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2006-2007 THEME: 
 

"PRACTICAL ETHICS: MAKING A DIFFERENCE  
    LOCALTO GLOBAL"      

 

SEPTEMBER PLATFORMS  
 

Sept 17:  “Prac tic a l Ethics: Mak ing a D ifference Loc al to 
Glo ba l” wi th Lead er, Lisel Burns. What do we mean by a 
c omm itmen t to ethic a l living today? Are the re bottom line s 
we c an iden tify for living out p rac tic a l ethic s tha t he lp us 
make a positive d ifferen c e in loc a l to g loba l situa tions? 
What if any understand ing of ethic a l va lues, standards and 
p rac tic es does our ethic a l relig ion require of us? Help us  
fulfill our movemen t's p romise of a relig ion tha t turns out 
"ethic a l persona lities" by reflec ting with BSEC Leader, Lisel 
Burns, on c omm only understoo d guideline s for  ethic a l  
dec ision making. Share your own understand ings of ethic a l 
basic s with members and frien ds of the BSEC as we open 
our 2006-2007 Season, and p repare for our 100th year  
Cen tenn ia l Celebra tion. 
 

Sept 24:  "War, Peace and Prac tic a l Ethics: Mak ing A Differ-
ence Fro m loc a l To Glo ba l,” wi th Lead er, Lisel Burns and  
Nation al Service Conference Direc tor, Ma rtha Gallahue.  
What do we mean by a c ulture of violen c e? A c ulture of 
non violen c e? A c ulture of  war? A c ulture of peac e? Learn  
basic ethic a l app roac he s to taking a position on violen c e 
and non violen c e as stra teg ies to mee t human nee ds. Hear 
about The Americ an Ethic a l Union And Nationa l Leader's  
Counc il rec en t positions regard ing the war in Iraq . 
Voluntee rs a re invited to take a mora l position on the se  
matters, defen d it ethic a lly, and d isagree men t is welc ome 
in an e mpathe tic manne r.  

 

Oc t 1:  "Green Livin g a nd Prac tic a l Ethics: Mak ing A Differ-
ence Fro m Local to Glo ba l," wi th Lead er, Lisel Burns.   
Can we c a ll ourselves ethic a l without green ing our own  
dec isions? What  role and responsib ilities do we take on  
towards the en vironmen t and  earth c omm unity when we 
c omm it to ethic a l living? What's Easy? Hard? Hardest? How 
c an we best use e xisting resourc es like the Earth Charter 
(www .earthc harter.org) and our own influen c e to p rotec t 
ourselves and future gene ra tions from c urren t en vironmen ta l 
damage?  Followed by a free sc reen ing a t 1:30pm of  Al 
Gore’s An Inconvenien t Truth.  

 

Platforms begin at 11 am each Sunday  
and are free and open to the public.    

ALL W ELCOM E 

WELCOME BACK TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS – THE NEW THEME FOR THE 2006-2007 SEASON IS :   
         

"PRACTICAL ETHICS: MAKING A DIFFERENCE LOCALTO GLOBAL"  
 

 The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture is a humanist religious and educational fellowship promoting the knowledge, love and 
practice of ethics-centered living.  As a diverse and welcoming community, the Society assists in developing ethical ideals, exploring 
choices, navigating our life journeys and working to realize a more just and compassionate world.    

Affiliated with the American Ethical Union.  www.aeu.org 

 

BSEC SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING   
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 – 1 PM 

 
 
In May, BSEC members  
p resen ted a c a ll to a Spec ia l 
Membership Mee ting as is  
p rovided for in our Constitu-
tion.   31% of our members 
signe d this petition, well over 

the 25% required for a mee ting to be c a lled .  
 

The re will be time for Questions and Answers, and  
severa l bylaws have been p roposed for d isc ussion and 
vote a t the mee ting. The se will speak to the c onc erns 
of members who signe d the initia l c a ll to the mee ting 
as well as the rec omm en dations inc luded in the Alban 
Institute Report rec eived on Sunday, Sep tember 10, ‘06. 
 

Perry Dell and Celeste Leibowitz met on August 4th and 
selec ted Oc tober 29th as the da te for the mee ting, 
whic h will begin a t 1 PM.   
 

Please watc h your ma ilbox in mid -Oc tober for notific a -
tion of the Spec ia l Mee ting, and p lease p lan to a tten d . 
 

