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2006-2007 Theme: "PRACTICAL ETHICS:

MAKING A DIFFERENCE LOCALTO GLOBAL" OUR TRADITION OF
THE WAMPANOAG FESTIVAL

NOVEMBER PLATFORMS
Sunday, November 19, 11am
Nov 5 -- "Green Living and Practical Ethics: Mak ing a

Difference Loc al to Glo bal, Part Il," with Lisel Burns, Lead er.

Nov 12 -- Join Anne Klaeysen, Lead er of the Long Island
Ehic al Huma nist Society in a three -part exploration of
Ehic al Culture history and practice.

10:15am -- A Meditation

1lam -- "John Love joy Elliott: A Friend to All." In 1889, while a
student at Cornell University, John Lovejoy Elliott met Ethical
Culture founder Dr. Felix Adler, and in 1894 he became Dr.
Adler'sasdstant atthe New York Society. Togetherthey
worked to build the Ethical Movement: Adler wasthe
austere scholar, and Hliott the e ffective social worker. It has
been said that Hliott exemplified in hisactual relationships
with people what Adlerwaspreaching asa prophet. Leader
Anne Klaeysen tellsthe story of thisextraordinary man,
whose last wordswere: "The only thingsworth living for and
working forand dying for are love and friendship."

1pm Workshop: "The Struggle to Forgive and Be Forgiven"

Nov 19 -- “Wampa noag Sunday ” The Children’sSunday
Asembly leadsusat an intergene rational Platform to
celebrate the abundance in our lives.

Nov 26 -- Thanksgiving Collo quy on the Theme: "Character,"
led by Constance Pigozzi. A colloquy isa more meditative
Ethical Culture ceremony based on the book by Dr. Arthur
Dobrin, Selling God With Two O's, with music, sharing and
reflection.

Dec 3 -- "Ethic al Culture Social Action, Core Values and
Their App lication Today ," with Lisel Burns, Lead er.

Join clergy leader Lisel Burnsfor a participatory platform
reviewing basic Ethical Culture social action history and
core valuesand contrasting them with moraland market-
based metaphorscurrenttoday. Consder some other
positive traditionsand their core values. Help draw out and
prioritize e thical challengeswe might be uniquely positioned
to add resstoday.

Platforms begin at 11 am each Sund ay
and are free and op en to the public.

Children’s Sunday Assembly
10:30am-12:30pm

November 5, 12,19
Ongoing Admissions
ALL WELCOME

"Humankind hasnot woven the web of life.

We are but one thread within it.

Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.
Allthingsare bound together.

All'thing conne ct." ----- Chief Seattle

BSEC hasbeen celebrating the Sunday before Thanks
giving asthe Wampanoag Festival for over 30 years.

Itisourway to both rememberto give thanksforthe
bounty in our lives, and to thank the first Americansfor
care-taking this land. For those of you who may not
know, the Wampanoag were the people who
greeted the Pilgrims, helped them survive, and with
whom the first Thanksgiving wascelebrated. Today
theirdescendants gill ive on Cape Cod and | have
personally experienced their gene rosity with travelers.

During our celebration we take the time to remember
our connection to the e arth, to give thanks, and to tell
a traditional story about the wonder of nature. More
recently, we began to conduct a forgivene sscere-
mony that isbased on authentic Native American
formsand music - with permisdon - and to end with a
celebratory circle dance. The Platform isfor people of
allages. Please join us.

Chantto the Four Directions— Traditional Tsalagi
(Cherokee) by Remi Gay, former CSA Director
Gathering around the Fre
Telling of A Sory
Forgivene ssCeremony
Traditional Native American celebration dance song
Blanket Dance

Remi Gay

2nd Vice Presdent

The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture is

a humanist religious and educational fellowship
promoting the knowledge, love and practice of
ethics-centered living. As a diverse and welcoming
community, the Society assists in developing ethical
ideals, exploring choices, navigating our life journeys
and working to realize a more just and compassionate
world.

