
 

  The Broo klyn Soc iety for Ethical Culture is –  
 

A humanist religious organization dedicated  
to improving the ethical quality of relationships in  

personal li ves and in the world.   
 

 Aff ilia ted with the Americ an Ethic a l Union. www .aeu.org. 
   

FROM THE LEADER’S DESK    
Ethic a l Move ment, PRINCIPLES OF UNION, 1912     

 

Sta temen t from A Conce pt Map of Ethic a l Culture , ava ilab le 
as a  Pamphlet from the BSEC offic e (a t no c harge) or online 
a t www .aeu.org.     …An English "Union of Ethic a l  Soc ieties"  
had been formed in 1896 and over its name the volume,  
The Ethic a l  Move ment: Its Princip les and Aims was pub lishe d 
in 1911 and revised in 1912.     
 

It was c o-authored by Horac e Bridges (la ter of Chic ago), 
Stanton Coit, George O'Dell (who served  as na tiona l "offic e" 
for the Americ an Ethic a l Union for 30 years but was ne ver  to 
bec ome a Leader), and Harry Sne ll (who bec ame a Labour 
M.P. in Brita in and Presiden t of the British Ethic a l Union). 
Bridges served as ed itor. 
 

The Princip les of Union  and the ir exposition a re worth loo king 
a t to ind ic a te the interna tiona l flavor of the Ethic a l Move-
men t and the c omm on c urren c y of c onc ep ts tha t gave life 
to it. It is interesting to note tha t the y c onsidered The Positivist 
Soc iety tha t was the b ra in-c hild of Auguste Comte as the 
c losest kindred movemen t to the Ethic a l Soc iety (though 
the y noted the d ifferen c es), and tha t the y felt the demo-
c ra tic sp irit of the Ethic a l Movemen t reflec ted the tren d of 
the time, inc lud ing the sc ien tific insp ira tion of  the age, and 
a lso the e xample of trade unionism and the ag ita tion for the 
emanc ipa tion of  women . The nine Princi p les and a sum-
ma ry of their co mm entary on them read a s follows : 

      ETHICALLY SPEAKING  
        JANUARY 2006   Volume 100  Issue 5 

 

B r o o k l y n  S o c i e t y  f o r  E t h i c a l  C u l t u r e  •  5 3  P r o s p e c t  P a r k  W e s t  
&  2 n d  S t r e e t  ´  B r o o k l y n  ´  N Y  ´  1 1 2 1 5  ´  7 1 8 . 7 6 8 . 2 9 7 2  

b s e c O f f i c e @ a o l . c o m  ´  w w w . b s e c . o r g  

2005 -2006  THEM E – BSEC: BEGINNING OUR SECOND  
CENTURY PUTT ING ETHICS FIRST  

                     JANUARY PLATFORM S           
    

January 1:  Closed for Holidays 
 

January 8 --  “Putting Ethics First: Eight Comm itmen ts of  
Ethic a l Culture"    What does your fa ith (or lac k of it) require 
of you? We'll take a partic ipa tory loo k a t eight basic p rinc i-
p les of the e thic a l movemen t, upda ted by Lois Kellerman in 
1998.  With Lead er, Lisel Burns. 

 

January 15-- Ma rtin Luther King Legac y Program : Civil 
Rights Fest;  Come a ll ages to c elebra te the life of Dr. King 
and the c ivil rights movemen t tha t c hanged the world .  
1:30pm film sc reen ing:  4pm Conc ert: Soul Music with 
Stephanie Ba tes. $15 and an a fter party.  (See flyer inside.)    

 

January 22—"To Be Or Not To Be:” wi th Donn a Roberts.   
Persona l reflec tions on he r journe y of three years with the 
Humanist Institute. The Humanist Institute is c omm itted to 
leadership educ a tion. Humanist leadership is define d p lu-
ra listic a lly and inc lusively. Thus, the Institute inc ludes c om-
munity/ c ongrega tion/ c hap ter-based leadership , reg iona l 
and na tiona l organiza tiona l leadership , spec ia lized leader-
ship roles as spokespersons, educ a tors, and c ounselors, as 
well as leadership within the various serving p rofessions. 
 