                                                          Celeste Leibowitz  

DEMOCRACY 
 

"In a democ rac y, every c itizen , regard less of his interest 
in politic s, "holds offic e;" every one of us is in a position 
of responsib ility; and , in the fina l ana lysis, the kind of 
governmen t we get depen ds upon how w e fulfill those 
responsib ilities.  We, the peop le, a re the boss, and we 
will get the kind of politic a l leadership , be it goo d or 
bad , tha t we demand and d eserve." 
 

John Fitzgera ld Kenne dy , "Profiles in  Courag e.”  

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY  -- 10:30-12:30 
 
 
 

Sept. 17 - Make BSEC your own – your home.  An  
ac tion tour of the spac e and p rogram;  
ethic a l fun and union.    

 

Sept. 24 - CSA and a Field Trip : All families  
welc ome to jo in us for a 12 noo n Peac e Walk 
to the Churc h of Gethsemane on 8th Aven ue.     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 
         
 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS :  
 

At it’ s first Mee ting, the Board of Trustee s of 2006-2007 voted as follows: 
 

Execu tive Comm ittee:  Perry Dell, Presiden t; Martha Ga llahue, First Vic e  
Presiden t; Diane Kirsc hne r, Sec ond Vic e Presiden t; Vandra Thorburn, Treasurer;   
Warren Mine r, Rec ord ing Sec reta ry; Gary Sc he c hter; Pledge Sec reta ry  
Trustees:   Ed ith Colabro, Maureen Egg inton, Remi Gay, Trac y Jindyeh ,  
Eda Kapsis, Roger Kaufman, Ruth Pikitc h, Donna Roberts, Rita Wilson;  Board  
Emeritus: Constanc e Pigozzi 

 

Get well wishe s to Fion a Boneh am , member and CSA paren t who c a lled to 
thank a ll of you who found out she was unwell, for your offers of  he lp , c a lls and 
c ards.  Happ ily, lots of tests have found "nothing a t a ll wrong," but she h as a 
way to go towards fee ling he rself aga in. What she sa id she rea lly c ould use was 
some he lp with the kids.  "Foo d is a lso goo d ," she sa id . 
 

Positive thoughts and love to both Donn a Roberts and Charley Horwi tz.  Charley 
has moved fac ilities.   Contac t the Leader’s Offic e for more information.      
Doro thy Klein rema ins c hee rful but somewhat homebound and might en joy a 
visit in he r Ken sington apartmen t.  Love to o ur dear frien d Kurt Johnson  rec ov-
ering from a rup tured sp leen and a stay in the ICU.  He d id not have surgery.  

 

Condolen c es to Constance Pi gozzi on the loss of he r ne phe w over the summ er. 
 

Please c a ll the Leader©s Offic e to d isc uss a voluntee r job a t the BSEC this  
Season, or just to c a tc h up and perhaps sc he dule a c lergy leader visit or BSEC  
zip c ode supp er in your ne ighborhoo d this Season.  

 

SHARING & CARING      

 

My sister sta rted having he art pa lp ita tions and an irregula r he artbea t. The ques-
tion right away is - is she a c and ida te for a pac emaker? No, app aren tly one of 
he r ne w med ic ine s c aused a side e ffec t. (Remember Vioxx?) 
  

My primary c are physic ian is both a c ard iolog ist and a geren tolog ist.  He p re-
sc ribes a med ic ine made from the bark of a tree (asp irin) a t the first sign of pa in. 
He avoids p resc rip tion med ic ine s until the y a re absolutely nee ded as the y c an 
c ause c omplic a tions and side e ffec ts. Most of us do not read ALL the fine p rint 
whic h c omes with the b roc hure and ne w med ic ine . 
  

In 1947 or so, fa rmers sta rted fee d ing the ir livestoc k (Chic ken s, p igs, and c ows) 
antib iotic s. And so began the antib iotic s war.  The “ pharmas” would inven t  
a ne w antib iotic and the d iseases would d o an en d run a round the d isease. 
Ra the r than taking a med ic ine , think in terms of foo d as med ic ine . For future 
ne wsletters I will ask our residen t foo d maven , Rozanne Gold , for the n ames of 
some “ foo d as med ic ine ” c oo kboo ks. 
                                                                                                                                                               Roger Kaufman  

 
 

American Ethical Union   

If you d idn’ t rec eive Dia logue  in the ma il, you c an go to www .aeu.org and 
download a c opy in whic h the re is a report on the 2006 Chic ago Assembly.  
The Summ er issue h as many very interesting a rtic les and ne ws on the Movemen t. 
 

