
   

                        LEADER’S ESSAY – JUNE 2006 
 
This month as we close out the 05-06 Season at the BSEC commu-
nity, I thank each of you for your support of some part of the BSEC 
community effort. I decided to share with you  some thoughts I put  
onto paper in 1999, fully six years ago, for my monthly Leader’s 
report to the Board.  
 
At that time, we were also struggling with the ethical issue of bal-
ancing freedom of speech as a right of a disgruntled and angry  
member  and also the need for BSEC to set an example of a safe 
and caring community in which  boundaries to harm were clear, 
while  people would not be insulted or disrespected, howsoever 
they might disagree. 
 
What follows was submitted to the BSEC Board of Trustees Meet-
ing, July 22, 1999 as part of the monthly Leader’s Report by Lisel 
Burns at another time of conflict over vision, values and standards 
to be reasonably expected of members and staff of the BSEC. 
 
The Issue of Standards at BSEC:  I welcome this issue as a chance 
to draw together our best thinking about our community as a place 
with its own standards and expectations.  
 
I think the role of Leader has a lot to do with the issue of stan-
dards, and look forward to clarifying with the current Board, our 
mutual perspectives.  For now, here are some of my thoughts: 
 
* Our Society, like any community, has an informal culture, and 

with that, a set of assumed standards or norms, whether or not 
we make them explicit. 

 
* By projecting, even naming ourselves an “ Ethical” Society, a 

community of people who have at least a hope “ for ethical  
   culture,” we have gone public with an aspiration to ethical  
   relationships, which assumes a higher than average standard for  
 

    the relationships, attitudes and behaviors conducted either by 
our members, on our premises or other-wise in the name of 
BSEC.  The “ Eight Commitments of Ethical Culture” brochure 
outlines 8 attitudes which have behavioral implications.  We can  
safely assume that our standards include, but are not limited to: 

 
* Communicating respect for persons, attributing worth to them in   

all possible situations. 
 
* Valuing education and self-development, seeing oneself as a  
   person in development. 
 
* Respecting of (and a binding to)  democratic processes and  
   concepts; this includes abiding by our historical and current    

agreements as a community (unless to do so would cause real 
harm to self or others). 

 
* Seeking to reduce harm and increase creativity in the world, 

starting with human relationships.  
 
By developing over the past few years a written set of membership 
behavior guidelines, and a commitment spoken each Sunday by 
participants at the Sunday Platform, we have taken the standards 
to an explicit level. 
 
From time to time, members act or treat each other in a manner we 
can reasonably call unkind, unfair, insulting, disrespectful, out of 
order or very inappropriate to the setting or situation.  In most 
cases, collegial feedback is given and taken in a reasonable man-
ner and the situation is set right.  In some cases, this behavior is 
repeated, or denied, or observers state that they are not able to 
give feedback directly to the person, (for whatever reason) and the 
community then has an issue:  What is our role, as members, as 
(lay) leaders, as clergy? 

 
I think that the clergy role can be specified as a person designated 
by the community to alert individuals and groups when the desired 
alignment between our aspirations, values, standards and prac-
tices needs attention.  But it doesn’ t replace a mechanism that  
protects BSEC community standards with boundaries that may not 
be crossed without consequences. I look forward to clarification of 
my and other  members and staff roles and appropriate boundary  
setting as we address our current challenges.”  
                                                                                Lisel Burns 

 

                                            * * * * * *  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This drawing was donated by Pablo Picasso to the Women’s  
International League for Peace and Freedom for their use. 
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JUNE PLA TFORM S  
 

June 4 - Children's Sunday Assembly Recognition and Graduation 
Program 2006. Platform led by Xena Brooks and Tyler Lurie-Spicer. 

  

June 11 -  Annual Peace Site Day --The 2006 Peace Site Award will 
be presented to The Granny Peace Br igade. Join us to hear the story 
of these brave women who were arrested, jailed and put on trial  
following their attempt to enlist in the armed services.    

 

June 18th – Father's Day Colloquy--Theme: "Character."  Led by  
Constance Pigozzi, Chair, Platform Committee.     

 

Platforms begin at 11 am each Sunday  
and are free and open to the public.    

 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY   —  10:30-12:30 

 



 

Broo klyn Tikk un Comm u-
ni ty –  

Next M eet ing, February 7 – 
7:00-9:00pm  

      98 She rman St. 
        Home of Karen Mins-
berg 
        Tel. 718-499-2625 
 

Contac t  sharda-
vid@yahoo .c om or  BSEC 
Member  Herb Da lin  for  
more information a t no-
c ello@nyc .rr.c om. 

