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LEADER’S ESsSAY — JUNE 2006

This month aswe dose out the 05-06 Season at the BSEC commu-
nity, | thank ead of you for your suppart of some part of the BSEC
community effort. | dedded to share with you some thoughts | put
onto paper in 1999 fully six yeas ago, for my monthly Leader’s
report to the Board.

At that time, we were dso strugding with the d@hicd issue of bal-
ancing freedom of speed as aright of adisgruntled and angry
member and also the need for BSEC to set an example of a safe
and caring community in which boundaries to harm were dea,
while people would not be insulted or disrespeced, howsoever
they might disagree

What foll ows was auibmitted to the BSEC Board of Trustees Med-
ing, July 22, 1999as part of the monthly Leader’s Report by Lisel
Burns at another time of conflict over vision, values and standards
to be reasonably expeded of members and staff of the BSEC.

The Isale of Sandadsat BSEC: | welcomethisissie asa charce
to draw together our best thinking abou our comnunity asa place
with its own standads and expedations.

| think therole of Leader has a lot to dowith the issue of stan-
dards, andlook forward to clarifying with the aurrent Board, our
mutual perspedives. For now, here are some of my thougtts:

* Our Sciety, likeany community, has aninformal culture, and
with that, a set of asaumed standads or norms, whether or not
we make them explicit.

* By projeding, even naming ouselvesan* Ethical” Sciety, a
comrmunity of people who hareat least a hope “ for ethical
culture,” we havegore pubic with an apiration to ethical
relationships, which assimes a higher thanaverage standad for

2005-2006 THEME - BSEC: BEGINNING OUR
SECOND CENTURY PUTTING ETHICS FIRST

JUNE PLATFORMS

June 4 - Children's Sunday Asembly Reagnition and Graduation
Program 2006 Platform led by Xena Brooks and Tyler Lurie-Spicer.

June 11- Annual Peace Site Day --The 2006 PeaceSite Award will
be presented to The Granny PeaceBrigade. Join usto hea the story
of these brave women who were arested, jailed and pu ontrial
following their attempt to enlist in the amed services.

June 18th — Father's Day Coll oquy--Theme: "Charader." Led by
Constance Pigozz, Chair, Platform Committee

Platforms begin at 11 am each Sunday
and are free and open to the public.

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY ASSEEMBLY — 10:30-12.30

the relationships, attitudes and kehaviors condcted either by
our members, on ou premises or other-wise in the name of
BSEC. The* Eight Commitments of Ethical Culture” brochure
outlines 8 attitudes which have behavioral implications. We aan
safely assume that our standardsinclude, but are not limited to:

* Comnunicating resped for persons, attributing worth to themin
all possble situations.

* Valuing education andself-devdopment, seang oreself asa
personin devdopment.

* Respeding d (and a lhindingto) democratic processes and
concepts; thisincludes abiding by our historical and current
agreeaments as a commnunity (unlessto doso would cause real
harmto self or others).

* Seeling to reduce harm and increase aeativity in the world,
starting with human relationships.

By devdoping over the past few years a written set of membership
behavior guidelines, and acommitment spoken each Sundg by
participarts at the Sundg Platform, we havetaken the standa ds
to anexplicit levd.

From time to time, members act or treat each cther in amanner we
canreasonaly call unkind, unfair, insulting, disrespedful, out of
order or very inappropriate to the setting a situation. In most
cases, collegial feedbackis given andtaken in areasonabde man-
ner andthe situationis st right. In some @ases, this behavior is
repeated, or denied, or observers date that theyare not able to
givefealback diredly to the person, (for whateve reason) andthe
community then hasanisauie: What is our role, as members, as
(lay) leaders, as clergy?

| think that the dergy role @an be spedfied asa person designated
by the community to dert individuds and goups when the desired
alignment between our aspirations, values, standards and prac-
tices neads attention. But it doesn’t replacea medchansm that
proteds BSEC comnunity standards with boundaies that may not
be adossd withou consequences. | look forward to clarification o
my and dher members and staff roles and appopriate boundary
setting as we addressour current challenges.”

Lisel Burns
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This drawing was donated by Pablo Picass to the Women's
International League for Peace ad Freedom for their use.




THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY
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Caring & Sharing:
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Broo klynethicalsociety@yahoo.com
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Fnance: Anthony Severo —768-2972
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768-2972, Co-Vice Chairs: Vandra
Thorburn, v.thorburn@verizon.net, Annette
Bernstein, annettee s@aol.com
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Programs Oversight: Lisel Burns 783-2298
Sunday School: Audrey Kindred 768-2972
ethicalkin@hotmail.com
Youth Group: Edd ie Coyne 768-2972
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THE NEW THEME FOR THE 2006-2007 SEASON IS -
"PRACTICAL ETHICS: MAKING A DIFFERENCE LocALTO GLOBAL"

N

5 The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture is a humanist religious and educational
iy fellowship promoting the knowledge, love and practice of ethics-centered living. As a
diverse and welcoming community, the Society assists in developing ethical ideals,
exploring choices, navigating our life journeys and working to realize a more just

and compassionate world.

Affiliated with the American Ethical Union. www.aeu.org
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AEU’s 91st Assembly,
June 30-July 3, Northbrook, IL

The American Ethicd Union Assembly, the annual businessmeding and conference of
the AEU, will take placein Northbrook, IL this yea, with the Chicago Society hosting.
The AEU announced that eff edive June 7th, 2006 Katharine Archibald will become the
new Exeautive Diredor of the American Ethicd Union. A spedal thanks to Jone Johnson
Lewis for holding down the fort in the interim. Jone has gradously agreed to work with
Katharine, at least throughthe Assembly, to insure asmoaoth transition.

At their May 10th meding, the BSEC Board eleded Diane Kirschner, Rita Wil son and
Vandra Thorburn to be the threedelegates representing Brooklyn. Diane, and perhaps
Rita and Vandra, will be available on June 11th, foll owing the PeaceSite Platform, to talk
with members who are interested in the isaues coming before the Asseembly on which
BSEC will be asked to vote. Thisinformation will also be posted on the AEU website,
www.aeu.org, so that you can read up on the Assembly ahead of time.

Ethically Speaking is published 10 times a
year by BSEC. This month'’s issue includes
contributions by Lisel Burns, Audrey Kindred,
Constance Pigozzi, Rita Wilson, Tina Aridas,
Maureen Egginton and Diane Kirschner.

Send contributions to Maureen at
brooklynethicalsociety@yahoo.com.

Unfortunately, space constraints sometimes
dictate whether a contribution can be included.

Building Community Connections: An AEU Workshop

On May 20 the American Ethicd Union sponsored a workshop for Society members, ti-
tled “Building Community Connedions,” led by Rev. Tony Johnson, an adivist minister
in the Unitarian Universalist Church. Attended by members from NY, Bergen, North
Carolina, Riverdale-Y onkers and Brooklyn Societies and the new Ethica Society Without
Walls (ESWoW), the day-long workshop explored ways to develop the Society'slocd
relationships, build alli ances, creae successful projeds and get recognition for our efforts.

Listening to the presentation | recognized that BSEC aready does alot of work in this
areg thanksin large part to our Lealer, Lisel Burns, and Charlie Horwitz, who come out
of community organizing badgrounds and have brought those skill sto suppat BSEC's
outread and ather adivist members who share their pasgons with the membership.
BSEC has welcomed neighborhood partners to use our building, joined the Brooklyn
Chamber of Commerce, and often joins in coaliti on with other groups on projeds, such as
the aurrent fundraising effort for Darfur relief. Lisel sits on the Board of the 5th Avenue
Committee and has establi shed working relationships with leaders of other locd religious
congregations.

For me, one of the most interesting concepts presented was the ideaof asking the cmmmu-
nity to help set the Society's adivist agenda. If the Society wants to be of serviceto its
community, it needs to understand the dynamics, the resources, and the nedds of the aea
of whichit isapart.

Going around the community and talking to people, observing, and attending locd med-
ings of different interest groups helps surfaceunmet needs that the Society might be wil |-
ing and able to address

Those dtending the workshop want to keep in touch and passhbly work to identify a com-
mon projed that al Ethicd Societies could work on. Coincidentally, Jone Johnson Lewis,
Interim AEU Exeautive Diredor, authored an Ethicd Action Proposal that will be pre-
sented at the Assembly, which movesin thisdiredion. Worksheds were provided, which
| can share with our members who might want to domore community-wide networking for
particular endeavors.