January 29 — “Putting Ethics First:  "Ac ting to Elici t the Best: 
Iden tifying Tools for Ethic a l Living (Part I) With Diane  
Kirschner.  What does it mean to ac t to elic it the best?  
What persona l ritua ls and ac tivities he lp you live e thic a lly?  
Are the re situa tions tha t leave you searc hing for an 
“ ethic a l” response?  What c an we do to stren gthen our 
own and supp ort eac h othe r’ s ab ility to live our va lues?  
Member Diane Kirsc hne r will lead a d isc ussion tha t d raws 
on partic ipants’ experien c es and c onsidera tions of  the se 
questions, iden tifies too ls and resourc es, and revea ls issues 
tha t require furthe r inquiry.   

 

February 5:    "Circles of Ho pe 2005-Inves ting in Mutual     
Coo peration and Encour ag ement Strateg ies For Lasting 
and M eaningful Change."  Small groups p rovid ing opp ortu-
nities for soc ia l, lea rning and ec onomic exc hanges c an 
rec rea te the e thic a l c ultures we nee d to live in the world 
with open minds, he arts and hands. 

 

Platforms begin at 11am each Sunday  
and a re free and open to the public.  

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY 10:30-12:30      

 

NINE COMMITMENTS OF ETHICAL CULTURE, 1912 
 

I]  In a ll the rela tions of life the mora l fac tor should be the 
supreme c onsidera tion. No o the r movemen t of thought has 
ever made e thic s c en tra l to its philosophy. This is the foc a l 
point of vision and stands opp osed to b iolog ic a l determin-
ism, ind ividua listic  he donism, and any a rt or ritua l for its 
own sake. 
 

[2]  Love of goo dne ss and of one ©s fellows a re the true  
motives for right c onduc t; self-relianc e and c oo pera tion 
the true sourc es of he lp .  Superna tura l sanc tions a re unne c -
essary and superna tura l he lp is exp lic ab le in terms of ac -
c ess to psyc holog ic a l ene rg ies, not an outside sourc e. "A 
movemen t does not bec ome d istinc tively ethic a l, and 
the refore does not deserve to be so designa ted , unless the 
sanc tions to c harac ter whic h a re app ea led to a re purely 
humanistic and na tura listic "  
 

[3]  Knowledge of the right has been e volving. We sta rt with 
the mora l ob liga tions a lready reac he d and advoc a te a 
p rogressive idea l. No o the r relig ious group ac knowledges 
tha t righteousne ss is earth-born and sub jec t to develop-
men t as the h uman will strives for self-fulfillmen t. This is basic 
to the Ethic a l Movemen t. We build on the past (unlike the 
anarc hist innova tor) but move beyond the past  (uphe ld by 
the trad itiona list). 



 

Broo klyn Tikk un Comm u-
ni ty –  

Next M eet ing, February 7 – 
7:00-9:00pm  

      98 She rman St. 
        Home of Karen Mins-
berg 
        Tel. 718-499-2625 
 

Contac t  sharda-
vid@yahoo .c om or  BSEC 
Member  Herb Da lin  for  
more information a t no-
c ello@nyc .rr.c om. 

 
                            

 

                    
 

 
Ethic a lly Speak ing is pub lishe d 10 
times a yea r by BSEC. This month's  
issue inc ludes c ontributions by Lisel Burns, 
Audrey Kind red , Constanc e Pigozzi, Rita  
Wilson,  Tina Aridas,  Mauree n Egg inton, 
Nett ie Pa isley, Donna Roberts. 
 
Send c ontributions to Mauree n a t  
b roo klynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om. 
 

February Newsle tter Dead line  
  January 15       

 

Unfortuna tely, spac e c onstra ints some-
times d ic ta te w hether a c ontribution c an 
be inc luded . 
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Cont'd from Front Page…...  
 
[4]      The ind ividua l c onsiders the c onvic tions of othe rs but finds fina l authority on 
any op inion or ac tion in h is or he r own c onsc ien c e and reasone d judgmen t. 
Authority has its p lac e only in servic e to free dom and may be opp osed in the 
name of free dom, but free dom of c onsc ien c e c an only be c ounted on to ad-
vanc e e thic a l beh avior when e thic a l ignoranc e h as been overc ome by ethic a l 
educ a tion to sec ure a "reasone d judgmen t." 
 