 
                            

 

                    
 

 
Ethically Speaking is published 10 times a 
year by BSEC. This month’s issue includes 
contributions by Lisel Burns, Audrey Kindred, 
Constance Pigozzi, Rita  Wilson, Tina Aridas,  
Maureen Egginton and Diane Kirschner. 
 

Send contributions to Maureen at  
brooklynethicalsociety@yahoo.com. 

 
   

Unfortunately, space constraints sometimes 
dictate whether a contribution can be included. 
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Building Community Conn ections: An AEU Workshop  

 

On May 20 the American Ethical Union sponsored a workshop for Society members, ti-
tled “Building Community Connections,” led by Rev. Tony Johnson, an activist minister 
in the Unitarian Universalist Church.  Attended by members from NY, Bergen, North 
Carolina, Riverdale-Yonkers and Brooklyn Societies and the new Ethical Society Without 
Walls (ESWoW), the day-long workshop explored ways to develop the Society's local 
relationships, build alli ances, create successful projects and get recognition for our efforts. 
 

Listening to the presentation I recognized that BSEC already does a lot of work in this 
area, thanks in large part to our Leader, Lisel Burns, and Charlie Horwitz, who come out 
of community organizing backgrounds and have brought those skill s to support BSEC's 
outreach and other activist members who share their passions with the membership.  
BSEC has welcomed neighborhood partners to use our building, joined the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce, and often joins in coaliti on with other groups on projects, such as 
the current fundraising effort for Darfur relief.  Lisel sits on the Board of the 5th Avenue 
Committee and has established working relationships with leaders of other local religious 
congregations. 
 

For me, one of the most interesting concepts presented was the idea of asking the commu-
nity to help set the Society's activist agenda.  If the Society wants to be of service to its 
community, it needs to understand the dynamics, the resources, and the needs of the area 
of which it is a part.   
 

Going around the community and talking to people, observing, and attending local meet-
ings of different interest groups helps surface unmet needs that the Society might be wil l-
ing and able to address. 
 

Those attending the workshop want to keep in touch and possibly work to identify a com-
mon project that all Ethical Societies could work on.  Coincidentally, Jone Johnson Lewis, 
Interim AEU Executive Director, authored an Ethical Action Proposal that will be pre-
sented at the Assembly, which moves in this direction.  Worksheets were provided, which 
I can share with our members who might want to do more community-wide networking for 
particular endeavors.                                                                   
                                                                                    Diane Kirschner 

AEU’s 91st Assembly,  
   June 30-July 3, Northbrook, IL   

 

 The American Ethical Union Assembly, the annual business meeting and conference of 
the AEU, will t ake place in Northbrook, IL this year, with the Chicago Society hosting.   
The AEU announced that effective June 7th, 2006, Katharine Archibald will become the 
new Executive Director of the American Ethical Union. A special thanks to Jone Johnson 
Lewis for holding down the fort in the interim. Jone has graciously agreed to work with 
Katharine, at least through the Assembly, to insure a smooth transition. 
 

At their May 10th meeting, the BSEC Board elected Diane Kirschner, Rita Wilson and  
Vandra Thorburn to be the three delegates representing Brooklyn.  Diane, and perhaps 
Rita and Vandra, will be available on June 11th, following the Peace Site Platform, to talk 
with members who are interested in the issues coming before the Assembly on which 
BSEC will be asked to vote.  This information will also be posted on the AEU website, 
www.aeu.org, so that you can read up on the Assembly ahead of time. 

THE NEW THEME FOR THE 2006-2007 SEASON IS  -    
         

"PRACTICAL ETHICS: MAKING A DIFFERENCE LOCALTO GLOBAL"  
 

  The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture is a humanist religious and educational 
fellowship promoting the knowledge, love and practice of ethics-centered living.  As a 
diverse and welcoming community, the Society assists in developing ethical ideals, 
exploring choices, navigating our life journeys and working to realize a more just  
and compassionate world.    

Affiliated with the American Ethical Union.  www.aeu.org 



                                      
         THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE  
                               INVITES YOU TO THE 
                                                

                      2006  PEACE SITE AWARD 
 

          SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006, 11AM       
 

     HONORING THE 
 

   THE GRANNY  PEACE BRIGADE   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       

            THE GRANNY JAILBIRDS SET TO WOW BROOKLYN 

      I f nonviolence is the law of our being, the future is with women ... 
                                                                                    Mahatma Gandhi     

 

 HEAR THEM TELL  THEIR STORY, SING AND DANCE FOR PEACE     
 

        

        PLEASE COME CELEBRATE AND HONOR THESE BRAVE  
        WOMEN WHO WERE ARRESTED IN TIMES SQUARE, NEW  
        YORK AND STOOD TRIAL FOLLOWING AN ATTEMPT TO  
        ENLIST IN THE ARMED SERVICES TO TAKE THE PLACE  
        OF THEIR GRANDCHILDREN.                    

