ETHICALLY SPEAKING

Volume 100 Isue 5 JANUA RY 2006

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture « 53 Prospect Park West
& 2nd Street ~ Brooklyn ~ NY ~ 11215 °~ 718.768.2972
bsecOffice@aol.com ~ www .bsec.org

FROM THE LEADER’'SDESK
Ethic al Move ment, PRINCIPLES OF NION, 1912

Satement from A Conce pt Map of Ethic al Culture, available
asa Pamphlet from the BSEC office (at no charge) or online
at www .aeu.org. ...An English "Union of Ethical Societies"
Affiliated with the American Ethical Union. www .aeu.org. had been formed in 1896 and over itsname the volume,
The Ethical Move ment: Its Principles and Aimswaspublished

@ The Brooklyn Society for Bhical Culture is—
A humanist religious organization dedicated
to improving the ehical qudity of relationshipsin
persond lives andin the world.

2006-2006 THEME —BSEC: BEGINNING OUR SECOND in 1911 and revised in 1912.
CENTURY PUTTING ETHICSFIRST It wasco-authored by Horace Bridges (later of Chicago),
JANUARY PLATFORMS Santon Coit, George O'Dell (who served asnational "office"
forthe American Ethical Union for 30 yearsbut wasnever to
become a Leader), and Harry Shell (who became a Labour

January 1: Closed for Holidays

January 8 -- “Putting Ethics First: Eght Comm itments of M.P. in Britain and President of the British Ethical Union).
Ethical Culture” What doesyour faith (or lack of it) require Bridges ®rved aseditor.

of you? We'lltake a participatory look at eight basic princi-

plesof the e thical movement, updated by LoisKellerman in The Principles of Union and their exposition are worth loo king
1998. With Lead er, Lisel Burns. atto indicate the international flavor of the Ethical Move-

ment and the common currency of conceptsthat gave life
to it. It isinteresting to note thatthey considered The Positivist
Society that wasthe brain-child of Auguste Comte asthe
closest kindred movementto the Ehical Society (though
they noted the differences), and thatthey felt the demo-
cratic spirit of the Ethical Movement reflected the trend of

January 15-- Martin Luther King Legacy Program : Civil
Rights Feq; Come allagesto celebrate the life of Dr. King
and the civilrightsmovementthat changed the world.
1:30pm film screening: 4pm Concert: Soul Music with
Sephanie Bates. $15 and an after party. (See flyerinside.)

January 22—"To Be Or Not To Be:” wi th Donna Roberts. the time, including the scientific inspiration of the age, and
Personal reflectionson herjourney of three yearswith the also the e xample of trade unionism and the agitation for the
Humanist Institute. The Humanist Institute iscommitted to emancipation of women. The nine Princi ples and a sum-
leadership education. Humanist leadership isdefined plu- ma ry of their co mm entary on them read a s follows :
ralitically and inclusively. Thus, the Ingtitute includescom-

munity/congregation/chapter-based leadership, regional NINE COMMITMENTSOF EHICAL CULTURE, 1912

and national organizational leadership, specialized leader-
ship rolesas pokespersons, educators, and counselors, as
well asleadership within the various srving professons.

[] In allthe relations of life the moral factor should be the
supreme consderation. No other movement of thought has
ever made ethicscentral to itsphilosophy. Thisisthe focal

Januz_;lry 29 — “Putting !Ethics_F_irst: "Acting to EIi_citthe Best: point of vison and standsopp osed to biological determin-
Identifying Tools for Ethic al Living (Part I) With Diane ism, individualistic hedonism, and any art or ritual for its
Kirschner. What doesit mean to actto elicitthe best? own sake.

What personalritualsand activitieshelp you live ethically?
Are there situationsthat leave you searching foran
“ethical”’ response? What can we do to strengthen our
own and supp ort each othersability to live our values?
Member Diane Kirschnerwill lead a discusdon that draws
on participants experiencesand considerationsof these
guestions, identifiestoolsand resources, and revealsisaies
that require furtherinquiry.