Diane Kirschner
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THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE
INVITESYOU TO THE

2006 PEACE SITE AWARD

SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 11AMm
HONORING THE

THE GRANNY PEACE BRIGADE

THE GRANNY JAILBIRDS SET TO WOW BROOKLYN

| f nonviolenceisthelaw of our being, the futureiswith women ...
Mahatma Gandhi

HEAR THEM TELL THEIR STORY, SING AND DANCE FOR PEACE

PLEASE COME CELEBRATE AND HONOR THESE BRAVE
WOMEN WHO WERE ARRESTED IN TIMES SQUARE, NEW
YORK AND STOOD TRIAL FOLLOWING AN ATTEMPT TO
ENLIST IN THE ARMED SERVICES TO TAKE THE PLACE
OF THEIR GRANDCHILDREN.

53 Prospect Park West & 2™ Street - Park Slope - Brooklyn
718-768-2972 - brooklynethicalsociety@yahoo.com - www.bsec.org

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

F TRAIN TO SEVENTH AVENUE, 2 & 3 TO GRAND ARMY PLAZA
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FROM THE LEADER — MEMBERSHIP NOTES

A warm welcome to new members for the 20052006 Season who
were honored on May 21: Liz Calvin who has joined the Life and
Ethicstean and Ethicd Action programming; Tom Castelnuovo,
who joined the Finance Committee and also pledged to help with
web site; Helen Engelhardt, helping with newsletter and Life and
Ethics; Jan Peterson is open to helping out where needed; Dennis
Stallard is willi ng to use his business finance and/or mechanica
knowledge whil e continuing with the fundraising Good Coff ee-
house Committee Sandy Schil en open to finance volunteeing
(she©s an economist) and Ethicd Action; and Sara Vaentine
coordinating Spring 2006 Lunch with the Bunch.

Donna Minkowitz, Meriell e Samson, Princene Hyatt, Kim Bran-
don and Sylvia and Milton Zisman seem to be happy members of
the spring-summer orientation series for prospedive members
which started on May 21. Others who couldn®©t attend that date
welcome!  Contad Vandra Thorburn to get a schedule of the up-
coming series prior to membership for those who so dedde, pos-
sibly in September - - v.thorburn@verizon.net.

We send love and best wishesto our friends and members who
haverecently been ill, in hospital, or reauperating at home.

* Donna Roberts has been acceoted into an intensive chemother-
apy study at NYU Hospital and will welcome help with trans-
portation to or from the sessons. Thanksto Mark Kaufman, a
former BSEC Board member, and Katya Kaufman for their
welcome first floor apartment near Donna's 4th floor walk -up
on Seventh Avenue, so she can have some stred accesswhile
recovering from her sessons.

It was grea to see Selma Richman welcomed badck on May 21
after fraduring her bad. She had been in awhedchair but
thankfully has recovered. We©re so sorry not to have had the
news when suppart was needed and have shown more cae!

Antoinette Wagnerman is at home slowly recovering from an
operation on her right shoulder due to an injury sustained on
her job. Sheisundergoingintensive physicd therapy and isin
constant pain. We send best wishes for afull recovery.

* Annemarie Mogil redaimed her mohility from sciatica®s pain
and recaved arousing welcome badk at May 21st Platform.
Charlie Horwitz continues his recovery at the rehab center and

is peakingmore and more. To schedule avisit, cdl Carol
Horwitz a& 718 230-3537.

Lisel Burnsisfeding better after a month of family and com-
munity-related stress "L osing ten pounds may turn out to be
the best part of adifficult time!" she was head to say. Her
sister Steph is dill i n alife threaening medicd situation.

* Perry Dell iswell after his bout with sciaticafollowing afall.

PROGRAM NOTES
All are welcometo aprogram retreat in July.

*

*

*

*

* Leader©s office small groupcontinue with openingsin the
writing goup and parents group. Please send Lisel your ideas
for summer bad yard parties, social outings and more Zp code
suppers! Liselburns@earthlink.net.