Affiliated with the American Ethical Union.
WWWw.aeu.org
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Ethically Speaking ispublished 10 timesa
year by BSEC. Thismonth’sisaie includes
contributionsby Lisel Burns, Maureen
Egginton, Audrey Kindred, Constance
Pigozz, Tina Aridas, Rita Wilson, Nettie
Paidey, Kim Darmiece and Remi Gay.

Send contributionsto Maureen at
brooklynethicalsociety@yahoo.com.

Deadline — 1st of each month

Unfortunately, space constraints ©me-
timesdictate whethera contribution can
be included.

MESSGEAND PRACTICE AT HELEADER SDEX - NOVEMBER 2006

At a multicultural wedd ing in the BSEC back garden last wee k Lia Namakawa
and John Morrison honored their diverse heritage by making intricate gene alogy
chartsforgueststo peruse during the evening festivities. They also invited several
people in the multinational, extended family to share thoughtson love and mar-
riage from their respective faiths.

Officiating the ceremony, I represented the family’s Bhical Culture legacy, since
Lia’sgrandmother'sfamily joined the BSEC community and senttheirdaughterto
the Broo klyn Ethical Schoolnext door. | spoke briefly about the founding of the
Ethical Movement, and read a portion of Wendell Berry’spowerful essay “Poetry
and Marriage.” | spoke to the nee d for modern humanity to engage those parts
of traditional culturesthat best fit our own core valuesand ideals. It behoovesus
to each try in our gene rationsto live out our choice of valuesascollaboratively
and courageoudy aswe are able.

Other speakerswere the groom’sgrandfather who isa longtime Christian Presby-
terian elder, a close woman friend conversant in Jewish wedd ing tradition and
practice, and a robed Japanese Zen Budd hist Abb ot. We learned Jewish wed-
ding message and ritual. We were inspired by Gospel thoughtsfrom John’s
grandfather. When the Abb ot, meditation teacherand mentor of the bride’s
father, who practicesZen Budd hism, rose to speak, he told a smple story.

Bowing to the asembled community and then turning to the couple before
them, he said, “Congratulations, Congratulations! You think | am going to offer
you congratulations, as © many people have done since you announced your
engagement, isn'tthat right?” They nodd ed asent.

“No,” he said, “l am not going to congratulate you today along side all of the
othersforit might mean very little, a drop of waterin an ocean of congratula-
tions. But someday, there willcome a time when you two have a AGHT, a big
fight, and then e ach of you will think and say “She or he iswrong! | am right!”

“If you take some time then to reflect, away from the fight (somewhere like the
bathroom) perhapsyou willask yourself what isreally going on, and what really
mattersto you. Then, I hope you willcome backto each other. 1 hope you might
say three thingsto each other: FArgt, “Thank you for marrying me, and making me
your wife/husband. ” Second, “lam sorry.” Third, “Ilove you.”

“When that day comes, when you mean those three sentences, and say them
genuinely to each other, then you are truly married. It ison that day that | will
gladly tellyou, “Now you are really married! Now | will offer you congratulations!”

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

In Bhical Culture, a religion written with a small“r’ for most of us, we professa
faith in humanity’scapacity forgoodnessthat includes, if not begins, with acc ep-
tance of ourown such worth. Isn’t religious or spiritual practice for us, then, the
practice of nurturing that worth, that capacity, into fulfilment in our own and
otherslives? In my opinion, our communitiesand Sunday morning programs exist
largely forthat purpose.

The Japanese abbot’s dmple story, to me, highlighted the notion that we are, in
all our relations, invited by the universe to “achieve ourown destinies’ asretired
leader Sheldon Ackley called our human quest in the personal philosophy course
we offered together for several yearsatthe New York Society for Ethical Culture.
To become more than just good intentionsand potentials, though, we nee d to
do the mutualencouragement and capacity-building practicesnecessary to
cultivate those positive potentials, and find strength to modify the ne gative
potentialswe allcarry aswell. How else to secure those positive consequences
Iwould understand asour Ethical Culture “Congratulations?”