[5]      The well being of soc iety requires ec onomic and othe r c ond itions tha t a f-
ford the la rgest sc ope for mora l developmen t of a ll its members. Soc ia l c ond itions 
may thwart mora l growth. Ethic a l relig ion is c onc erne d with the whole life of the 
person and nee ds to add ress the soc ia l order. We h ave h ad "en ough of a relig ion 
whic h opera tes only on Sundays, and has no guidanc e for the six days of  c on-
struc tive toil by whic h the world is kep t going." And , furthe r, "ethic a l relig ion is on 
the side of the outc ast poo r in the ir c la im for c ond itions in whic h the mora l life 
c an b rea the and live." 
 
[6]      The sc ien tific method should be app lied in studying the fac ts of the mora l 
life. Though still rud imen ta ry, a sc ien c e of ethic s is urged tha t we may understand 
mora l idea ls as "ac tua lities," as "fac ts," tha t have a universa l va lid ity.  We c annot 
yet g ive a "fully filled -in map of life," but we a re ac tive investiga tors. 
 

[7]      The mora l life involves ne ithe r acc ep tanc e n or rejec tion of belief in any  
deity, persona l or impersona l, or in a life a fter dea th. The c onc ep t of the goo d life 
finds its orig in in the n a ture of humans as soc ia l and ra tiona l beings. The  
p rima l, surviva l instinc ts and the powers of the h uman mind , still la rgely not opene d 
up , a re the "resourc es to whic h humanistic relig ion may app ea l."   
We nee d ne ithe r superna tura lism, sp iritua lism, or an a fterlife to empower us. 
 

[8]     The acc ep tanc e of any one ultimate c riterion of right should not be made  
a c ond ition of ethic a l fe llowship . This is the p rinc ip le of Ethic a l Ca tholic ity. It  
rec ognizes tha t the re a re p rinc ip les of right ac tion, for we a re n ot rela tivistic , but 
tha t no o ne e thic a l the ory c an c omm and our  a lleg ianc e or require our submis-
sion. 
 

[9]      Ethic a l Fellowships a re the powerful means of en c ouraging the knowledge 
and love of right p rinc ip les of c onduc t and of g iving the stren gth of c harac ter ne c -
essary to rea lize the m in ac tion. We do not believe tha t mora l sen sib ility c an grow 
in isola tion. Read ing boo ks c annot do it.  "Ethic a l fe llowship is essen tia l to the full 
developmen t of mora l persona lity."  Suc h fellowship introduc es us to a wider va ri-
ety of persons; in it eac h person deserves respec t; the weak a re he lped by the 
strong; the spoken word vivifies the soul, and the group-sp irit en la rges ind ividua l 
selfhoo d . "It is the duty of an e thic a l fe llowship to be a powerhouse, gene ra ting 
c urren ts of ene rgy whic h stimula te the intelligen c e, the idea lism, and the will-to-
servic e of a ll who belong to it." 

 

(Go to pag e 3 to co mp are this orig ina l wi th the u pda ted version by Lois Keller ma n.) 

 

PROGRAM S FROM  THE LEADER’ S OFFICE 
 

Monthly sma ll groups this semester offered through the Leader©s Offic e inc lud ing: 
 

§ Coup les Disc ussions: "Holiday Visits and Family Gathe rings," sta rting January 8 
(Registra tion and c omm itmen t required)  

§ Art making - Third Sundays (informa l - no reg istra tion required) 
§ "Everday Ethic s" An on line c ourse with Arthur Dobrin via Barne s & Nob le©s web 

site beginn ing January 8 
§ Courage to Lead , by Brian Stanfield - inten sive boo k d isc ussion on voc a tion, 

leadership and  c omm unity build ing (Registra tion &  c omm itmen t required) 
§ Growing Old Togethe r" - First Wedne sdays, 1pm: p rac tic a l self he lp d isc ussion 

&   journa ling.  (Informa l - no reg istra tion required) 
 

Contac t the Leader©s Offic e a t 783-2298 or liselburns@earthlink.ne t. 