Septemb er Ethic a l Ac tion Report – For more information on the following  
sub jec ts posted in the September issue, go to www .americ anhumanist,org     
 

Women’s Rights:   Urge Iran to Stop Stonin g Women 
Relig ious Liberties:  Urge your Elec ted Offici a l to Reaffirm Relig ious Freedom 
Huma n Rights:   Dema nd that Jorda n en d Torture  
Huma nitarian Crisis:   Urge Inves tiga tion in to Attac ks on Israeli and                

Leba nese Civili ans 
Internation al Relations: Urge your Senator to VOTE NO on John Bol ton  

 

 The  Ethic a l Ac tion Report does not represen t the views of the Ethic a l Ac tion   
Offic e of the Americ an Ethic a l Union or the Americ an Humanist Assoc ia tion. The 
Americ an Ethic a l Union takes ethic a l positions on pub lic a ffa irs only through 
resolutions adop ted by its Assembly or Board .   Go to www .ethic a lac tion.org/
aeuresolutions for past AEU resolutions whic h a re searc hab le by da te or top ic .   

  

 

Broo klyn Tikk un Comm u-
ni ty –  

Next M eet ing, February 7 – 
7:00-9:00pm  

      98 She rman St. 
        Home of Karen Mins-
berg 
        Tel. 718-499-2625 
 

Contac t  sharda-
vid@yahoo .c om or  BSEC 
Member  Herb Da lin  for  
more information a t no-
c ello@nyc .rr.c om. 

 
                            

 

                    
 

 
Ethically Speaking is published 10 times a 
year by BSEC. This month’s issue includes 
contributions by Lisel Burns, Audrey Kindred, 
Constance Pigozzi, Rita  Wilson, Tina Aridas,  
Maureen Egginton, Celeste Leibowitz.   
 

Send contributions to Maureen at  
brooklynethicalsociety@yahoo.com. 
 
Deadline – 15th of each preceding month  

   

Unfortunately, space constraints sometimes 
dictate whether a contribution can be included. 

THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY 
FOR ETHICAL CULT URE  

 

  53 PROSPECT PARK WEST & 2ND STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11215 

(718) 768-2972 
bsecOffice@aol.com   

 

Exec utive Comm ittee :  

President: Perry Dell   

1st Vice President: Martha Ga llahue   

2nd Vice President Diane Kirsc hner 

Treasurer:  Vandra Thorburn 

Reco rding Sec retary: Warren Miner 

Pledg e Sec retary:  Gary Sc hec hter 

Trustee s: Ed ith Ca lab ro, Mauree n  

Egg inton, Eda Kapsis, Trac y Jindyeh, Roger 

Kaufman, Ruth Pikitc h, Donna Roberts,  

Rita Wilson  

Board Emeritus:   Constanc e Pigozzi 

Lead er Emeritus:   Lois Kellerman  

 

 

Clergy Lead er:  Lisel Burns  

Liselburns@earthlink.net  -  783-2298                 

 

Administrative Coo rdinator:                     

Tony Severo 768-2972 

Business Office : Rita Wilson  768-2972 

Build ing Rentals: Rita Wilson  768-2972 

Operations Manag er: Jim Alford 768-2972 
 

Build ings & Grounds:  

Constanc e Pigozzi  331-1137 

Caring & Sharing: Roger Kaufman 972-0468 

Coffee house: Justin Sta lla rd 768-2972  

Newsletter: Mauree n Egg inton - 638-4767 

Broo klynethic a lsoc iety@yahoo .c om 

Ethic al Ac tion: Lisel Burns – 783-2298 

Finance :  Anthony Severo – 768-2972 

Membership: Cha ir: Melanie Ric ha rdson; 

Co-Vic e Cha irs: Vandra Thorburn and  

Annette Bernstein, 768-2972 

Peace Site: Mauree n Egg inton 638-4767 

Bea Rub in, Cha ir Emeritus 

Platform: Constanc e Pigozzi 331-1137  

Programs Oversight:  Lisel Burns 783-2298      

Sunda y Sc hoo l: Audrey Kind red 768-2972 

ethic a lkin@hotma il.c om 



 
 

TRAILER PARK PRIZE DRAWING – Tickets $10 
  

To supp ort our frien d and ne ighbor Donna Roberts. 
  