* An evening BSEC Non Violent Communication Pradice Group
istaking appli cants.

* Lisel will | eed a summer series on moral reasoning, ethica
culture and discusgon of our own challenging dedsions.

* The Children©s Sunday Assembly (CSA) had another fund
raising successwhen the BSEC Non Violent Communication
Sunday workshop medings gponsored aworkshop, May 12-13,

which raised $678for the CSA. Cheas for Nelli e Bright, Janice
Novet, Tasha Paley, Lisel Burns, Vandra Thorburn, Audrey
Kindred and ather BSEC/NV C group members who coll abo-
rated on the projea!

* June 4th will be journey©s end at CSA for Xena and Tyler who,
to our gred pride, will | ead the platform.

* BSEC EAC partners with the Independent Commisson on
Publi c Education (ICOPE) a human rights based city-wide
educational reform group. BSEC honors | COPE for its deep
commitment to change of the whole system of educaionin
NY C. It©s a worthwhil e, longerm endeavor. To join this admi-
rable dfort contad Ellen Raider at ell en.raider@verizon.net.

* Credive Writing Group meds on Second Sundays at 1pm and
fourth Friday evenings at 6:30pm. Contad Kim Brandon via
email at Kimdarniece@hotmail .com.

* May 20 fund raiser for P.S. 44 in Bed Stuy was a big success
with Ed Stout©s Jazztrio, Stephanie Bates snging Motown and
adisk jockey who went urtil midnight! Funds go to technology
resources for this fine values-based schoad - all thanksto BSEC
Nettie Paisey©s adoption of the schod and BSEC EACOs golo
tion of the projed. Contad Nettie & southcomforts@aol .com.

Forum on Iran: The Next War?

Saturday, June 3, 2006— 2:00-4:00 PM

St. Francis College, Founders Hall Auditorium, 180Remsen
Stred, Brooklyn Heights (between Clinton and Court) A freefo-
rum led by leading experts on Iran and American foreign palicy.
A question and answer period will follow. The BSEC EAC is co-
sponsoring atalk on Iran: The Next War ? For information go to
www.brooklynpeaceorg, the web site of the main sponsor, our
community partner, Brooklyn Parents for Peace

AEU Establishes A Donna Roberts Fund

Atthe May meeting of the American

Ethical Union Board of Directors (held

atthe Brooklyn Society) a motion was

pas®d by consensusto establish a

special gift fund to assst Donnaand her

partner Leonora Lucan during thischal-
lenging time of Donna being illand uninsured.

Non-tax deductible checks, payable to the AEU, with
Donna Roberts Fund written in the memo line, can be
mailed to the AEU, 2 W 64th Sreet, Room 406, NY, NY
10023-7104. Cards, etc.,can be mailed directly to Donna
and Leonora. Callthe office or consult your BSEC Roster
fortheir add ress

Happy Birthday to Ethel Kirschner, mother of
Diane, who is cdebrating her 87th Birthday
on June 10. Ethel was the ditor of the BSEC
newsletter for many yeasin the 196Gs.
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v HAPPY FATHER’S DAY v
v TO ALL OUR DADS v JUNE 2006 AT BSEC
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
7:45-9:45am: Tai
7-10pm Board GCH: 8-10pm Chi w/Sy
Meding 10:15am Y oga
with Audrey
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
7-9pm ;
10:30am CSA 7pm Story- Brooklyn 6:30-9:30 7-9pm: Platform 7:45-9:45am: Tai
11am: Platform i : ity Si Medin i
telling Group Women's Community Sing g GCH: 8-10pm i:gllvg;rSnyY
Chorus : oga
7pm Board with Audrey
Meding
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:30am CSA 7-9pm 7pm Board Meding | 6:30-8:30 — GCH: 8-10pm 10:15am Yoga
1lam Platform Brooklyn Buildings & with Audrey
Women's Grounds Meding
Chorus
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
11am Colloquy 7-9pm GCH: - 8-10 7:45-9:45am: Tai
Brooklyn Chi w/Sy
3pm Yoga Women's END OF 10:15am Yoga
Chorus SEASON with Audrey
25 26 27 28 29 30
11lam BSEC Annudl 7-9pm
Membership Meding Brooklyn
Women's
Chorus
W, PLEDGING
= Member pledges austain our BSEC Community - the
people, fadliti es, and programs of the Society. Pledges
June: July: August: can be paid in aonetime full amount or spread out over