 
 
 
 

FAM OUS HUM ANISTS  
 
 

  Humanists rec ognize tha t it is only 
when peop le fee l free to  think for  

the mselves, using reason as the ir 
guide, tha t the y a re best c apab le of  

develop ing va lues tha t succ ee d in  
sa tisfying human nee ds  

and serving human interests.  

 
 

Isaa c Asimov  

 
 

Cont’d ...from page 2                  

 

EIGHT COMM ITM ENTS OF ETHICAL  CULTURE 
PRINCIPLES OF ETHICAL  CULTURE UPDATED BY  LEADER, LOIS KELL ERM AN, 1998 ,  FROM  THE 1912 VERSION  

  

I. ETHICS IS CENTRAL 
  

The most c en tra l humane issue in our lives involves c rea ting a more h umane en vironmen t. 
  

II. ETHICS BEGINS WITH CHOICE 
  

Creating a more h umane en vironmen t begins by a ffirming the nee d to make signific ant c hoic es. 
  

III. WE CHOOSE TO TREAT EACH OTHER AS ENDS, NOT MERELY MEANS. 
  

We c hoo se to trea t eac h othe r as unique ind ividua ls having intrinsic worth. 
  

IV. WE SEEK TO ACT WITH INTEGRITY. 
  

Trea ting one anothe r as en ds requires tha t we learn to ac t with integrity. This inc ludes kee p ing c omm itmen ts and  
 being more open , hone st, c a ring and responsive. 
  

V. WE ARE COMMITTED TO EDUCATE OURSELVES. 
  

Persona l p rogress is possib le, both in wisdom and soc ia l life. Learning how to build ethic a l rela tionships and c ulti-
va te a humane c omm unity is a life-long en deavor. 
  

VI. SELF-REFLECTION AND OUR SOCIAL NATURE REQUIRE US TO SHAPE A MORE HUMANE WORLD. 
  

Spiritua l life is roo ted in self-reflec tion, but c an only c ome to full flower in c omm unity. Peop le a re soc ia l, nee d ing 
both p rimary rela tionships and la rger supp ortive groups to bec ome fully human, reac hing beyond ourselves to de-
c rease suffering and inc rease c rea tivity in the world . 
  

VII. DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IS ESSENTIAL TO OUR TASK. 
  

Democ ra tic p roc ess is essen tia l to a humane soc ia l order bec ause it respec ts the worth of persons and elic its and 
a llows a grea ter expression of human c apac ities. Democ ra tic p roc ess a lso imp lies a c omm itmen t to shared re-
sponsib ility and authority. 
  

VIII. LIFE ITSELF INSPIRES "RELIGIOUS" RESPONSE. 
  

While awarene ss of dea th inten sifies the h uman quest for meaning and len ds perspec tive to o ur ac hievemen ts, 
the p rimary fac tors motiva ting human relig ious response a re the mystery of life itself, the nee d to fee l c onne c ted 
to the universe, and the desire for c elebra tion and joy. 

                                                                                                                           Lois Kellerman , 1998 
Please go to pag es 1 & 2 for the ori g ina l 9 princi p les  
of Ethic a l Culture wri tten in 1912.  

 

JOIN A COMM ITT EE — GET INVOLVED:  HAVE A VOICE:  
 

Board M ee tings:   First Thursday s at 7pm ,  Melanie 
Ric hardson –     Members Welc ome. 
Platform  2nd Thursday s – 7pm ,  Constanc e Pigozzi   
Finance – 3rd Wednesday s  Ð  7pm , Tony Severo  

Build ing a nd Groun ds---6:30. 4th Thursday s,  
Constanc e Pigozzi 
Memb ership –  2nd Sunday s, a fter Pla tform, Melanie 
Ric hardson 
Goo d Coffeehouse Ð   Justin Sta lla rd a t  
Darkfloyd7@speakeasy.ne t.  

Ethic a l Ac tion – January 22, 1pm  Lisel Burns and  
Nanc y Ric hardson   
 

Comm unic ations Ð  NEWSLETTER & WEB SITE DESIGN 

INVITATION TO WRITERS & GRAPHIC DESIGNERS –  
CONTACT Maureen Egg inton a t    
Broo klyne thic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om –  
poetry, p rose, historic a l a rtic les, quotes, interviews,  
sugg estions……  January 29, 1:15pm  



 

HELLO FROM CHILDREN’S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY -  
Notes From Audrey Kindred, CSA Direc tor          
        
 

Audrey Kindred  Loo king bac k and loo king forward .  
Goo dbye 2005, he llo 2006! 