Win an Amish-Handc ra fted Farm Tab le and more… 
 

Donna was rec en tly d iagnosed with c olon and liver 
c anc er, while she was between jobs and uninsured . 
For more than 35 years, Donna has been ded ic a ted 
to he lp ing peop le live more p roduc tive lives, inc lud-
ing homeless peop le living with HIV, low-inc ome 
women , c hild ren , and the GBLT c omm unity. Now, she 
nee ds our he lp . 100% of tic ket purc hases will go to 
he lp p ay for Donna 's he a lthc are c osts.  

 

GRAND PRIZE 6’ Farm Tab le - reta il va lue $675  
2ND PRIZE    4’ Sofa Tab le - reta il va lue $285  

3RD PRIZE   54º Bench wi th Shelf -  reta il va lue $95  
 

To see prize i tems, look on www. tra ilerpa rkslope.co m 
 

Drawin g Da te: Sunday , 9/ 17 at Noon, a t Tra iler Park 
(You do not nee d to be p resen t to win - just make sure 
we h ave your phone n umber on any tic kets you buy). 
 Thank you!  Chris Houghton and Eileen Mee ker 
TRAILER PARK 77 Sterling Plac e (between 6-7 Aven ues) 

 

 CHILDREN'S SUNDAY ASSEMBLY OF  
BROOKLYN SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE! 

 

Our fa ll season of family ethic a l lea rning begins Sep tem-
ber 17 a t 10:30am a t 51 Prospec t Park West and First 
Stree t, right ne xt doo r to o ur Ethic a l Culture h ome base. 
 

Child ren and paren ts, 2-12, c ome and sign up for a won-
derful year ahe ad.  Child ren ©s Sunday Assembly sta rts its 
Sunday morning g a the rings, while ne xt doo r, a t Broo klyn 
Soc iety for Ethic a l Culture, p la tform-ga the rings begin. 

Newc omers and Old Frien ds ± we welc ome you fully. 
 

Teen s, we welc ome you too - we a re see king assistant 
teac he rs for CSA.  We are a lso c ollabora ting with the 
Long Island Humanist Soc iety in an ETHICAL TEEN PRO-
GRAM.  If you want to know more about tha t, get in 
touc h with  Audrey.  It will begin in Oc tober. We are a lso 
p lanning some teen  ga the rings and ethic a l ac tions for 
la ter in the year -- so make sure to be on this ma iling list! 
 

Othe rs of you who love BSEC and CSA, spread the buzz 
word among those you know w ill want to he ar about it.   
Child ren ©s Ethic s is HAPPENING a t BSEC!!!! Questions, 
hopes, d reams, c uriosities..... c ontac t  Audrey a t  212-920-
4483 or ethic a lkin@hotma il.c om. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE       
 

From Physicians for a National Healthcare Program web site—      
 

“ WHAT IS SINGLE  PAYER?”      Sing le payer is a term used to 
desc ribe a type of  financ ing system.   It refers to o ne  
en tity ac ting as administra tor, or ªpaye r.º In the c ase of 
he a lth c a re, a sing le payer system would be setup suc h 
tha t one en tity—a governmen t run organiza tion—would 
c ollec t a ll he a lth c a re fee s, and pay out a ll he a lth c a re 
c osts. In the c urren t US system, the re a re litera lly ten s of 
thousands of d ifferen t he a lth c a re organiza tions—HMOs, 
b illing agen c ies, etc . By having so many d ifferen t payers  
 

of he a lth c a re fee s, the re is an en ormous amount  of  adminis-
tra tive  waste  gene ra ted  in  the system. (Just imagine h ow 
c omplex b illing must be in a doc tor's offic e, when e ac h insu r-
anc e c ompany requires a d ifferen t form to be c ompleted , has 
a d ifferen t b illing system, d ifferen t b illing c ontac ts and phone 
numbers—it's very c onfusing.) In a sing le payer system, a ll ho s-
p ita ls, doc tors, and othe r he a lth c a re p roviders would b ill one 
en tity for the ir servic es. This a lone reduc es administra tive waste 
grea tly, and saves mone y, whic h c an be used to p rovide c are 
and insuranc e to those who c urren tly don't have it.  