[2] Love of goodnessand of one®©sfellowsare the true
motivesfor right conduct; self-reliance and cooperation
the true sourcesof help. Supernatural sanctionsare unnec-
esary and supernatural help isexplicable in termsof ac-
cessto psychological ene rgies, not an outside source. "A
movement doesnot become distinctively ethical, and
therefore doesnot deserve to be so desighated, unlessthe
sanctionsto character which are app ealed to are purely

February 5: "Circles of Ho pe 2005-Investing in Mutual humanistic and naturalisic"

Cooperation and Encourag ement Strategies For Lasting

and Meaningful Change." Snallgroupsproviding opportu- | [3] Knowledge of the right hasbeen e volving. We start with
nitiesfor social, learning and economic exchangescan the moralobligationsalready reached and advocate a
recreate the e thical cultureswe nee d to live in the world progressve ideal. No other religiousgroup acknowledges
with open minds, heartsand hands. that righteousnessisearth-born and subjectto develop-

ment asthe human will strivesfor self-fulfillment. Thisisbasic
to the Ethical Movement. We build on the past (unlike the
anarchist innovator) but move beyond the past (upheld by
the traditionalist).

Platformsbegin at 11am each Sunday
and are free and open to the public.
CHILDREN'S SINDAY ASSBBLY 10:30-12:30
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BEhically Speaking ispublished 10
timesa yearby BSEC. Thismonth's

isaie includescontributionsby Lisel Burns,
Audrey Kindred, Constance Pigozz, Rita
Wilson, Tina Aridas, Mauree n Egginton,
Nettie Paisey, Donna Roberts.

Send contributionsto Maureen at
broo klynethicalsociety@yahoo.com.

February Newsle tter Dead line
January 15

Unfortunately, space constraints ©me-
timesdictate whethera contribution can
be included.

Cont'd from Font Page......

[4] The individual considersthe convictionsof othersbut findsfinal authority on
any opinion oraction in hisorherown conscience and reasoned judgment.
Authority hasitsplace only in service to freedom and may be opp osed in the
name of freedom, but freedom of conscience can only be counted on to ad-
vance ethical behavior when e thicalignorance hasbeen overcome by ethical
education to secure a "reasoned judgment.”

[5] The wellbeing of society requireseconomic and other conditionsthat af-
ford the largest scope for moraldevelopment of allitsmembers. Social conditions
may thwart moral growth. Bhical religion isconcerned with the whole life of the
person and nee dsto add ressthe social order. We have had "enough of a religion
which operatesonly on Sundays, and hasno guidance forthe sxdaysof con-
structive toil by which the world iskept going." And, further, "ethical religion ison
the side of the outcast poorin theirclaim for conditionsin which the moral life
can breathe and live."

[6] The scientific method should be applied in studying the factsof the moral
life. Though tillrudimentary, a science of ethicsisurged that we may understand
moralidealsas"actualities," as'"facts,"that have a universal validity. We cannot
yet give a "fully filled-in map of life," but we are active investigators.

[71  Te moral life involvesneitheracc eptance nor rejection of belief in any
deity, personal orimpersonal, orin a life afterdeath. The concept of the good life
findsitsorigin in the nature of humansas scial and rational beings. The

primal, survival instinctsand the powersof the human mind, ill largely not opened
up, are the "resourcesto which humanistic religion may app eal."

We nee d neither supernaturalism, spiritualism, or an afterlife to empower us.

[8] The acc eptance of any one ultimate criterion of right should not be made
a condition of ethical fellbwship. Thisisthe principle of Ethical Catholicity. It
recognizesthatthere are principlesof right action, forwe are not relativistic, but
that no one e thicaltheory can command our allegiance or require our submis-
sion.

[9] Ethical Fellowshipsare the powerful meansof encouraging the knowledge
and love of right principlesof conduct and of giving the strength of characternec-
essary to realize them in action. We do not believe that moral senshility can grow
in isolation. Reading bookscannot do it. "Ehical fellowship isessential to the full
development of moral personality.” Such fellowship introducesusto a wider vari-
ety of persons; in it each person deservesrespect; the weak are helped by the
strong; the spoken word vivifiesthe soul, and the group-spirit enlargesindividual
selfhood. "It isthe duty of an ethical fellowship to be a powerhouse, gene rating
currentsof ene rgy which stimulate the intelligence, the idealism, and the will-to-
service of allwho belong to it."