 
 

Dec ember has been delightful a t CSA.  Our journe y-
ing-elder-studen ts had a spec ia l d inne r/ d ia logue 
with Martha Ga llahue (to whom we sen d muc h 
thanks) and Lisel Burns, to exp lore the d iversity of 
relig ions in the world and to d isc uss how Ethic a l  
Culture fits into tha t framework of "relig ion."  Mean-
while, our whole c rew has been sing ing about, 
c ra fting about, and ta lking about the d iversified 
holiday season, -- with the very grea t quest in mind 
of how to app ly "ethic a l p rinc ip les" to this bustling 
and g ift-g iving season.  CSA hosted the BSEC winter 
c ra fts fa ir as a fund ra iser, and we a lso ra ised $265 
for Pakistani earthquake vic tims with an a rt sa les 
tab le. 

 
The young c hild ren kep t b ring ing up the n ame 
Santa -- and I asked who tha t might be -- the y reas-
sured me with absolute c onfiden c e "you kne w him 
when you were a c hild ."  Zoe and he r mom, Alic e, 
taught us tha t Santa Claus is a c harac ter tha t 
c omes from a rea l person who lived long ago -- an 
ethic a l he ro some peop le c a lled a Sa int. This man, 
St. Nic olas from Bari, Ita ly, kne w how important it 
was to make sure ALL c hild ren , not just those who 
have mone y to buy things,  rec eive g ifts -- so in se-
c ret, he delivered g ifts to underserved c hild ren -- 
ac ting as an e thic a l he ro for the fa irne ss of gene r-
osity.  Say St. Nic olas over and over, it bec omes, in-
dee d San-ta -(ni)Claus.  We thought of ac tions we 
c ould d o to be generous like St. Nic . 
 
 

Holidays of Solstic e, Hanukkah, 3-Kings, Kwanzaa a ll 
found shared expression a t our Winter Festiva l, es-
pec ia lly through our ever-develop ing song: This litt le 
Light of Mine .  Allow me to exten d spec ia l thanks to 
those a t BSEC who he lped with winter festiva l p ro-
duc tion:  Constanc e, Rita , Lisel and indee d a ll who  
partic ipa ted and offered foo ds and c ra fts to share.  
Janic e Novet read a story of Mothe r Winter from 
Sta rhawk©s "Circ le Round"  (a boo k she and I both 
rec omm en d, by the way); and he r boys, Kevin and 
James gene rously shared a g ingerb read house 
the y©d made, as Mothe r Winter©s home.  Xen a a nd 
Io the a tric a lly pantomimed the story throughout the 
telling and d id a wonderful job .  Then we met a 
ne w Ethic a l frien d and spec ia l festiva l guest:  
La raa ji Nadananda, who wore a ll orange bec ause 
he is a "Swami"  -- a yoga master.  He c ultiva ted 
within us the grea test g ift  we c an g ive to o urselves 
and by exten sion, c an  share and insp ire with those 
a round us:  "our laughter."  Then while  many c hil-
d ren dec ora ted g ingerbread peop le, some adults 
c hose to dee pen the ir laughter experien c e in the 
lib ra ry.   
 
 

 

Families were (and  still a re) invited to share information about 
"c auses" tha t the y put the ir efforts and supp ortive resourc es to-
ward -- to c rea te an e xc hange of Ethic a l efforts/ knowledge 
bases/ g iving opp ortunities. 
 
Lisel Burns, our BSEC leader, offered a g ift to a ll CSA studen ts:  a 
slee p over a t he r house with up to six peop le a t a time. I men tion it 
as a reminder to a ll to ta lk about it and sc he dule it with he r, now.  