Access and Benefits 

All Americ ans would rec eive c omprehen sive med ic a l bene fits 
under sing le payer. Coverage would inc lude a ll med ic a lly   
ne c essary servic es, inc lud ing reh ab ilita tive, long-term, and 
home c are; men ta l he a lth c a re, p resc rip tion d rugs, and med i-
c a l supp lies; and p reven tive and pub lic he a lth measures. Care 
would be based on nee d , not on ab ility to pay. 

Payment  

Hosp ita l b illing would be virtua lly elimina ted . Instead , hosp ita ls 
would rec eive an annua l lump-sum paymen t from the govern-
men t to c over opera ting expen ses—a ªg loba l budget.º A 
separa te budget would c over suc h e xpen ses as hosp ita l ex-
pansion, the purc hase of tec hnology, marketing, etc . Doc tors 
would have three op tions for paymen t: fee -for-servic e, sa la ried 
positions in hosp ita ls, and sa la ried positions within group p rac -
tic es or HMOs. Fee s would be ne gotia ted between a represen-
ta tive of the fee -for-servic e p rac titione rs (suc h as the sta te 
med ic a l soc iety) and a sta te paymen t board . In most c ases, 
governmen t would serve as administra tor, not emp loyer. 

Financing  

The p rogram would be federa lly financ ed and administered by 
a sing le pub lic insurer a t the sta te or reg iona l level. Premiums, 
c o-paymen ts, and d educ tib les would be e limina ted . Employ-
ers would pay a 7.0 perc en t payroll tax and employee s would 
pay 2.0 perc en t, essen tia lly c onverting p remium paymen ts to a 
he a lth c a re payroll tax. 90 to 95 perc en t of peop le would pay 
less overa ll for he a lth c a re. Financ ing inc ludes a $2 per pac k 
c igarette tax. those c urren tly under-served . 

Cost Containment  

The Congressiona l Budget Offic e p rojec ts tha t sing le payer 
would reduc e overa ll he a lth c osts by $225 b illion by 2004 de-
sp ite the e xpansion of c omprehen sive c are to a ll Americ ans. 
No o the r p lan p rojec ts this kind of savings. 

Different Perspectives on the Benefits of Single Payer                     

Patients  

Eac h person, regard less of ab ility to pay would rec eive h igh-
qua lity, c omprehen sive med ic a l c a re, and the free c hoic e of 
doc tors and hosp ita ls. Ind ividua ls would rec eive n o b ills, and 
c o-paymen t and d educ tib les would be e limina ted . Most peo-
p le would pay less overa ll for he a lth c a re than the y pay now. 

Doctors 

Doc tors' inc omes would c hange litt le, though the d isparity  in 
inc ome between spec ia lties would shrink. The nee d for a 
ªwa llet b iopsyº before trea tmen t would be e limina ted ; time  
 

                                                                        (c ont'd on bac k page)  
 



                                      
         THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY FOR  

ETHICAL CULTURE INVITES YOU TO THE   
 

GOO D COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR'S 32nd ANNIVERSARY SEASON    

      

                                       KICK OFF WITH THE          
      

9TH ANNUAL PARK SLOPE BLUEGRASS & OLD-TIME JAMBOREE  
 

Friday ± September 15 ± 8pm           

 

Saturday ± September 16 ± 12:30-10pm ± $4 All  Day  

   

A da y and a half of workshops, jamm ing a nd co nce rts of  
trad itional Americ an music . 

            

BROOKLYN’S HOME FOR ACOUSTIC ROOTS MUSIC   
 

Fri ± Sep 15, 8pm   James Reams & The Barnstormers - Bluegrass  ($10) 
So, the re a re still peop le who think tha t authen tic , old -sc hoo l b luegrass music c an't be made in Broo klyn? Clearly, 
the y haven 't he ard James Reams & The Barnstormers (jamesreams.c om). Bluegrass Unlimited magazine writes: 
ªdelightfully unadorne d 1950s-style b luegrass tha t d raws he avily on, yet doesn't mimic , the best -loved bands of tha t 
era .º And he re's what Sing Out magazine says: ªtight instrumen ta l exc ellen c e and hard -edged voc a ls unc ompro-
mising, hard -c ore b luegrassº Stephanie P. Ledgin writes in he r boo k, Homegrown Music : Disc overing Bluegrass 
(Praeger Pub lishe rs, 2004): "James Reams & The Barnstormers rely on e arly c ountry materia l and orig ina ls written in 
authen tic style. The results a re a virtua l history of the music and its roo ts, p layed in a c lean, he artfelt manne r tha t is 
somewhe re between Monroe©s and the Stanleys©." Join James Reams, Mark Farrell, Doug Nic ola isen and Mic hael 
Penque for an e ven ing of b luegrass music the way it was meant to be p layed ... and meant to be he ard . For more 
information about James Reams & The Barnstormers, visit www .jamesreams.c om (for music c lips and video, c lic k on 
Listen and Loo k). 
 