 

                   

     53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street · Park Slope  ·  Brooklyn 
718-768-2972  · brooklynethicalsociety@yahoo .com ·   www.bsec.org   

 
 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  
  

F TRAIN TO SEVENTH AVENUE, 2 & 3 TO GRAND ARMY PLAZA 



 
 

FROM THE LEADER — MEMBERSHIP NOTES  
 

A warm welcome to new members for the 2005-2006 Season who 
were  honored on May 21: Liz Calvin who has joined the Life and 
Ethics team and Ethical Action programming; Tom Castelnuovo, 
who joined the Finance Committee and also pledged to help with 
web site; Helen Engelhardt, helping with newsletter and Life and 
Ethics; Jan Peterson is open to helping out where needed; Dennis 
Stallard is willi ng to use his business, finance and/or mechanical 
knowledge while continuing with the fundraising Good Coffee-
house Committee; Sandy Schilen open to finance volunteering 
(she©s an economist) and  Ethical Action; and Sara Valentine  
coordinating Spring 2006 Lunch with the Bunch.  
 
Donna Minkowitz, Merielle Samson, Princene Hyatt,  Kim Bran-
don and Sylvia and Milton Zisman seem to be happy members of 
the spring-summer orientation series for prospective members 
which  started on May 21.  Others who couldn©t attend that date - 
welcome!   Contact Vandra Thorburn to get a schedule of the up-
coming series prior to membership for those who so decide, pos-
sibly in September - - v.thorburn@verizon.net. 
 
We send love and best wishes to our friends and members who 
have recently been ill , in hospital, or recuperating at home. 

 

*  Donna Roberts has been accepted into an intensive chemother-
apy study at NYU Hospital and will welcome help with trans-
portation to or from the sessions.  Thanks to Mark Kaufman, a 
former BSEC Board member, and Katya Kaufman for their 
welcome first floor apartment near Donna's 4th floor walk -up 
on Seventh Avenue, so she can have some street access while  

    recovering from her sessions. 
*  It was great to see Selma Richman welcomed back on May 21 

after fracturing  her back. She had been in a wheelchair but 
thankfully  has recovered. We©re so sorry not to have had the 
news when support was needed and have shown more care!  

*  Antoinette Wagnerman is at home slowly recovering from an 
operation on her right shoulder due to an injury sustained on 
her job.  She is undergoing intensive physical therapy and is in 
constant pain. We send best wishes for a full recovery. 

*  Annemarie Mogil reclaimed her mobilit y from sciatica©s pain   
and received a rousing welcome back at May 21st  Platform. 

*  Charlie Horwitz continues his recovery at the rehab center and  
   is speaking more and more. To schedule a visit,  call Carol  
    Horwitz at 718- 230-3537.     
*  Lisel Burns is feeling better after a month of family and com-

munity-related stress. "Losing ten pounds may turn out to be 
    the best part of a diff icult time!" she was heard to say.  Her  
    sister Steph is still i n a li fe threatening medical situation.  
 *  Perry Dell i s well after his bout with sciatica following a fall .                        
 

PROGRAM NOTES 
 

   All are welcome to a program retreat in July. 
 

 * Leader©s off ice small groups continue with openings in the  
  writing group and parents group.  Please send Lisel your ideas  
for summer back yard parties, social outings and more zip code 
suppers! Liselburns@earthlink.net. 

 

* An evening BSEC Non Violent Communication Practice Group   
is taking applicants. 

*  Lisel will l ead a summer series on moral reasoning, ethical  
    culture and discussion of our own challenging decisions. 
*  The Children©s Sunday Assembly (CSA) had another fund- 
    raising success when the BSEC Non Violent Communication  
   Sunday workshop meetings sponsored a workshop, May 12-13, 

which raised $678 for the CSA. Cheers for Nelli e Bright, Janice 
Novet, Tasha Paley, Lisel Burns, Vandra Thorburn, Audrey 
Kindred and other BSEC/NVC group members who collabo-
rated on the project!   

* June 4th will be journey©s end at CSA for Xena and Tyler who,  
to our great pride, will l ead the platform. 