          

         Loo king ahe ad: 
     January 8th-- CSA welc ome bac k  
     January 15th -- MLK/ CSA Civil Rights Celebra tion Pla tform &               

Lunc h With The Bunc h ± hosted by CSA  -  
January 22 --- CSA- 
January 29-- CSA           

 

Perhaps some h ave met the ne west teac he r on our CSA sta ff:   
Gabriella Belfig lio. Please welc ome he r and  get to know he r.  
Some things I c an tell you about he r a re:   she ©s a writer/ poet re-
c en tly returne d to NYC, a fter gradua te stud ies in D.C.  She sells fish 
a t the loc a l market on Sa turdays (have anyone of you seen  he r 
the re?)  She does self-defen se kara te tra ining, and teac he s this to 
c hild ren , a t the Broo klyn Women ©s Martia l Arts.  She is Ita lian Ameri-
c an by he ritage, speaks Ita lian and va lues the trad itions of he r an-
c ien t c ulture:  like c oo king "the seven fish" on Christmas eve. 
 

As we en ter a ne w year, and the weathe r offers us some b itter  
days, let me speak as a Ma ine r (something Lisel and I have in  
c omm on) and advise:  Wear Layers.  Layers and Layers. And d on©t  
underestimate the va lue of movemen t and inne r ene rgy work to 
c ultiva ting your persona l warmth.  
 

Happ iest ne w year to a ll. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 

 

ETHICAL  ACTION COMM ITT EE M EETING 
 

Contac t Nanc y Ric hardson to find out about the ne xt 
Ethic a l Ac tion Mee ting sla ted for Jan 22 a t 1pm:                        

nanc yrye@earthlink.ne t 

HAPPY JANUARY   
BIRTHDAYS          

 

         Rozeanne Gold — 1 
         Denn is Sta lla rd ± 4  
         Edmund  Franc is -12 
         Cameron Bossert ± 13 

                         Andrew Newman ± 20  
                         Noah Heac ox ± 23  
                         Bruc e Leibowitz ± 31 

 
    YOGA CLASSES WITH AUDREY        

 

I am trying to set up some yoga c lasses a t 
BSEC for the upc oming season. IF this 
DOES interest you (and beginne rs a re ab-
solutely en c ouraged), p lease e mail me 
with regula r times tha t a re best and times 
tha t a re no t ava ilab le for you a t a ll.  I©ll do 
my best to work well with this information.  
Write to me a t ethic a lkin@hotma il.c om.   
                                    
                                        Audrey Kindred  



       ETHICAL CULT URE QUOTED IN OPRAH’S  MAGAZINE     
 

Marc A. Bernstein, Archivist 
 

The November issue of “ Oª, Oprah Winfrey's magazine , fea tures a substantia l quota tion from the writings of Algernon D. 
Blac k, the former Leader of the New York Soc iety.   
 

The e d itors of “ O” wanted a selec tion for "Live Your Best Life," a page devoted to a sing le insp iring passage. Suzie Frazer, 
membership d irec tor of the New York Soc iety, referred the e d itors to the a rc hives, whe re a rc hivist Marc Bernstein         
suggested a number of items to c onsider. 
 

The y c hose words Algernon Blac k first used a t an Ethic a l Culture mee ting during the Mc Carthy era :   
 
 

 
 

 

Bring ing men into c omm union. 
This is a c a ll 
To the ne ver-en d ing sp irit 
Of the c omm on man, 
His essen tia l dec en c y, 
His integrity beyond a ll educ a tion and wea lth, 
His unen d ing c apac ity to suffer and en dure, 
To fac e dea th and d estruc tion 
And to rise aga in 
And  build from the ruins of his life 
This is the grea test c a ll of a ll 

       The c a ll to a fa ith in peop le. 

 

This is a c a ll to the living,                                                                               
To those who refuse to make peac e with e vil, 
With the suffering and waste of the world . 
This is a c a ll to the h uman, 
Not the perfec t, 
To those who know the ir own p rejud ic es, 
Who have n o inten tion 
Of bec oming p risone rs of the ir own limita tions.   