(Go to pag e 3 to co mp are this original with the upda ted version by Lois Kellerman.)

PROGRAMSFROM THE LEADER'S OFFICE

Monthly small groupsthis £mester offered through the Leader©s Office including:

§ CouplesDiscussons: "Holiday Vistsand Family Gatherings" starting January 8
(Registration and commitment required)

§ Art making - Third Sundays (informal - no registration required)

§ '"Bverday Ethics'An on line course with Arthur Dobrin via Barnes & Noble©sweb
site beginning January 8

§ Courage to Lead, by Brian Sanfield - intensive boo k discusson on vocation,
leadership and community building (Registration & commitment required)

§ Growing Old Together"- Frst Wednesdays, 1pm: practical self help discusson
& journaling. (Informal - no registration required)

Contactthe Leader©s Office at 7832298 or liselburns@earthlink.net.
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Cont'd...from page 2

EIGHT COMMITMENTS OF ETHICAL CULTURE
PRINCIPLES OF ETHICAL CULTURE UPDATED BY LEADER, LOISKELLERMAN, 1998, FROM THE 1912 VERSION

|. EHICS IS CENTRAL

The most central humane isaue in our livesinvolvescreating a more humane en vironment.

II. EMHICS BEGINS WITH CHOICE

Creating a more humane en vironment beginsby affirming the nee d to make significant choices.
IIl. WE CHOOSETO TREATEACH OTHER AS ENDS, NOT MERELY MEANS.

We choose to treat each otherasunique individualshaving intrinsic worth.
IV. WE SEEKTO ACTWITH INTESRITY.

Treating one anotherasendsrequiresthat we learn to act with integrity. Thisincludeskee ping commitmentsand
being more open, honest, caring and responsive.

V. WE ARE COMMITTPE TO EDUCATEOURSHVES

Personal progressispossble, both in wisdom and social life. Learning how to build ethical relationshipsand culti-
vate a humane community isa life-long endeavor.

VI. SE.FREALECTION AND OUR SOCIAL NATURE REQUIRE US TO SHAPE A MORE HUMANE WORLD.

Soiritual life isrooted in self-reflection, but can only come to full flowerin community. People are social, nee ding
both primary relationshipsand larger supp ortive groupsto become fully human, reaching beyond ourselvesto de-
crease suffering and increase creativity in the world.

VIl. DEMOCRATIC PROCESSIS ESSETIAL TO OUR TASK.

Democratic processises®ntialto a humane socialorderbecause it respectsthe worth of personsand elicitsand
allowsa greaterexpresson of human capacities. Democratic processalso impliesa commitmentto shared re-
sponsbility and authority.

VIII. LIFE ITSEF INSPIRES"RELIGIOUS' RESPONSE

While awarene ssof death intensfiesthe human quest for meaning and lendsperspective to our achievements,
the primary factorsmotivating human religiousresponse are the mystery of life itself, the nee d to feel conne cted
to the universe, and the desre forcelebration and joy.
LoisKellerman, 1998
Please go to pag es 1 & 2 for the original 9 principles
of Ethic al Culture written in 1912.
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Broo klynethicalsociety@yahoo.com —
poetry, prose, historical articles, quotes, interviews,
sugg estions January 29, 1:15pm
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HELLO FFOM CHILDREN'S SUNDAY ASSEVBLY -
Notes Fom Audrey Kindred, CSA Direc tor

Audrey Kindred Looking back and looking forward.
Goodbye 2005, hello 2006!

Decemberhasbeen delightful at CSA. Ourjourney-
ing-elder-studentshad a specialdinner/dialogue
with Martha Gallahue (to whom we send much
thanks) and Lisel Burns, to explore the diversty of
religionsin the world and to discusshow Ethical
Culture fitsinto that framework of "religion." Mean-
while, our whole crew hasbeen singing about,
crafting about, and talking about the diversified
holiday season, -- with the very great quest in mind
of how to app ly "ethical principles'to thisbustling
and gift-giving season. CSA hosted the BSEC winter
craftsfairasa fund raiser, and we also raised $265
for Pakistani earthquake victimswith an art sales
table.