And asforourbeloved nation©smoral challenges Thisnext wee kend I'm joining
member Helen Engelhart at a house party organizing usto callvotersin important
Congresdonal districts. May millionsof people find theirown waysto help this
coming November Hection serve the highest idealsof democracy. Perhaps, then
we can turn to each other, allover thisnation, after Democracy’shigh holiday,
that first Tuesday in November, and exchange with good reason, and open
he arts, the greeting of “Congratulations.”

Lisel Burns, Leader




SPECIAL PROGRAMS WITH ANNE KLAEYSEN
MEDITATION
NOVEMBER 12, 10:15AM

Ethical Culture founder Felix Adler used many imagesand metaphorsto
explore spirituality. They may be unfamiliarbecause we so often think
of Dr. Adler asan austere intellectual. He wascareful to distinguish
between symboland fact, but freely used hisimagination to develop
visionsof inspiration. Leader Anne Klaeysen willuse some of hiswordsin
a guided meditation to explore a different aspect of our humanism, one
that releasesourthoughtsand engagesour feelings, moving with our
breath throughout our bodiesand conne cting with one another.

1:00pPM WORKSHOP
“THE STRUGGLE TO FORGIVE AND BE FORGIVEN®

We live with many misconceptionsabout the nature of forgivene ssthat
kee p usfrom repairing our relationships. Forgivene ssisnot a compliant or
automatic act but an important process an ethical strugg le that can
last a long time and that needsto be understood and honored. Our
forgiving self isthe strongest, most loving part of who we are. It allowsus
to voice ouranger without doing damage, acknowledge our partin
what hasgone wrong, and see the flawsin ourselvesand othersaspart
of our humanity. Thisworkshop introducesparticipantsto some key con-
ceptsin the processof forgivene ssand invitesthem to examine theirown
ethical strugg le to forgive and be forgiven.

Sunday , Nove mber 7 + 1pm

Join the new Co-Chair of the
Ethical Action Committee, Abby Scher,
in planning up coming priorities for the
06-07 Season.

All welcome.

MeviBER NEWS

The BSEC community extendsits heartfelt
condolencesto Rozanne Gold on the lossof
her motherin October.

Diane Kirschner just returned from a 10 day
training in Non Violent Communication at the
Mountain in North Carolina, sponsored by the
American Ehical Union.

Donna Robertsisfeeling more perky having
stopp ed part of herchemotherapy fora
while.

Lisel Burnswill hold evening language dia-
logue/supp ersat her house second Sunday
eveningsbeginning on November 12 and
December 10. RSVP to Lisel.

NVC meetingsheld on Sundays4-6pm

THE LIFE AND ETHICS COMMITTEE PRESENTS A SALUTE TO LITERACY

PART 2

PART 1
Sund ay, November 12, 2006 3 pm — 6pm

Come spend a co zy afternoon in the worl d of wor ds!

How To PusLISH WORKSHOP
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Adm ission $5
Writing a book isa lot of work, getting it published isa major
challenge. Meet authorsin thisworkshop who will provide
varioustipsand techniquesfor publishing your boo k.
p q p gy Q’_‘/’}
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Meet The Authors
BOOK SIGNING
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Free Adm ission
Browse all the wonderful literature and book displays.

purchase signed copiesof their books.

Sund ay November 19, 2pm —5 pm

BSEC's Creative Writers’ Group - Presents

NEW VOICES

An afternoon of original poetry, short
stories, memoirs and much, much more! MC®©d
by our own Rita Wilson, there willbe a selection
of writersreading their work. The afternoon will
unfold with a songstress and light refreshments

\v//) will be served.
75
You willhave an opp ortunity to meetthe authorsand \Qﬂ T ‘/,’
>4

$5 donation

Supp ort the written word and the magic of reading a book!!!

CHILDREN® SUNDAY ASSEMBLY OF BROOKLYN SOCIETY FOR ETHICALCULTURE!

At 10:30 CSA meetsin the BSEC yard entering at 53 Prospect Park West; at 10:45 we hold a PEACEMOMENTIn the Peace
Garden. At 11lam we participate with all of BSEC in the opening ritualsof the platform (15 minutesor so) then he ad over
to Poly Prep for snack and ethical explorationsand adventures(often in age specific groupings) and then a closing

circle, which welcomesparentsat 12:15-12:30 in Poly Prep.