Sat ± Sep 16, 12:30pm - Workshops, jamm ing, co nce rts - Evening Show Case starts 6pm ± $4  
The only even t of its kind in the Northe ast, this is the p lac e to p lay and he ar the best in old -time and b luegrass music . 
Workshops (harmony sing ing, mandolin, fidd le, guita r, banjo and more) sta rt a t 12:30, jamm ing g oes on a ll day, eve-
ning showc ase c onc erts sta rt a t 6pm  - a ll for $4 (yup , four dolla rs). Bring your ac oustic instrumen t (guita r, mandolin, 
fidd le, stand-up b ass, banjo o r Dobro) or, if you don't p lay an instrumen t, b ring your ears, b ring your love of Amer i-
c an trad itiona l music , b ring your kids, b ring your frien ds. If you haven 't ever he ard the ring of a banjo and the c hop 
of a mandolin e c hoing through the h ills and hollers of Park Slope, then you've missed one of this c ity's delightful i n-
c ongruities. 
 

Sep 22  CLOSED 
 

Sep 29    Celtic fidd ler Cad y Finlayson ±  $10 Cady Finlayson (c adyfinlayson.c om) offers a sp irited Irish fid-
d le show w ith a g loba l twist. Ca lled "one of Americ a©s top Celtic fidd lers" (New Age Voic e Magazine ) and "a remark-
ab le ta len t" (Music d ish.c om), Cady has performed in 25 US sta tes and Ireland , a t ven ues inc lud ing Carne gie Hall, the 
Broo klyn Museum of Art and Cleveland©s Sta te The a ter. Her c onc erts inc lude selec tions from he r Harp and Shamroc k 
CD (fea tured in the Irish baseba ll film "The Emera ld Diamond") and he r lively band , singer Mari Reisberg, guita rist Kyle 
Sanna a nd Tim Alwort(bodhran).c ross-c ultura l music a l d ia logue to span the he misphe res en c ompassing the geogra-
phy of sp iritua l imagina tion.Funky, pulsa ting, joyful and sometimes ten der, the music of New York City trio TrioVera 
p lays b rings togethe r the sounds of Brazilian samba, bossa nova a nd c horo music with jazz, funk and even a b it of 
R&B. 
 

  CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING ONCE A YEAR OR MORE WITH THIS MUSIC LOVING GROUP ON A FRIDAY EVENING.  
Please  con tac t Justin Sta llard, ch air of the BSEC c offeehouse Comm ittee ±  da rkfloyd @speak easy.ne t  



 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED    

 

  AT THE         

 

2006 ASSEMBLY OF THE     

 

AMERICAN ETHICAL UNION  
 
 
 

 
At t he 2006 AEU Assemb ly held in Chic ago from 
June 30 to July 3, three resolutions, summ arized 
below, were d isc ussed , deba ted , and adop ted 
by the delega tes: 

 
Tha t t he AEU estab lish p roc esses for app roving p rojec ts, endorsements and memberships, putt ing 
suc h dec isions in the hands of the Assemb ly delega tes who rep resent Ethic a l Soc ieties, and spec ifying 
c riteria to ensure the e ffec tiveness of suc h app roved p rojec ts. 
 
Tha t t he AEU, through its Ethic a l Ac tion Comm ittee and Na tiona l Servic e Conferenc e (NSC), ac t in 
support of estab lishing a US Department of Peac e and Nonviolenc e, enc ourag ing a ll Soc ieties and 
Circ les to educ a te members and loc a l c omm unities, and to advoc a te for it t hrough lett er-writing ,  
med ia p romotions, and workshops. 
 
The AEU endorses the e fforts of the NSC to p romote departments of peac e worldw ide as pa rt of the 
c ampa ign for a Culture of Peac e. (The Direc tor of NSC is our own Broo klyn member Martha Ga llahue.)  
 