The young children kept bringing up the name
Santa -- and lasked who that might be -- they reas
sured me with absolute confidence "you knew him
when you were a child." Zoe and hermom, Alice,
taught usthat Santa Clausisa characterthat
comesfrom a real person who lived long ago -- an
ethical hero some people called a Sint. Thisman,
S. Nicolasfrom Bari, Italy, knew how important it
wasto make sure ALLchildren, not justthose who
have money to buy things, receive gifts-- so in se-
cret, he delivered giftsto underserved children --
acting asan ethical hero for the fairnessof gene r-
osity. Say &. Nicolasoverand over, it becomes, in-
deed San-ta-(ni)Claus. We thought of actionswe
coulddo to be generouslike &. Nic.

Holidaysof Solstice, Hanukkah, 3-Kings, Kwanzaa a |l
found shared expresdon at our Winter Festival, es
pecially through our ever-developing song: Thislittle
Light of Mine. Allow me to extend special thanksto
those at BSEC who helped with winter festival pro-
duction: Constance, Rita, Lisel and indeed allwho
participated and offered foodsand craftsto share.
Janice Novet read a story of Mother Winter from
Sarhawk©s"Circle Round" (a book she and I both
recommend, by the way); and herboys, Kevin and
Jamesgene roudly shared a gingerbread house
they©d made, asMother Winter©oshome. Xena and
lo theatrically pantomimed the story throughoutthe
teling and did a wonderful job. Then we met a
new Ehical friend and special festival guest:
Laraaji Nadananda, who wore allorange because
he isa "Svami" -- a yoga master. He cultivated
within usthe greatest gift we can give toourselves
and by extension, can share and inspire with those
around us: "ourlaughter." Then while many chil-
dren decorated gingerbread people, some adults
chose to deepen theirlaughter experience in the
library.

Familieswere (and tillare) invited to share information about
"causes'thatthey puttheir effortsand supp ortive resourcesto-
ward --to create an exchange of Ethical effortd knowledge
baseg/ giving opp ortunities.

Lisel Burns, our BSEC leader, offered a giftto all CSA students: a
deep overat her house with up to sx people at a time. | mention it
asa reminderto allto talk about it and schedule it with her, now.

Looking ahead:
January 8th-- CSA welcome back
January 15th -- MLK/CSA Civil Rights Celebration Platform &
Lunch With The Bunch £ hosted by CSA -
January 22 --- CSA-
January 29-- CSA

Perhaps ®me have metthe ne westteacheron our CSA saff:
Gabriella Belfiglio. Please welcome herand getto know her.
Some thingslcan tellyou about herare: she©sa writer/poete-
cently returned to NYC, after graduate studiesin D.C. She sellsfish
atthe local market on Saturdays (have anyone of you seen her
there?) She does sIf-defense karate training, and teachesthisto
children, atthe Broo klyn Women©s Martial Arts. She isltalian Amer
can by heritage, speaksltalian and valuesthe traditionsof her an-
cient culture: like cooking "the seven fish" on Chrissmaseve.

Aswe entera new year, and the weather offersus ©ome bitter
days, let me speak asa Mainer (something Lisel and | have in
common) and advise: Wear Layers. Layersand Layers. And d on©t
underestimate the value of movement and innerenergy work to
cultivating your personal warmth.

Happ iest new yearto all.

YOGA CLASSESNITH AUDREY

I am trying to set up some yoga clas®sat
BSEC forthe upcoming season. IFthis
DOESinterest you (and beginnersare ab-
solutely encouraged), please e mail me
with regular timesthat are best and times
that are not available foryou at all. 1©lldo
my bestto work well with thisinformation.
Write to me at ethicalkin@hotmail.com.

Audrey Kindred

ETHICAL ACTION COMMITTEE MEETING

Contact Nancy Richardson to find out about the ne xt
Ethical Action Meeting dated for Jan 22 at 1pm:
nancyrye @earthlink.net

HAPPY JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

Rozeanne Gold —1
DennisSallard +4
Edmund Francis-12
Cameron Bossert £13
Andrew Newman * 20
Noah Heacox =23
Bruce Leibowitz + 31

ZXY)




ETHICAL CULTURE QUOTED IN OPRAH’'S MAGAZINE
Marc A. Bernstein, Archivist

The Novemberisaie of “O?, Oprah Winfrey's magazne, featuresa substantial quotation from the writingsof Algernon D.