This is a c a ll  those who remember the d reams of the ir youth, 
Who know w hat it means to share foo d and she lter, 
The c are of c hild ren and those who a re troub led ,  
To reac h beyond the barriers of the past                          

 

  ART, TRUTH & POLITICS 
 

  Exc erp t from Harold Pinter’ s  Nobel Prize  
acc ep tanc e spee c h,  Dec ember 8, 2005 

 

“ In 1958 I wrote the  following: ©The re a re n o hard d istinc tions 
between what is rea l and what is unrea l, nor between what 
is true and what is fa lse. A thing is not ne c essarily eithe r true 
or fa lse; it c an be both true and fa lse.© I believe tha t the se 
assertions still make sen se and d o still app ly to the e xp lora -
tion of rea lity through a rt.  So as a writer I stand by the m but 
as a c itizen I c annot. As a c itizen I must ask:  What is true?  
What is fa lse?”  

 

" THE ART OF G IVING"  
 

We give of ourselves when  
we g ive g ifts of the he art: 

love, kindne ss, joy, understand ing, 
sympathy, toleranc e, forg ivene ss. 

We g ive of ourselves when  
we g ive g ifts of the mind : 

ideas, d reams, purposes, idea ls, 
p rinc ip les, p lans, inven tions, p rojec ts, poetry. 

 

We give of ourselves when  
we g ive g ifts of the sp irit: 

p rayer, vision, beauty, asp ira tion, 
peac e, fa ith. 

We g ive of ourselves when  
we g ive the g ift of words: 

en c ouragemen t, insp ira tion, guidanc e.  

 

Emerson sa id it well: 
"Rings and  jewels a re n ot g ifts, 

but apolog ies for g ifts. 
The only true g ift is a portion of thyself.”  

 

                                           --Wilfred A. Peterson 
 

 Contributed by Lisel Burns, with thanks to Ka te Lovelady 

      CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF  
       DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

 
JANUARY 15 at BSEC 

 
 

11am -4 pm - CSA Intergene ra tiona l Pla tform &  Open 
House. 
 
12:30 Lunch With The Bunch and ongoing open -house 
ac tivities free and open to the pub lic with  
 

Art Making Tab les and Civil Rights Movemen t-based 
films inc lud ing exc erp ts from the PBS series  "Eyes On 
The Prize."   
 
4-6pm ± The c elebra tions c ontinue with a Soul Music 
Concer t with Stehanie Bates $15 (inc ludes danc e)  
 
6pm ± Pre-pa rty supp er (inclusive wi th Concer t Tic kets) 
 
7pm da nce ± (danc e only is $10) See en c losed flyer for 
deta ils.  

 
Dr. Martin L. King:  

 

HIS LEGACY 
 

He offered us love and ha tred killed him. 
He offered us peac e and war en gulfed us. 
He offered us b rothe rhoo d  
and rac ists moc ked his striving. 
His p rayers were sc a ttered peta ls. 
Yet he lives on, indestruc tib le. 
"I have a d ream," he sa id : Free dom! 
Artic ula ting d reams of millions. 
And we will fo llow in the pa th he b lazed . 
 

                                by Marsha ll F. Dub in 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The L ife & Eth ics Comm itt ee of th e 
 

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture   
 

Present s A Grand Salute To           

 

Dr. M artin Luther K ing, Jr.    
 

Featuring 
 

Stephanie Bates and Co. 
(Classic Soul) 

 
 

Sunday, January 15, 2006  
4:00 p.m. ± 6:00 p.m. 

Concert Admission:  $15.00 
                                                                 

After Party --7:00 p.m. 
Admission: $10.00 (Free for Classic Soul  

ticket holders)  
  

Join us for dinner before th e Party  
(fabulous gourmet dishes sold) 

 
Ticket Info:  

L isel: l iselburns@earthl ink.net  718.783.2298  
Nett ie: southcomforts@aol.com 718.455 .4444    

Stephanie: t458 day@aol.com 718.467 .7896  
 

 

                                                                

                                                     www.bsec.org                                                                                         

 

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture  
53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street 
Brooklyn, NY 10015 
718.768 .2972       
2 & 3 to Grand Army Plaza 
F to 7th Avenue & 9th St.                      