Nov 5 + Religious Educ ation Conference — Severalfamiliesare going and Lisel Burnswillbe speaking on the history of

social action in Ethical Culture.
Marathon on 4th Avenue - an annual CSA staple.

Forthose of you who choose to stay in NY there willbe a smallfield trip to watch the

Nov 12 + CSA Newco mers’ Day. Preparation for our Annual Wampanoag Festival -- a ceremony of thanksbased on

Native American valueswhich willtake place on November 19th.

Nov 19 + Wampa noag Festival: An intergene rational celebration of the first Thanksgiving. Invite friendsand family to this

unique annual platform led by the CSA. (See front page for fulldescription)

Any questions, please contact Audrey at 212-920-4483 or ethicalkin@hotmail.com. We're loo king forward to seeing old

and new friends.

Audrey Kindred, CSA Director
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MORE ABOUT PLATFORMS AND THE SPEAKERS

Nove mber 12 Platform Seaker: Anne Klaeysen isLeader of the Ehical Humanist Society of Long Issand. She wasa member of
the Broo klyn Society forover 20 yearsand served asSunday School Director, Board Member, Treasurer, and office administrator.
Anne isa graduate of the Humanist Insititute and holdsa Doctorate in Ministry degree from Hebrew Union College

Nov 19 Remi Gay hasbeen a member of the BSEC for about 30 yearshaving grown up In Ehical Culture. She iscurrently serving
as2nd Vice Presdent and has rved on many committee soverthe yearsand asthe Sunday School Director. She isa member
of the Broo klyn Comm unity Sory Tellersand performsallaround the City.

Dec 3 — We can alwaysact asindividuals. When we so choose, we can act in union with othersin the Ehical Culture move-
ment and itsallies. Snce ethicaldecisionstend to go beyond what is"enforceable,” making a difference through practicing
ethical living willalwaysbe a challenge. Shared understandingsof our EC core valuesasan action-oriented community can

increase our potential for positive influence asthe larger culture rewardsdenial, cynicism and d ouble standards.




WHAT IS PLATFORM?
BY
CONSTANCE P1G0ozzI, PLATFORM COMMITTEE CHAIR

Platform isa long-standing tradition started by Ethical Culture Founder, Felix Adler to bring 8light and heat®to matters of
concernin a formal setting. Both professonal Leadersand expertsfrom different fields peak on a variety of topicsthat
impact our lives. Platform presentationsexamine major ethical issiesand explore the personal and social aspectsof
living an ethical life.

They also include poetry, musical performancesand community snging. Platforms offer opp ortunitiesto reflect on our
livesand values, to wrestle with complexisaies, and to engage with othersin an ethics-oriented community. Throughout
the yearwe also have special Platform events, such asThanksgiving, Winter and Soring Festivals; Remembrance Sunday;
Founder'sDay; Heritage Day and Recognition Day and Colloquies. Following Platformisa social time with light refresh-
ments.

Asyou can see from the above, Platform isindeed a very important heartbeat of our Society. The Platform Comm ittee
worksthroughout the yearin committee meetingsand out, to bring you Platformsof interest and enjoyment and the
preparation each week entailsmany, many hoursof work. We are constantly striving also to encourage people to
make them a part of their Sunday mornings, thusincreasing our attendance. It isalso a steady, though small, source of

AN APPLE A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR A WAY
BY
ROGER KAUFMAN, CARING SHARING COMMITTEE CHAIR

©Tisthe season for app les. New York state has asme of the best app lesin the US. Here are several little known facts
aboutapples:

Johnny App leseed took hisapp lesto a lot of farmers. One of the first alcoholic beverageswasapp le brandy called
"App le Jack."ltis gillmade by one digtillery in New Jersey. The distillery hasbeen in business snce 1750. Calvadosisa
Fench apple brandy made in Normandy. Like the USapp le jack - it isnot smooth. | find the best brandiesare made
from grapesnearthe Sanish town of Jerez. House of Osborne and Fundador are two world renowned brandieswhich
are smoo th.