*  BSEC EAC partners with the Independent Commission on  
    Public Education (ICOPE) a human rights based city-wide  
    educational reform group.  BSEC honors ICOPE for its deep 

commitment to change of the whole system of education in 
NYC. It©s a worthwhile, long-term endeavor. To join this admi-
rable effort contact Ellen Raider at ellen.raider@verizon.net.  

*  Creative Writing Group meets on Second Sundays at 1pm and 
fourth Friday evenings at 6:30pm. Contact  Kim Brandon via 
email at Kimdarniece@hotmail .com. 

* May 20 fund raiser for P.S. 44 in Bed Stuy was a big success, 
with Ed Stout©s Jazz trio, Stephanie Bates singing Motown and 
a disk jockey who went until midnight! Funds go to technology 
resources for this fine values-based school - all thanks to BSEC 
Nettie Paisley©s adoption of  the school and BSEC EAC©s adop-
tion of the project. Contact Nettie at southcomforts@aol.com. 

 

  Forum on I ran: The Next War? 
  Saturday, June 3, 2006 — 2:00–4:00 PM 
St. Francis College, Founders Hall Auditor ium, 180 Remsen 
Street, Brooklyn Heights (between Clinton and Court) A free fo-
rum led by leading experts on Iran and American foreign policy.  
A question and answer period will follow. The BSEC EAC is co-
sponsoring a talk on I ran: The Next War? For information go to 
www.brooklynpeace.org, the web site of  the main sponsor, our 
community partner, Brooklyn Parents for Peace.   

 
Happy Birthday to Ethel Kirschner, mother of     
Diane, who is celebrating her 87th Birthday  
on June 10. Ethel was the editor of the BSEC  
newsletter for many years in the 1960s.  
 

   

  AEU Establishes A Donn a Roberts Fund  
 

At the May mee ting of the Americ an  
Ethic a l Union Board of Direc tors (he ld  
a t the Broo klyn Soc iety) a motion was 
passed by c onsensus to estab lish a  
spec ia l g ift fund  to assist Donna a nd he r 
partne r Leonora Luc an during this c ha l-

len ging time of Donna being ill and uninsured . 

 

Non-tax deduc tib le c he c ks, payab le to the AEU, with 
Donna Roberts Fund written in the memo line , c an be 
ma iled to the AEU, 2 W 64th Stree t, Roo m 406, NY, NY 
10023-7104.  Cards, etc ., c an be ma iled d irec tly to Donna 
and Leonora .  Ca ll the offic e or c onsult your BSEC Roster 
for the ir add ress. 



HAPPY FATHER’S DAY  
TO ALL OUR DADS 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i Sat 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

1 
 
7-10pm Board 
Meeting 

2 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 

3  
7:45-9:45am: Tai 
Chi w/Sy  
10:15am Yoga 
with Audrey 

4         
 
10:30am   CSA 
11am: Platform 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
7pm Story-
telli ng Group  
 
7pm Board 
Meeting 
 

6 
 

7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women's  
Chorus  

7 
 
6:30-9:30  
Community Sing 

8 
 
7-9pm: Platform 
Meeting  
 

9 
 

 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
 
 

10 
 
7:45-9:45am: Tai 
Chi w/Sy     

10:15am Yoga 
with Audrey 
 

11     
 
10:30am  CSA 
11am  Platform 
 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women's  
Chorus  
 
 

14 
 
7pm Board Meeting 
 
 

15 
 
6:30-8:30  – 
Buildings & 
Grounds Meeting 
 
 

16 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
 
 
 
 

17  
  
10:15 am Yoga 
with Audrey 

18      
 
11am Colloquy 
 
3pm Yoga 

19 
 
 

20 
 
7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women's  
Chorus  

21 22 
 
 

23 
 
GCH: - 8-10 
 
END OF  
SEASON 

24  
 
7:45-9:45am: Tai 
Chi w/Sy  
10:15am Yoga 
with Audrey 

25 
 
11am BSEC Annual 
Membership Meeting 

26 27 
 
7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women's  
Chorus  

28 29 30  

               WWW.BSEC.ORG       
 

JUNE 200 6 AT BSEC  
 

 

June: 
Annie Lanzill otto--1                    
Adriana Baker--2 
Glenn Newman--3 
Jean Shaffer--6 
Ali Jindyeh--12 
Tracey Jindyeh--18 
Charlotte Alper--20 
Diane Milder--20 

 

 