The AEU c a lls upon the US government t o: 
 

1.   trea t any enemy c omba tants in full acc ord w ith the Geneva Conventions; 
 
2.   renounc e any intention of estab lishing permanent U.S. bases in Iraq ; 

 
3.   d raw down and remove U.S. forc es from Iraq as quic kly as possib le c onsistent w ith our 

mora l ob liga tions for p rotec ting c ivilian lives; 
 
4.   relinquish to the duly elec ted government of Iraq ownership and management of a ll Iraq i 

na tura l resourc es and pub lic goo ds; and  
 
5.  enc ourage multina tiona l agenc ies to take over as muc h as possib le of the responsib ility for 

manag ing the e xterna l effort for the rec onstruc tion of Iraq while fulfilling our mora l and   
lega l ob liga tions for repa iring the damage c aused by the U.S. invasion. 

 
This is an exc erp t t aken from the rec ent issue of Dia logue, the Newsletter of the AEU. 
The full text of these resolutions c an be acc essed a t www .ethic a lac tion.org / aeuresolutions -- sea rc h 
for ª2006.º   (no quotes).  
 
 
See page 2 of this Newsletter for the Sep tember Ethic a l Ac tion Report known as the Gree n Shee t. 
 

NOTE:  The September 24 Platform: “ War, Peace and Prac tica l Ethic sº  
with Lead er, Lisel Burns and Martha Gallahue, BSEC VP & Direc tor of the National Service Conference 

which represents the AEU at the United Nations. 



 

 "Inc reasing ly aware of the unity of a ll beings and our 
mutua l interdepen den c y with e very othe r person on 
the p lane t and with the e arth itself .…. must evolve in 
the 21st c en tury in ways tha t make it susta inab le and 
a voic e for g loba l sanity. Tha t evolution will require a 
willingne ss to leave beh ind or transc en d c hauvinist, 
ultra -na tiona list, and triba list elemen ts of our past, but 
to be authen tic it must inc orpora te muc h of wha t has 
been sp iritua lly vib rant and powerful." 

  Rabb i Mic hael Lerne r,  
Network of Sp iritua l Progressives 

              
SAVE THE DATE — OCTOBER 1ST –  1:30 PM FREE 

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH  
A sc reen ing of Al Gore©s Film on the p lane ta ry emer-
gen c y of g loba l warming & what we c an do to stop it.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i Sat 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
 
 

2 
7:45-9:45am: Tai 
Chi w/Sy  
10:15am Yoga 
with Audrey 

3        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
Labor Day  
 
 
 
  
 

5 
 

 
7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women’s  
Chorus  

6 
 
6:30-9:30  
Community Sing 

7 
 
7-10pm Board 
Meeting 
 
 
 

8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

10     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

11 
 
7-9pm…
Storytelli ng 

12 
 
7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women’s  
Chorus  
 
 

13 
 
7-9pm….Bklyn 
Women’s Chorus 

14 
 
7-9pm: Platform 
Meeting  
 
 
 
 

15 
 
GCH: 8-10pm 
 
BLUE GRASS 
 
 
 

16 
  
BLUE GRASS 
JAMBOREE 
 
12pm-10pm $4 

17      
 
11am OPENING  
PLATFORM 
 
10:30 CSA BEGINS 

18 
 
 

19 
 
7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women’s  
Chorus  

20 21 
 
6:30-8:30  – 
Buildings & 
Grounds Meeting 

22 
 
NO GCH 
 
 
 

23  
 

7:45-9:45am: Tai 
Chi w/Sy Pepper 
 
9:45am -Noon 
Yoga with  
Audrey 

24 
 
11am Platform 
10:30 CSA followed by 
a Peace Walk at noon 

25 
 
 

26 
 
7-9pm 
Brooklyn 
Women’s  
Chorus  

27 
 
7-10pm….Book 
Reading….Khahtee 
Turner 

28 
 
7 pm Finance  
Committee 

29 
 
GCH – 8-10pm 

30 
 

7:45-9:45am..Tai 
Chi…Sy Tepper 
 

9:45am -Noon 
Yoga with  
Audrey 

WWW.BSEC.ORG       
 

SEPTEM BER 200 6 AT BSEC  

 HAPPY  SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

Anne tte Bernstein -- 8     Justin Sta lla rd ± -17 
Fiona Bonham - - 9      Anne marie Mogil --18 