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

2 
Storytelling 
with Mary 
Savage 
 7-10 pm 

3 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus 7-
9pm 

4 
7-9pm  
Comm unity Sing 

5    
 
7pm: Board 
Mee ting  

6 
 
NO GCH:  

7                 
 
7:45-
9:45am....Ta i 
Chi w/ Sy 
Tepp er 

8   
 

 
10:30  CSA 
11am: Pla tform 
 
 1:30pm.: Dia logue 
Projec t 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 

Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus 7-
9pm 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 
7pm: Pla tform 
Mee ting  
 

13 
 

 
NO GCH:  
 
 
 
 

14 
 
7:45-
9:45am ....
Ta i Chi w/ Sy 
Tepp er 

15        
          M. L. K.  
11am  CSA  Hosts 
Intergene ra tiona l  
Pla tform   & Lunc h 
Celebra ting MLK 
1pm : Doc umen tary 
4pm Stephanie 
Ba tes Soul Conc ert 
$15 — 7pm  After  
Party $10 

16 
 
MLK Holiday 
Observed  

17 
 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus, 7-
9pm 
 
 

18 
 
7pm Financ e 
Comm ittee  
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 

7:45-
9:45am....Ta i 
Chi w/ Sy 
Tepp er 
 

 

22          
 

 
10:30am CSA  
11am Pla tform 
1pm Ethic a l Ac tion 
Mee ting 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus,  
7-9pm 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
6:30 ± Build ings 
& Grounds 
Mtng 

27 
 
*****************  
GCH: 8-10pm  
ªNight of Mag ic”  
         $15 

28 
 
7:45-
9:45am....Ta i 
Chi w/ Sy 
Tepp er 

29        

 
 
10:30am: CSA 
11am Pla tform 

30 
 
 
 

31 
 
Broo klyn 
Women 's  
Chorus,  
7-9pm 
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Ethically Speaking:  January 2006 :    The newsletter of  The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture                                 
 
 

THE GOO D COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR  31ST ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
                 BROOKLYN’S HOME FOR ACOUSTIC ROOTS MUSIC      

 

Shows start a t 8 PM ± ($10 at door, $6 for kids, *exce pt where no ted)               
  
 

 
Jan 6                    CLOSED 
 
Jan 13                  CLOSED 
 
Jan 20                  Third  Friday with the Park Slope Food Coo p 
                             Barry Bryson with Swing Stree t with Ma rje Wag ner on voc a ls. Swing band .   
                             Danc e instruc tion by Liz Peterson.  
 
Jan 27                  Night of Mag ic*  
                             (A ll tic kets $15, gener a l adm ission; see no te below ) 

                         The 5th Annua l Goo d Coffeeh ouse Night of Magic is p roduc ed aga in this 
year by Broo klyn magic maven Ric hard Steven Cohn and hosted by Ric hard and his wife 
Alexandra Ba lta rzuk as The Magic a l Melod ions. The Night of Magic will fea ture an astound-
ing c ast of stella r sorc erers inc lud ing the c lassic , award-winn ing wizard ry of Torkova ; dean 
of Americ an magic ians Magic omed ian Geor ge Schin d ler; the b iza rre yet lovab le British 
c ard c he a t, c on man and c onjurer, Simon Lovell ; sen sa tiona l rising sta r of magic Danny 
Alan; and the astonishing Jon Stetson.  The Night of Magic is annua lly one of the most  
popula r even ings in the Goo d Coffeeh ouse series.  
 
 Advance tic kets may b e purch ased p rior to January 27th at Park Slope Copy on 7 th Av. 

   
Members and Friends  ± Please c all the o ffice if you’d like to co nsider voluntee ring.   

 
 

Broo klyn Socie ty for  
Ethic a l Culture  
53 Prospec t Pa rk West & 2nd Stree t 
Broo klyn, NY  11215 
bsec Offic e@aol.c om 

 WE ’ RE  ON  T H E  WE B  
WWW.B SE C.ORG 

 

Ethic a l Culture         

members join         

togethe r  in  Ethic a l   

Soc ieties to  assist 

eac h othe r   in       

develop ing  ethic a l 

ideas and idea ls and  

to work togethe r  to   

improve our world 

and  the world of   

our c hild ren .  

 

 

 
 
“ Always act t o el i ci t 
the best i n other s and 
there by i n onesel f.”  
 

        

  Fel i x Adler ,  Founder  

 

 
  "All  lasting  a nd  
   meaningful  change  
   begins on  the inside."    
 
        Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