 
August:  
Cynthia Stallard--2 
Dorothy Wood--2 
Lois Kellerman--3 
Laura Duffy--12 
Rita Wilson--18 
Edith Calabro--21 
Gary Schechter--23 
Constance Pigozzi--26 
Jason Leibowitz--29 
Valerie Francis--30 

 
July: 
Christiane Siebert-18 
Kurt Johnson--21 
Oufa Jindyah--23 
Robin Feld--24 

HAPPY SUMMER BIRTHDAYS TO ALL 

 

PLEDGING 
 

Member pledges sustain our BSEC Community - the 
people, faciliti es, and programs of the Society. Pledges 
can be paid in a one time full amount or spread out over 
the Season. We are getting towards the end of our  
Season so please make sure that you are up to date with 
your pledge payments.  
 

Please contact the Pledge Secretary, Ruth Pikitch, with 
any questions to ruthpikitch@fusemail .com or at 718-
256-2006   
 

Contributions from non-member friends of BSEC are of 
course welcomed as well !  
 

Thank you. 



 

 

TH E GOOD COFFEEH OUSE M USI C PARLOR  - 31ST ANNIV ERSARY SEASON 
                 BROOK LYN’S H OM E FOR ACOUSTI C ROOTS M USI C        

 

Show s star t on Fr i days at 8 pm ±  (See pr i ces posted beside each per for m ance)               
 
June 2     Singer/songwriter Rod MacDonald – Traveling Troubadour Series.  (adults $15, kids $6) 
Legendary folk-icon Rod MacDonald (www.rodmacdonald.net) is "..one of the most politi cally and socially aware 
lyricists of our time" (All Music Guide). He has been entertaining audiences worldwide for 30 years with his time-
less ballads, modern folk songs, satirical commentaries and abilit y to easily cross music genres. Among the more 
than two dozen artists who have recorded his works are Dave Van Ronk, Four Bitchin© Babes with Christine Lavin, 
Happy Traum and Garnet Rogers.  His albums No Commercial Traffic (re-released in 2002) and White Buffalo are 
regarded as "one of the towering achievements in modern folk music" (Boston Herald)  
 
June 9     Brooklyn Women's Chorus  Founded and directed by Bev Grant, the Brooklyn Women©s Chorus consists 
of 45 women singing together to create one powerful voice for peace and justice. Join this jam-packed annual  
concert! (adults $10, kids $6)   
 
June 16   3rd Friday with the Park Slope Food Coop-Celebration of gay pride (adults $10, kids $6)  
 
June 23   Season Finale – Singer/songwriters Terence Martin and Ned Massey Terence Martin (www.
martinsongs.com) creates finely crafted songs that flow with hauntingly poetic images and elements of folk, blues 
and country. His music has received excellent reviews and national radio air play, and he has shared the stage with 
a li st of performers including Roseanne Cash, Roger McGuinn, Dar Willi ams and Richie Havens. "Terence Martin 
belongs in the foremost pantheon of contemporary singer songwriters." - Sing Out Magazine.     Ned Massey       
(www.nedmassey.com) began his career auspiciously right out of college when he was discovered by legendary 
talent scout John Hammond, who described Ned as being “ the finest talent since Dylan and Springsteen.” (adults 
$10, kids $6)  
 
 

                                                            HAVE A GREAT SUMM ER !!! 
 
 

  

Ethi ca ll y Speak ing:  JUNE 200 6:  The new slett er of  The Br oo k lyn Society for Ethi cal Cu l tu r e                                 

Broo klyn Socie ty for  
Ethic a l Culture  
53 Prospec t Pa rk West & 2nd Stree t 
Broo klyn, NY  11215 
bsec Offic e@aol.c om 

Ethic a l Culture         

members join          

togethe r  in  Ethic a l   

Soc ieties to  assist 

eac h othe r   in        

develop ing  ethic a l 

ideas and idea ls and  

to work togethe r  to   

improve our world 

and  the world of   our 

c hild ren .  

 

 
 
“ Always act t o el i ci t 
the best i n other s and 
there by i n onesel f.”  

        

  Fel i x Adler ,  Founder  
 
BSEC i s a m em ber of 
the Am er i can E thi cal 
Union 

 WE ’ RE  ON  T H E  WE B  
WWW.B SE C.ORG 

 

"Every gun that is fired,  
every warship launched,  

every rocket fired, signifies,  
in the final sense,  

a theft from those who hunger  
and are not fed,  

those who are cold and are not clothed.  
The world in arms is  

not spending money alone.  
It is spending the sweat of its laborers,  

the genius of its scientists,  
the hopes of its children." 
- Dwight D. Eisenhower  