Maureen Egg inton --19 

GOOD FOR BUSINESS: ETHICS IN THE WORKPLACE  
 

Ethic a l Culture Leader and author Arthur Dobrin has a ne w boo k 
out on busine ss ethic s. To the best of our knowledge, a  boo k on 
this sub jec t has ne ver been pub lishe d by an Ethic a l Culture 
Leader, desp ite the many members who have been in the world 
of busine ss. The boo k, Goo d for Busine ss: Ethic s in the Workp lac e 
c an be ordered from Arthur ± c ontac t him through Long Island 
Ethic a l a t eh sofli@spyne t.c om or online a t one of the se two sites:  
http :// www .b ib lio.c om/ boo kstores/ ad infinitum.html or http ://
www .b ib lio.c om/ boo ks/ 88438505.html.  
 

GOOD COFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR DOCUMENTARY ON BCAT  
Joe Copp a, p roduc ed , d irec ted and ed ited a 28 minute doc u-
men ta ry film about the Goo d Coffeeh ouse Music Parlor whic h 
was televised on Broo klyn Comm unity Acc ess Television on August 
25, 2006.  Watc h for an announc emen t about a sc reen ing of this 
film for BSEC members and frien ds. 



 

(Cont'd from page 3)                SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 
 

c urren tly wasted on administra tive duties c ould be c hanne led into p rovid ing c are; and c lini-
c a l dec isions would no longer be d ic ta ted by insuranc e c ompany polic y…….. 
 

Hospitals 
The massive n umbers of administra tive personne l nee ded to hand le itemized b illing to 1,500 
p riva te insuranc e c ompanies would no longer be nee ded. A ne gotia ted ªg loba l budg etº 
would c over opera ting expen ses. Budgets for c ap ita l would be a lloc a ted separa tely based 
on he a lth c a re p riorities. Hosp ita ls would no longer c lose bec ause of unpa id b ills. 
Insurance Industry 
The nee d for p riva te insuranc e would be e limina ted . One sing le payer b ill c urren tly in the 
House (H.R. 1200) would p rovide one perc en t of fund ing for retra ining d isp lac ed insuranc e 
workers during its first few years of imp lemen ta tion. 
Business 
In gene ra l, busine sses would see sing le payer limit the ir he a lth c osts and remove the burden of 
administering he a lth insuranc e for the ir emp loyee s. 
Congress  
Sing le payer would be the simp lest and most effic ien t he a lth c a re p lan tha t Congress c ould 
imp lemen t. 

 

Reprinted from the Physic ians for a National Health Program web site 
http :// www. pnhp.org/ fac ts/ what_is_sing le_pay er.php 

 
 

Health c are is an issue tak en u p by the Ethic a l Culture move ment to join w ith exis ting g rass 
roo ts orga nizations at its Gener a l Assemb ly in 2005. 

 
Join us at the He alth Care Platform on Oc tober 17 wi th a speak er fro m  

the grass roots orga nization He althc are-NOW!   www.he althc are-NOW.org  
 

  

Ethi ca ll y Speak ing:  Septem ber 200 6:  The new slett er of  The Br oo k lyn Society for Ethi cal Cu l tu r e                                 

Broo klyn Socie ty for  
Ethic a l Culture  
53 Prospec t Pa rk West & 2nd Stree t 
Broo klyn, NY  11215 
bsec Offic e@aol.c om 

Ethic a l Culture         

members join          

togethe r  in  Ethic a l   

Soc ieties to  assist 

eac h othe r   in        

develop ing  ethic a l 

ideas and idea ls and  

to work togethe r  to   

improve our world 

and  the world of   our 

c hild ren .  

 

 
 
“ Always act t o el i ci t 
the best i n other s and 
there by i n onesel f.”  

        

  Fel i x Adler ,  Founder  
 
BSEC i s a m em ber of 
the Am er i can E thi cal 
Union 

 WE ’ RE  ON  T H E  WE B  
WWW.B SE C.ORG 

 

 
…..na tiona l humility, c ompa tib le w ith p roper 
c onfidenc e in a na tiona l destiny, is the key-
note of interna tiona l ethic s. And interna tiona l 
ethic s is the founda tion of interna tiona l law. 
And interna tiona l law is the only sure basis for 
interna tiona l justic e and peac e.  
 

                                     Felix Ad ler, Founder 