Black, the former Leader of the New York Society.

The editorsof “O” wanted a selection for "Live Your Best Life,"a page devoted to a single inspiring passage. Suzie Fazer,
membership director of the New York Society, referred the e ditorsto the archives, where archivist Marc Bernstein

suggested a number of itemsto consider.

They chose wordsAlgernon Black first used at an Ethical Culture meeting during the McCarthy era:

Thisisa callto the living,

To those who refuse to make peace with evil,
With the suffering and waste of the world.
Thisisa callto the human,

Not the perfect,

To those who know their own prejudices,

Who have no intention

Of becoming prisonersof their own limitations.

Thisisa call those who rememberthe dreamsof theiryouth,
Who know w hat it meansto share food and shelter,

The care of children and those who are troubled,

To reach beyond the barriersof the past

"THE ART OF GIVING"

We give of ourselveswhen
we give giftsof the he art:
love, kindness joy, understanding,
sympathy, tolerance, forgivene ss
We give of ourselveswhen
we give giftsof the mind:
ideas, dreams, purposes, ideals,
principles, plans, inventions, projects, poetry.

We give of ourselveswhen
we give giftsof the spirit:
prayer, vison, beauty, aspiration,
peace, faith.
We give of ourselveswhen
we give the gift of words:
encouragement, inspiration, guidance.

Emerson said it well:
"Ringsand jewelsare not gifts,
but apologiesfor gifts.
The only true gift isa portion of thyself.”

--Wilfred A. Peterson
Contributed by Lisel Burns, with thanksto Kate Lovelady

ART TRJTH & POLMCS

Excerpt from Harold Pinter's Nobel Prize
acc eptance speech, December 8, 2005

“In 1958 | wrote the following: ©There are no hard d istinctions
between whatisrealand what isunreal, nor between what
istrue and what isfalse. A thing isnot necessarily either true
orfalse;it can be both true and false.© | believe thatthese
asertions gillmake sense and do tillapp ly to the e xplora-
tion of reality through art. So asa writer | stand by them but
asa citizen I cannot. Asa citizen | must ask: What istrue?
What isfalse?”

Bringing men into comm union.

Thisisa call

To the ne ver-ending spirit

Of the common man,
Hisesentialdecency,

Hisintegrity beyond alleducation and wealth,
Hisunending capacity to sufferand endure,
To face death and d estruction

And to rise again

And build from the ruinsof hislife

Thisisthe greatest call of all

The callto a faith in people.

CHEBRATING THELEGACY OF
DR MARTN LUTHERKING JR

JANUARY 15 at BSEC

1lam-4 pm - CSA Intergene rational Platform & Open
House.

12:30 Lunch With The Bunch and ongoing open-house
activitiesfree and open to the public with

Art Making Tablesand Civil RightsMovement-based
filmsincluding excerptsfrom the PBSseries "Eyes On
The Prize."

4-6pm * The celebrationscontinue with a Soul Music
Concer t with Stehanie Bates $15 (includesdance)

6pm + Pre-party supp er (inclusive wi th Concer t Tickets)

7pmda nce *(dance only is$10) See en closed flyer for
detalils.

Dr. Martin L. King:
HisLEGACY

He offered uslove and hatred killed him.
He offered uspeace and war engulfed us.
He offered usbrotherhood

and racistsmocked his griving.
Hisprayerswere scattered petals.

Yet he liveson, indestructible.

"'have a dream," he said: Freedom!
Articulating dreamsof millions.