Annie Lanzill otto--1
Adriana Baker--2
Glenn Newman--3
Jean Shaffer--6

Ali Jindyeh--12
Tracey Jindyeh--18
Charlotte Alper--20
Diane Milder--20

Christiane Siebert-18

Kurt Johnson--21
Oufa Jindyah--23
Robin Feld--24

Cynthia Stall ard--2
Dorothy Wood--2
Lois Kellerman--3
Laura Duffy--12

Rita Wil son--18

Edith Calabro--21
Gary Schedhter--23
Constance Pigozzi--26
Jason Leibowitz--29
Vaerie Francis-30

the Season. We ae getting towards the end of our
Season so please make sure that you are up to date with
your pledge payments.

Pleasse montad the Pledge Seaetary, Ruth Pikitch, with
any questions to ruthpikitch@fusemail .com or at 718

256-2006

Contributions from non-member friends of BSEC are of
course welcomed as well !

Thank you.
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THE GOOD COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR -31ST ANNIVERSARY SEASON

WE’'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.BSEC.ORG

BROOKLYN'SHOME FOR ACOUSTICROOTSMUSIC 0

Showsstart on Fridays at 8 pm + (See prices posted besideeach performance)

June2  Singer/songwriter Rod MadDonad — Traveling Troubadou Series. (adults $15, kids $6)

Legendary folk-icon Rod MadDonald (www.rodmaadoreld.net) is"..one of the most paliti cdly and socially aware
lyricists of our time" (All Music Guide). He has been entertaining audiences worldwide for 30 years with histime-
lessball ads, modern folk songs, satiricd commentaries and ability to easily crossmusic genres. Among the more
than two dazen artists who have recorded hisworks are Dave Van Ronk, Four Bitchin© Babes with Christine Lavi
Happy Traum and Garnet Rogers. His albums No Comnercial Traffic (re-released in 20029 and White Buffalo are
regarded as "one of the towering achievementsin modern folk music" (Boston Herald)

June9  Brooklyn Women's Chorus Founded and dreded by Bev Grant, the Brooklyn Women©s Chaus consists
of 45women singing together to creae one powerful voicefor peace ad justice Join this jam-padked annual
concert! (adults $10, kids $6)

June 16 3rd Friday with the Park Slope Food Coop-Celebration o gay pride (adults $10, kids $6)

June 23 Season Finale — Singer/songwriters Terence Martin and Ned Massey Terence Martin (Www.
martinsongs.com) credes finely crafted songs that flow with hauntingly poetic images and elements of folk, blues
and courtry. His music has receved excdl ent reviews and rationa radio air play, and he has shared the stage with
alist of performersincluding Roseanne Cash, Roger McGuinn, Dar Willi ams and Richie Havens. "Terence Martin
belongs in the foremost pantheon o contemporary singer songwriters." - Sng Out Magazine.  Ned Massy
(www.nedmassey.com) began his carea auspiciously right out of college when he was discovered by legendary
talent scout JohnHammond, who described Ned as being “the finest talent since Dylan and Springsteen.” (adults
$10, kids $6)

HAVEA GREATSWMMER !I!

Ethical Culture
membersjoin
together in Ehical
Societiesto assst
each other in
developing ethical
ideasand idealsand
to work together to
improve our world
and the world of our
children.

“Always actt o elicit
the bestin others and
thereby in oneself.”

Felix Adler, Founder
BSEC isa member of

the AmericanEthical
Union

Brooklyn Socie ty for

Ethic al Culture

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Sreet
Brooklyn, NY 11215
bsecOffice@aol.com

"Every gunthat isfired,

every warship launched,

every rocket fired, signifies,

in the final sense,

atheft from those who huncgr

and are not fed,

those who are @ld and are not clothed.
Theworld inarmsis

not spending money alone.

It is gending the swea of itslaborers,
the genius of its cientists,

the hopes of its children.”

- Dwight D. Eisenhower




