eventscharge a fee;fees are used to
offset expenses, including a facilitator of the sesson, pro-
ducerorperformer, asthe case may be.

Kwanzaa wascreated by Dr. Maulana Karenga a sa multi-
day celebration atthe December holiday time. Kwanzaa is
based on the Nguzo Saba (seven guiding principles), asa
cultural celebration of Afro-centric valuesin which people
of any religiousor secularworld view can participate. Peo-
ple of allbackgroundsare invited to join usata seriesdedi-
cated to the self empowerment of people, with attention
firstto people in the Black Comm unitiesin Broo klyn taking a
leadership role.

Each evening a film orpanelbeginsthe discusdon and eve-
ryone participates.

See below for details: All even ts are FREE.

UMOJA = UNITY
KUCHICHAGULIA + SELADETERMINATION

Ourtheme isEducation in honor of Unity and Self Determina-
tion. Children are our most preciousresource. Bringing
back the Village will unite the community and help our chil-
dren realize self determination.

5:30-7:00 pm = Sotlight on Recovery Him Festival with Q&A
Featuring the dynamic movie 2Blac kboard Jungle®

7:00-7:30 pm = The Black New Yorkersfor Educational Excel-
lence (BYNEB with Q&A

7:30-8:00 pm = Baruti Kafele, author of Black ParentsHand-
book for Educating Your Child

8:00-8:30 pm = April Siver, (Founder and President of AKILA
WORKSONGS) presentsa talk on the role of art and culture
in shaping a movement.

WINTER LIFE AND ETHICS SSRIESAT THE BSEC

Kwanzaa

KWANZAA + DECEMBER 26-28, 2005 ATBSEC

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2005

TUEDAY, DECBVIBER 27, 2005
UJIMA = COLLEETIVEWORK& RESPONSBILITY

5:30-7:00 pm - $otlight on Recovery Him Festival with
Q&A Featuring the consciousne ssraising movie 2Crash®

7:00-8:30 pm +Empowerment Forum with Q&A
Discusson on Reconstruction: learn what ishapp ening in
Broo klyn; participate in this ©lution oriented athink tank®
on working collectively and asauming individualized re-
sponsibility.

Moderator: Nettie Paidey, Southern Comfortsand ,BSEC
Life & EhicsCommittee co-chair

Panelists:

Councilwoman Letitia Jam es (District 35)

Oma Hollow ay, Director, Family Dynamics(non profit so-
cial services agency)

Robin Graham, Editor, potlight on Recovery (Giving a
Voice to the Therapeutic Community)

Mo Beasley, Poet (Love Sorm Entertainment)

Bisi Iderabd ullah Executive Director IMANI HOUSE, Inc.
New York/Liberia West Africa (Human and Comm unity
Development Organization)

WEDNEDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2005

UJAMAA + COOPERATIVE EEONOMICS
KUUMBA + CREATIVITY

NIA + PURPOSE

IMANI £ FAITH

6:00-8:00 pm Econo mic Develo pment

AKILA WORKSONGSIn collaboration with The Corcoran
Group (Brooklyn Heights Office) presentsan open forum
and Q&A on real estate as entreprene urial work;

8:00-9:30 pm Cele bration:

Enjoy the beauty and peace aswe honor our Ancestors.
Sirituality Sesdon designed to de-stressthe mind, body
and Spirit, led by Nettie Paidey. Ancestral proceedings
with the Harris Family (African American and Yoruba
practices).

Wonderful and reasonable gourmet feast available for
purchase on December 28, 2005
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THEGOO D COFFEEHOUSEMUSIC PARLOR 31STANNIVERSARY SEASON
BROOKLYN'S HOME FCRAC OUSIIC ROO TSMUSK

Shows start at 8 PM + ($10 at door, $6 for kids, *exce pt where no ted) a

Dec 2 Next Trad ition + Jill Stevenson Ken Schatz and Alison Kelley are The Nex

Tradition (www .nextrad.net) + traditional music in motion. Two voices. Deep roots. Danger-
ousHarmonies. Goose-bump images. Driving rhythmsand roaring choruses. With special
guest Snithsonian Recordsrecording artist Fank Woerner. Fom infectious hit songs, to po-
etic ballads. Jill Sevenson (www .jillstevenson.com) hasher own style, a funky, upb eat blast
of whipp ed-sugar melodiesand dlinky rhythms. Her music is full of soul, strength and momen-
tum. These are songsthat you can sing along and relate to.

Dec 9* Paul Gere mia - bluesguitar master Traveling Troubadour Series (adults $15, kids

$6) Paul Geremia (www .fishhe ads.net/geremia) hailsfrom Rhode Isand, but for the past 38
yearshe hasbeen on the road full-time, thriling audienceswith hisvituoso acoustic blues

guitar playing and pasdonate singing. He isequally impressve on six- and twelve-string g ui-
tarand isone of the world'sgreat rack harmonica players. Come see why he'sbeen called
a @national treasure.®

Dec 16 Third Friday with the Park Slope Food Coop - Sooken Word Night With Corie Feiner,
Angela Lockhart, Akua, Profesr Louie and Fast Edd ie

Dec 23 CLOSBED

Dec 30 CLOSHD 2006

Members + Please c all the office if you'd like to co nsider volunteering.

WE’'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.BSEC.ORG

Ethical Culture
membersjoin
together in Ehical
Societiesto asdst
each other in
developing ethical
ideasand idealsand
to work together to
improve our world
and the world of
our children.

“Always actt o elicit
the best in others and
thereby in oneself.”

Felix Adler, Founder

Broo klyn Socie ty for

Ehic al Culture

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Sreet
Broo klyn, NY 11215
bsecOffice@aol.com