And we will follow in the path he blazed.

by Marshall F. Dubin

A
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RRNNNRNRRNRNNNRRRRNNNRRRNNNENRNERNRNNNERRNNNRRNNNRRNNER7E383838338373477

TheLife& EthicsCommi it ee of the

&

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture
PresentsA Grand Salute To

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Featuring

Stephanie Bates and Co.
(Classic Soul)

Sunday, January 15, 2006
4.0 p.m. £6:00 p.m.
Concert Admission: $15.00

After Party --7:00 p.m.
Admission: $10.00 (Free for Classic Soul
ticket holders)

Join usfor dinner before th e Party
(fabulous gourmet dishessold)

Ticket Info:

] ] Lisel: liselburns@earthlink.net 718.783.2298

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture Net ie: southcomforts@aol.com 718.455 . 4444
53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street Stephanie: t458 day@aol.com 718.467 . 78%6

Brooklyn, NY 10015

e, ‘ ll;l\ V
AP 2 & 3to Grand Army Plaza www.bsec.o rg
=—— IFto 7" Avenue& 9" <.
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WWW.BSEC.ORG

(X) BSEC January 2006

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fi Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
> Sorytelling Broo klyn 7-9pm )
E @ with Mary Women's Community Sing | 7Pm: Board NO GCH: 7:45-
Savage Chorus 7- Meeting 9:45am....Tai
7-10 pm 9pm Chiw/Sy
Tepper
HAPPY NEW YEAR
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Broo klyn i .
10:30 CSA Women's K/Ipm.t_PIatform NO GCH: ;f‘é
11lam: Platform Chorus 7- eeting oam ..
9pm Tai Chiw/Sy
1:30pm.: Dialogue Tepper
Project
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
M. L.K. 745
llam CSA Hosts MLKHoliday | Brooklyn 7pm Fnance GCH: 8-10pm g-45am... Tai
Intergene rational Observed Women's Committee PR
Chiw/Sy
Platform & Lunch Chorus, 7- Teop er
Celebrating MLK 9pm PP
1pm : Documentary
4pm Sephanie
Bates Soul Concert
$15 — 7pm After
Party $10
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:30am CSA Broo kIer 6:30 £ Buildings ******f********** 7545- _
11am Platform Women's & Grounds SCHh 8-f10pm - 9.45am....Ta|
1pm Ethical Action Chorus, Mtng Night of Mag ic Chiw/Sy
Mee ting 7-9pm $15 Tepp er
29 30 31
Broo klyn
10:30am: CSA Women's
1lam Platform Chorus,

7-9pm




Ehically Speaking: January2006: The newsletter of The Brooklyn Societyfor Bhical Qulture

THEGOO D COFFEEHOUSEMUSIC PARLOR 31STANNIVERSARY SEASON
BROOKLYN'S HOME FORAC OUSTIC ROOTSMUSC

Shows start at 8 PM + ($10 at door, $6 for kids, *exce pt where no ted)

Jan 6 CLOSB 0

Jan 13 CLOSBD

Jan 20 Third Friday with the Park Slope Food Coop
Barry Bryson with Swing Street with Marje Wag ner on vocals. Sving band.
Dance instruction by Liz Peterson.

Jan 27 Night of Mag ic*

(All tickets $15, gener al adm ission; see no te below )

The 5th Annual Good Coffeehouse Night of Magic isproduced again this
year by Broo klyn magic maven Richard Seven Cohn and hosted by Richard and hiswife
Alexandra Baltarzuk asThe Magical Melodions. The Night of Magic will feature an astound-
ing cast of stellar sorcerersincluding the classc, award-winning wizardry of Torkova; dean
of American magiciansMagicomedian Geor ge Schindler; the bizarre yet lovable British
card cheat, con man and conjurer, Simon Lovell ; sensational risng star of magic Danny
Alan; and the astonishing Jon Stetson. The Night of Magic isannually one of the most
populareveningsin the Good Coffeeh ouse series.

Advance ticketsmay b e purch ased prior to January 27th at Park Slope Copy on 7th Av.

Membersand Fiends + Please c all the office if you'd like to co nsider volunteering.

WE’'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.BSEC.ORG

Ethical Culture
membersjoin
together in Ehical
Societiesto asdst
each other in
developing ethical
ideasand idealsand
to work together to
improve our world
and the world of
our children.

®

“Always actt o elicit
the best in others and
thereby in oneself.”

Felix Adler, Founder

Broo klyn Socie ty for

Ehic al Culture

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Sreet
Broo klyn, NY 11215
bsecOffice@aol.com

"All lasting and
meaningful change
beginson the inside.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.