If you wantto eat your app les, try the Empire or Cortland app les, butthe best app le in NY state isthe Macoun which isa
rare find. The Circusproduce stand at 60th and Fort Hamilton Parkway hasone of the best selectionsof NY state app les,
but hurry, it isalready getting late in the apple season.

NEWSLETTER CHANGES

THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR REQUESTS HELP

IN PUTTING THE NEWSLETTER
TOGETHER EACH MONTH.

PLEASE CONTACT MAUREEN
AT BROOKLYNETHICALSOCIETY@YAHOO.COM
IF YOU CAN VOLUNTEER TO WRITE, PROOF OR
COLLECT ARTICLES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FROM VARIOUS COMMITTEES
AND NEWS ABOUT OUR MEMBERS.

ALSO, CAN YOU DROP BY THE OFFICE
TO ASSIST IN PRINTING AND FOLDING THE
NEWSLETTER READY FOR MAILING AT THE

END OF THE MONTH? PLEASE CALL
RITA IN THE OFFICE.

"Neitherlet usbe dandered from ourduty by
false acc usationsagainst us, nor frightene d
from it by menacesof destruction to the
Government norof dungeonsto ourselves.
Let ushave faith that right makesmight, and
in that faith, let us, to the end, dare to do our
duty aswe understand it."

--Abraham Lincoln,
Fom the February 27, 1860
Cooper Union Add ress
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THE BROOKLYN SOCIETY FORETHICAL CULTURE S

GOO D COFFEEEHOUSEMUSIC PARLOR S32nd ANNIVERSARY SEASON
53 Prospect Park West at 2nd Street in Park Slope, Brooklyn - 718-768-2972
Shows start at 8 PM * ($10 at door, $6 for kids, *exce pt where no ted)

BROOKLYN'SHOMEFORACOUSTIC ROOTSMUSIC

Nov 3 Ragtime fingerpicking g uitarist David Laibma n. Dave Laibman isnoted for hisground-
breaking g uitar arrangementsof classcal ragtime. Thisresulted in the groundbreaking aloum
Contemporary Ragtime Guitar on FolkwaysRecordsin 1969. ltsrelease isgene rally credited
with having g ene rated the first widespread interest among pickersin the adaptation of classc
ragtime music to the guitar. If there wasa Who©sWho in finger picking g uitar, David Laibman
would be on the list.

Nov 10 Doug & Telisha William s’ Fuel-Injec ted Folk. Doug and Telisha Wiliams (Dand TW.com)
embody the true Southern song writing tradition. Playing what they call Fuel-Injected Folk, this
husband-and-wife duo hailsfrom the Blue Ridge Mountainsof Virginia. Their rootsare real, their
wordsare true, and their energy iscontagious.

Nov 17 Third Friday with the Park Slope Food Coop Snger/songwriter night: Rebecc a Pronsky :
Boldly blursgenre lineswhile staying true to a solid and acc essble song writing style all her own.
Jennifer Richman: Inspirational folk-pop; treating the disabled through music by day, rock star
by night! The Mullikans: 2Rootsy pop songsthat are visionary song craft." Ladybug (Hise Knud-
son)

Nov 24 CLOSHE
CONSIDER VOLUNTERING ONCE A YEAR OR MORE WITH THIS MUSIC LOVING GROUP ON A FRIDAY EVENING.

o

Please con tact the ch air of the BSEC Coffeehouse Committee at darkfloyd 7@speak easy.net

WE'RE ON THE
WEB
WWW.BSEC.ORG

Ethical Culture
membersjoin
together in Ehical
Societiesto assst
each otherin
developing ethical
ideasand idealsand
to work together to
improve ourworld
and the world of
our children.

“Always actt o elicit
the bestin others
and thereby in
oneself.”

Felix Adler, Founder

Brooklyn Socie ty for

Ethic al Culture

53 Prospect Park West & 2nd Street
Broo klyn, NY 11215
bsecOffice@aol.com

First they ignore you, then
they ridicule you, then they
fight you, and then you win.

--- Gandhi




